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Oświęcim, November 2014

With joy and gratitude, we share here, in
this letter our last, October trip to Ukraine.

We started in Vinnitsa, where we visited
among others some of the people whom we
hosted a few weeks earlier in Poland. We’ve
spent time together sharing the memories and
experiences from the time in Poland.

In Vinnitsa we also visited 75-year-old Bo-
ris and his wife 74-year-old Galina. Boris sha-
red his hard life experiences, which led him all
the way to Kamchatka, the location he wor-
ked as a building engineer. Galina and Boris
went through the tragedy in their lives – the
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death of an only son. We ask you to please
pray for Galina and Boris so that even though
they were raised in communism, which has
penetrated their mentality, they will be able
to trust the best of the defenders and conso-
lers – our Savior Yeshua.

Next we took part in packing the food par-
cels which are distributed to 13 towns and vil-
lages of Vinnitsa region. Due to our limited
time we were able to go only to a few of the
locations.

The first town we visited was Zmirinka,
where in the local synagogue we passed the
parcels and met with many people who came
to receive them.

When we reached Mohyliv Podilskyi, there
were already many people waiting for the food
parcels, which are for them a great help. We
shared both the physical help there but also
the Word of God and Good Tidings of salva-
tion through Yeshua Messiah. Leonid, the head
of the Jewish community in that town, was not
only grateful for regular assistance in the form
of the food parcels but most of all for the daily

Boris & Galina

Packing the food parcels in Vinnitsa

People waiting for the food parcels in Mohyliw-Podilskyi



– 2 –

meals for 20 people that we have organized
for several years now with God’s help in the
Mohyliv’s synagogue. We also join him in our
gratitude to God and for you for your ongoing
and persistent support of the work through
which so many people not only receive the
daily help, but also, most of all the Messiah of
Israel, Yeshua’s love who through your pray-
ers and support becomes a reality in their da-
ily life. For just as the body without the spirit is
dead, so also faith without works is dead.  James
2:26

 The next location where we delivered the
parcels was a small village Moorkouriwovtzi.
First person we met there was Mikhail, a 83-
year-old man and Ann who is 60 years old. As

a single she lives in poverty. Besides the parcel
we also gave Ann a winter coat and she was
very grateful for that.

Her son works as a shoemaker, while the who-
le of Esther’s retirement goes for the medica-
tion, which she still is unable to buy in full for
that money. The worst problem is her need
to intake the medication regularly.

The next town we visited was Vapniarka.
We met a couple there: 65-year-old Zina and
68-year-old Vitia. Recently Vitia had a stroke
resulting in a three day long coma. Hardly any-
one in the local hospital would give him a hope
of living through that. Nevertheless the Lord
in His great mercy and grace brought him back
to normal functioning. His return to normal
life is so wonderful since all the stroke symp-
toms such as paralysis and the loss of speech
receded. Thanks be to God for that miracle!
The time we visited them was given to reflec-
ting upon the fragility of our lives and elapsing
of time. As we shared with them the Word
we continued to encourage them to use that
amazing chance of reconciling with the Mes-
siah. Let’s pray that God will touch their he-
arts for reconciliation and salvation in Yeshua.
For He says: In the time of favor I heard you and
in the day of salvation I helped you. II Cor. 6:2

Mikhail

Ann

Esther

We also met 59-year-old Esther, who lives
together with her son. They live in very hard,
poor conditions. They live on meager wages.
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We also visited another couple in Vapniar-
ka: 72-year-old Ann and 75-year-old Boris. It
was Boris who coordinated the distribution of
the food parcels in that town. However since

he went through a stroke, and his health de-
teriorated, he has been no longer able to do
so. We recollected the memories going back
to 2005 when both of them participated in
“Remove the Stones” project in Poland. That
wonderful time they spent in Poland has fore-
ver remained in their memory. Visiting at the-
ir home we encouraged them to read the
Scriptures, which we once gave them. We ask
you to please pray for this couple that they
may have the desire to read the Word toge-
ther, and that they would get through it the
salvation in Messiah, Yeshua. For the word of
God is alive and active. Sharper than any

double-edged sword, it penetrates even to divi-
ding soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges
the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Hebrews
4:12

The following day we went to Tomashpol.
Visiting 40-year-old Yura was very moving to
us. Yura has been suffering of the children’s

celebral palsy. His whole body is twisted in all
kinds of directions especially his hands and legs.
He is also struggling with speaking. The worst
tragedy is for him the fact that ever since his
mother died he has lived all by himself. His aunt
living in a different region has paid a certain
woman to come to visit him once a day, pre-
pare a meal for him and also help him wash.
Yura cannot move and so he is totally depen-
dent on the help of others. Yet when Yura he-
ard about God’s love and salvation in Yeshua,
fully aware he longed for us to pray for him.
After the prayer was over Yura struggled with
a word he wanted to express. Finally, after
a while with much effort but also much joy he
exclaimed “Amen!”. He also added “Thanks”
with a smile. Asked if he had a Bible, Yura said
that he did. He had it indeed kept in a small
box. The pages were pinned together. That
way he was able to read. His attitude and his
response were a great joy and encouragement
for us. We also ask you to remember about
him in your prayers, for God to confirm in his
heart and mind through the Holy Spirit that he
is a precious, saved child. To him who is able to
keep you from stumbling and to present you before

Vitia & Zina

Boris & Ann

Yura
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his glorious presence without fault and with gre-
at joy, to the only God our Saviour be glory, maje-
sty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, before all ages, now and for evermore!
Amen. Jude 1:24-25

87-year-old Mania was next to visit in To-
mashpol. Everybody who knows her in town
calls her: Aunt Mania. Mania worked the who-
le life as a clerk in prosecutors’ office. Yet du-

a long time, it impaired her movements. We
prayed together for Yevgienia, her health con-
dition, and most of all for Yeshua to become
her personal Savior, as: From the Lord comes
deliverance. May your blessing be on our people.
Psalm 3:8

Another person we visited was 72-year-old
Maria and her husband 75-year-old Yefim.
Maria told us a lot about her life in a Jewish
town, which Tomashpol used to be. She recal-
led with nostalgia the days that are gone by
forever shrouded in the cruel history of the

Mania

Yevgienia

Maria

ring the war she miraculously survived in To-
mashpol ghetto, where she had to work in
very hard conditions. We lift up Mania to God’s
throne that in her elderly age, before she pas-
ses away to eternity, she may get salvation in
Messiah, Yeshua.

We also visited 76-year-old Yevgienia who
has been suffering with the spine problem for

Holocaust and communism. Maria told us with
awe in her voice about contemporary anti-Se-
mitism, which together with her husband they
have experienced. When we left her house we
saw a few men who would scream obsceni-
ties against the Jews with anger as if to con-
firm her words. It made us realize how deeply
anti-Semitism is rooted within the society. This
is particularly evident in small towns and villa-
ges. It is very frightening that in such places
over the years everyone knows everyone, and
yet time and time again an unwarranted anger
and hatred come to the surface. It is a great
challenge to pray, not only for our country but
also for Ukraine for it to be released of anti-
Semitism.

We went also to Yampol, where we were
greeted by a very nice 79-year-old Anna and
her 50-year-old son Misha, who are responsi-
ble for distributing food parcels for the needy
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in the Jewish community in the city. As we tal-
ked with Anna we learned that a lot of people,
whom we have helped in this city, have passed
away. With God’s grace, these people, in
a small way experienced practical help and love
in their lives.

In Yampol we also visited 61-year-old Lola.
As we talked we’ve noticed her openness to
the Word shared with her, as she also rece-

and Lyubov lived together for almost 50 years.
Despite the severe post-war years and the time
of communism, they are full of joy and opti-
mism, enjoying every day. Again, we could give
them the Scriptures with prayer and encoura-
gement for daily reading.

We also visited 75-year-old Shprinia, who
is a single and lonely woman. The monthly

Lola

Lubov & Ivan

ived the Bible from us. We’ve prayed together
and we believe the Lord will stir her to read
the Word, get to know Him better and better
in her life. Because the poor are plundered and
the needy groan, I will now rise, says the Lord,
I will protect them from those who malign them.
Psalm 12:5

The next stage of our journey was Vorono-
witza, where we handed food parcels and met
with Boris, who co-ordinates the work there.
In Voronowitza we visited 75-year-old Ivan and
72-year-old Lubov. As a married couple, Ivan

Shprinia

packages of food supply are of great help to
her. She grew up at the time of war and Ro-
manian and German occupation. Her whole
family was placed in an overcrowded ghetto
in Murafa within a short distance from Sharo-
grod. The poor conditions of food deprivation,
confinement and lack of any sanitation led to
typhoid and dysentery. Only by the grace of
God and His mercy did they survive until the
end of the occupation. We ask you to pray for
Shprinia that in her loneliness and poverty she
would look upon Yeshua who can save her and
give her not only eternal life but also true joy.

In Gniwan, we met Boris, the leader of
Gniwan Jewish community. It was a real joy.

Boris
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We went to see together 81-year-old Bella, and
her 56-year-old daughter Julie. The living con-
dition Bella and Julie live in are below any stan-

enabled us to share the Word with them. At
the end of our time with them we have put
both of them into the Lord’s hands asking God
for their salvation. We also ask you to pray for
that couple, that the Scriptures we gave them
will not just sit on the shelf, as another “pretty
book”, but that they will read it receiving it to
their hearts and lives. We ask you to please
pray for Raisa’s health. She has gone through
three cardiac arrests and also had a serious
cardiological surgery. Raisa and Fiodor were
very grateful for the help and care during the-
se hard times.

We also visited 77-year-old David. A few
years ago his wife died. Today, his children and
grandchildren live in Kiev and Moscow. David
shared with us the story of his life, which was
not easy. His childhood was marked by the trau-
ma of the Holocaust and the tragic death of his

Bella

Raisa

David

                                                                    & Fiodor

dards and sanitary conditions. It is hard to be-
lieve that Bella is holding a PhD in economy as
we look at her present living conditions. Now
she lives in an extreme poverty. That family is
going through a real tragedy as not only is Bel-
la mentally ill and suffers of advanced senile
dementia, but Julie’s personal tragedy of ha-
ving been beaten on her head by her husband
contributes to the picture of their suffering as
Julie has also fell mentally ill. We not only pro-
vided them with the food parcels but also we
made a decision to change three of the win-
dows in their flat. In spite of the continuous
care the women are getting from the Jewish
Gniewan community their living conditions are
very hard. At this time we may only cry out to
God that the Lord will give them mercy and
grace for a better solution to their predicament.
Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes
and daily food.  If one of you says to them, “Go in
peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does no-
thing about their physical needs, what good is it?
James 2:15-17.

Next place we went with the food parcels
was Gaisin. We’ve met there Boris, who is le-
ading a Jewish community there and who is
responsible for the distribution of the parcels
for the needy in that town.

In Gaisin we visited with the married co-
uple: 71-year-old Raisa and 73-year-old Fio-
dor. They have greeted us very warmly, which
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parents, who were murdered by the German
oppressors. For the rest of his childhood he
was a homeless wanderer depending on the
mercy of different people, and finally went to
a shelter for orphans in the far Russia. Howe-
ver, despite being orphaned he graduated from
high school, got higher education, and after re-
turning to his native village in Ukraine, worked
as a chief engineer at the local railway.

In Gaisin we also visited 87-year-old Tama-
ra, who told us the extraordinary fate of her
family during World War II, which reflected the

in prayer for the situation in Ukraine. A lot of
young people, fathers of families, are appoin-
ted to the regular army, and many of them have
not returned to their homes. Pray especially
for the situation of the Jewish minority in the
east, which is exposed to various excesses and
harassment of pro-Russian separatists. Do not
tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this
and foretell it long ago? You are my witnesses. Is
there any God besides me? No, there is no other
Rock; I know not one. Isaiah 44:8

In the nearby village Kamianna Gorka we
also visited 66-year-old Sofia, whom with God’s
help we provided with water installation into
the house. Sofia was very pleased with our vi-Tamara

remarkable care and blessing of God in her life
and all of her family. After wandering during
the war, exposed to many dangers, she finally
settled in Gaisin. Tamara’s story was very in-
teresting, but what touched us was her con-
cern for her daughter, who recently had to flee
the fighting in Donetsk, when pro-Russian se-
paratists attacked a school near her apartment.
She could take only what she was wearing. She
was not able to take anything from her home.
Her daughter’s drama, which happened a few
weeks ago, moved us so much since we reali-
zed that the wartime predicament of the mo-
ther is now passed on to her daughter.

From eastern Ukraine once again we are
confronted with a very disturbing news. We
learned from reliable sources that more than
200 Jewish families were forced to flee from
the territories, where the fighting took place.
As of today 120 of them have already left per-
manently to Israel. Thank you for persevering

Sofia

sit and once again expressed her gratitude for
all the good she has recently experienced. With
much emotion she told us that never in her
life, in her wildest dreams she would have tho-
ught that water would flow in her own home.
We are very happy about Sofia’s joy, but most
of all we were pleased with the fact that Sofia
belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ, who is her
personal Lord and Savior.

At the end of our stay in Gaisin we visited
78-year-old Mikhail, whose eyesight is deterio-
rating more and more. However, despite this
he has a lot of joy in our Savior, Yeshua, whom
he gave his life. Let’s pray for Mikhail bringing
him together before the throne of God’s grace
and interceding for a much-needed strength
and health in his everyday life. But as for me,
I watch in hope for the Lord, I wait for God my
Savior; my God will hear me. Micah 7:7
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Being in Vinnitsa we also met with Marina
and Siergiey, who, after the death of Svieta,
are responsible for Vinnitsa and region. Espe-
cially so is Siergiey, who is now the director of
the Shamash Foudation, with which we work

closely, on the medical project and charity soup
kitchen for the needy Jews in Vinnitsa. We ask
you to please intercede for Siergiey and Mari-
na and their co-workers that the Lord would
give them special wisdom and strength at the
beginning of assisting the needy, as promised
in His word: So do not fear, for I am with you; do
not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will streng-
then you and help you; I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand – Isaiah 41:10. Given such
a great need and poverty, which especially in
the current difficult times many Jews in Vinnit-
sa are facing, we are well aware that we are

not able to help everyone who requests assi-
stance. Nevertheless, together with the Sha-
mash Foundation leaders we talked of the po-
ssibility to open another soup kitchen for the
neediest in Vinnitsa. For this purpose the ne-
cessary steps have already been taken. Thank
you also for your earnest prayers in this mat-
ter that nothing would stand in the way of es-
tablishing yet another soup kitchen in the city.

We also went to Shepetovka where with
great joy we visited the soup kitchen. During
the dinner we shared the Word and gave the
greeting. During individual talks we heard many

people express their gratitude for our help
enabling them to have daily meals.

We talked with Roza and Zinov, who by the
grace of God and help, serve every day the
Jewish community in the city. It is not as easy
now since both those they help are getting ol-
der but they also are getting older and so the
effort put into the work costs them more
strength and health. We rejoice in the fact that
Roza and Zinov depend on the Lord, their hope
and trust is in the Lord of Israel, in Yeshua
Messiah. This trust and faith in His help has
brought them through difficult situations and
experiences many times. Let’s intercede for
Zinov and Roza before the throne of grace that
the Lord will strengthen them, give them he-
alth and wisdom in their daily work and servi-
ce. In our prayers let us proclaim for them the
wonderful promises, which the Lord gives tho-
se who trust him. Do you not know? Have you
not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the
Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow
tired or weary, and his understanding no one can
fathom. He gives strength to the weary and in-
creases the power of the weak. Even youths grow
tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall;

Marina & Siergiey

Soup kitchen in Shepetovka

Mikhail
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many restrictions caused by severe mental ill-
ness comes by himself to the soup kitchen and
also regularly visits his uncle. Let us entrust that
family to the Lord, and above all let us pray for
their salvation in Messiah Yeshua.

In Shepetovka we also visited 64-year-old
Gienia who was very grateful to us for the da-
ily practical help and for remembering her.
Gienia fondly recalled her dead mother. We
ask you to pray for Gienia so that the help and

Isaac & Arcadi

but those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they
will run and not grow weary, they will walk and
not be faint. Isaiah 40:28-31

While in Shepetowka we also visited Arca-
di, 83-year-old man who lives with his son and
daughter in law, and his other son lives with
his family in Moscow. It was Arcadi, as the im-
mediate family, who took care of 54-year-old
Isaac, whose mother – Bronia died a few years
ago. Thanks to the Lord, Isaac despite the

the love, she experiences would lead her to
salvation in Messiah Yeshua.

Our trip coincided with the feast of Suk-
kot, which on the one hand, is a very happy
holiday, but on the other hand, reminds us of
the fragility of human existence on this earth
and that our lives depend only on God’s grace
and mercy. Tents (sukkot) built for this feast
with tree branches and leaves have appeared
in many Jewish communities in Ukraine. As we
visited various Jewish communities, we could
share our insights into this feast.

The situation in Ukraine, in particular local
situation of the Jews seems to be more and
more unstable and uncertain. The evidence of
this is recently organized by the united Jewish
communities in Ukraine Special Security Cen-
tre for Jews living in the territory of that coun-
try. Special consultants were appointed in all
regions of Ukraine, who in case of difficult si-
tuations are bound to react immediately. Roza
and Zinov expressed their opinion about the
action taken by the Union of Jewish Commu-
nities of Ukraine: “For us it is like a red light,
we feel more and more threatened.”

Recalling the situation in the context of the
Feast of Sukkot, the only hope we have is in
the Lord God of Israel, who in His Word gives
unwavering evidence of His care and concern
for the people of his choosing. Therefore, as
we stand on the foundation of the Word of
God we need to pray for His protection and
His guidance of that part of His people who
live in Ukraine, since the following words hold
also for them the Lord’s comfort and grace:
“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when
I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
a King who will reign wisely and do what is just
and right in the land. In his days Judah will be
saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name
by which he will be called: The Lord Our Righte-
ous Savior.” Jeremiah 23:5-6

Shalom from Oświęcim

Gienia


