
Did Josephus describe the Temple Veil as being unusually strong? There is a  
reference to this in The Ryrie Study Bible New American Standard Translation 
(Moody Press copyright 1976,1978 ISBN 0-8024-7471-3). It is in the footnote for 
Exodus 26:31-35 and reads “...Josephus reported that the veil was four inches 
thick, was renewed every year, and that horses tied to each side could not pull it 
apart.”  Paul Baker

“The Temple had…golden doors of fifty-five cubits altitude and sixteen cubits 
in breadth; but before these doors there was a veil of equal largeness with the 
doors. It was a Babylonian curtain, embroidered with blue, and fine linen, and 
scarlet, and purple, and of a contexture that was truly wonderful. Nor was this 
mixture of colors without its mystical interpretation, but was a kind of image of  
the universe; for by the scarlet there seemed to be enigmatically signified fire,  
by the fine flax, the earth; by the blue the air, and by the purple, the sea…. This 
curtain had also embroidered upon it all that was mystical in the heavens,  
excepting that of the twelve signs of the Zodiac, representing living creatures...
The fineness of the linen and the embroidery is stressed, not thickness or 
strength. There are also other veils mentioned in similar terms, including the 
inner veil separating the Holy of Holies. In the New Testament, the veil of the Temple spontaneously split 
during the crucifixion. Certainly if the veil were as thick as your source said, that would make this a more 
impressive miracle; so one suspects the idea of an especially strong veil, and its citation of Josephus as 
authority, is a pious invention...”.  G. J. Goldberg
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Titus Flavius Josephus 
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Romano-Jewish scholar, 
historian and hagiographer
(CC-BY-SA-2.0, via Wikipedia)

Scale model of the Temple in the Second Temple period, Israel Museum in Jerusalem

“In the year that king Uzziah died, I saw also the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple” (Isaiah 6:1)



In the Hebrew, the meaning of this word “train,” according to Strong’s, is: shuwl shool from an unused root 
meaning to hang down; hem, skirt, train, skirt of a robe. The Greek equivalent to this word “train” is as  
follows: doxa dox’-ah. Based upon the Greek and Hebrew, God’s hem is also His glory and part of HIS  
garment. 

When the veil of the Temple was torn in two, it is significant as of a “rending of a garment”. It was as if God 
tore His garment when His Son died, but even in the sorrow, He made a way for us to enter into the Holy of 
Holies through the “tearing kriyah”. In the Jewish/Hebraic culture there is a precise meaning to this act: there 
is a mitzvah (a good deed) upon seeing the site of the Temple (not only the Western Wall but also  
the whole Temple Mount) to rip ones garment, as a mourner does for a beloved one at a funeral. (Code of  
Jewish Law 561) This is called “tearing kriyah.” This rip, however, is not simply a mechanical act of tearing 
your clothes. Rather, tearing kriyah” should help you to feel an emotional rift in the depths of your heart,  
as it is written: “Rend your hearts and not your garments” (Yoel/Joel 2.13). From the Jewish Book of Why,  
published by Jonathan David Publishers, Inc.; revised 1995, 2000; page 59, a Christian can only imagine 
how God felt when He tore the veil, in relation to His own Heart also being rent. 

The custom of tearing the garment of a mourner (called Keria in Hebrew) is of biblical origin. When Jacob 
saw Joseph’s bloodstained coat of many colors, his sons told him that Joseph was killed by a wild beast. 
Jacob reacted by tearing his garment. (Genesis 37:34). The bible also describes how David tore his clothes 
when he heard of the death of King Saul. (II Samuel 1:11) And in the book of Job, Job is described as  
tearing his mantle when he begins to mourn the loss of his children. (Job 1:20). The temple curtain was torn 
right after Yeshua died but before He was buried. The “renting” of the garment was from the top. “And Jesus 
cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost. And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to 
the bottom.” Mark 15:37-38

Many overlook the significance of the veil of the 
temple tearing from top to bottom. This is the veil that 
separated the Holy of Holies from the inner court of 
the Temple. The veil was a curtain from floor to ceiling 
that separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. 
This veil was 60 feet high, 30 feet wide and 3 feet 
thick. It was no ordinary feat to tear it in two even if 
you started from the bottom rather than the top!  
Hebrew customs tell us that the veil was actually 
called the “hem of God’s garment.”

In ancient Israel, rending your clothing was what you 
did as a sign of mourning; a sign of grief mixed with 
deep regret. Rending your clothes was a ritual sign  
of heartbreak. Well, if the Temple was where God 
lived (and this was the belief of the time), the veil  
was God’s garment. The rending of the veil was the  
rending of God’s clothes (so to speak). It’s a visible 
action of grief. At that very moment in time, He was 
mourning the loss of His Son, as haMashiach [the 
Messiah] willingly laid down His life for us!! I would 
never presume to know what was running through 
God’s mind at that moment, but I’d imagine He was 
thinking something along the lines of “Look! That’s 
My Son who’s being murdered over there....”  
I would encourage you this very day to bow your 
heart before the Throne of Grace, that the Master of 
all graces may indwell you richly and fully, that His 
abundant mercies may engulf you. It’s time we all 
rend our hearts, rather than our garments.  Anna L. 
Schwery – © Yad b’Yad Ministries

As it made God sad to watch His Son die, it could be likened unto tearing out one’s heart. Indeed, when  
the veil was torn, it showed how much God loved us by sending His Son. Let us also rend our hearts for  
the Jewish people who are being attacked on all sides from all corners of the world. 

A model of the Tabernacle showing the holy place, and 
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Let us Go to the Throne Room Together from All Nations:
Christian teams continue to fish for Jewish people in the Former  
Soviet Union where it is reported that in Estonia and Latvia (on 
the borders of Russia) there is fear that nationalists will try to stir 
up trouble. Pray for those called to go to the churches to ask for 
Godly responses to help the Jewish people. Once again, we speak 
of the horrible time of anti-semitism in today’s world. Hungary has 
an upsurge, Latin America is experiencing anti-semitism especially 
in Venezuela. Pray that the storm clouds from the North which are 
gathering quickly will spur home the Jewish people to Israel before  
it grows even darker.

Usually in times of crises, aliyah, or immigration to Israel picks up. 
We experienced it ourselves in 1990 when the gates of the FSU 
flung open to the Refuseniks who had been trying to immigrate to 
Israel were launched into the air and brought home on many airlifts. 

Ministries like Ebenezer (Ebenezer Emergency Fund.com) is a ministry getting the Jewish people home to 
the Land of Israel. For years since the forming of EEF and CFI, we have complimented each other. CFI, in 
Israel, takes care of the bruised and shattered, often those without any hope in the early days of their arrival 
to Israel. (www.cfijerusalem.org). Both of us can use your help during these uncertain days for the Jewish 
people in the nations. Please go to one of our websites to be a real part in this deep and life saving work. 
We both need your help to do the work God has called us to do for His People.

• Pray for the Jewish people to find a way to make it home from the FSU be it by bus or airplane.  
“Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth...” 
(Jeremiah 31:8). 

• Intercede for those of us who are wanting to bring a blessing to the lives of the Jewish people in these 
prophetic times in which we live. “Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles 
afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his 
flock”.  (Jeremiah 31:10).

• Call out for the hope that is waiting for Israel when they return home. “And there is hope in thine end, 
saith the Lord, that thy children shall come again to their own border”. (Jeremiah 31;17). 

• Beseech the Lord in prayer for the foul spirits of drugs, human trafficking, prostitution and alcohol that 
has come into Israel with the great aliyah from the nations where the Jewish people have been scattered 
for so long. Being away from the Torah and the ways of God, they need to learn who they are and to 
learn the ways of God and Torah all over again. “For I will restore health to thee...”. (Jeremiah 30:17). 
Also pray for Israeli youth who have learned to “party” from the nations, and that more and more will 
return to God and His Ways. 

• Thank God for the many here who love God and follow His Ways, and are learning more and more to 
walk with God. Praise be to His Holy Name. 

Once again, much prayer is needed, and the combined prayers of multitudes of Watchmen around the world 
bring us strength in the spiritual realm of prayer for the People of Israel whom we love as followers of the Lord 
Jesus. Thank you for sharing our online information with others you know around the world who pray for Israel. 
You may do this freely.

Until He Comes,
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