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The “Rest” Project

From the 21st of September to the 3rd of October another group of eight Jews from Ukraine
were able to travel to Poland for a holiday. During that time we were able to visit a few places in
Poland and study the Word of God. Most of these people were in our country for the first time.
During these two weeks they were able to forget for a while about all the daily problems and
troubles that they have to deal with at this time in Ukraine.

At the beginning of their stay we visited Krakow and a few historical places there. Because of
the age of our guests, we tried to keep the visits from being too tiring. For this reason we rented
a motorized tourist cart in which we could travel around Krakow. The cart was equipped so
that we could listen to the history of Krakow in the Russian language. The old part of the city
made a great impression on them, and especially the Kazimierz district where Jewish people
lived for many years. Our group was touched by the fact that Poland is proud of its 1000-year
history connected with the Jewish nation.

After we visited Krakow we traveled to Oświęcim. Because the holiday of Yom Kippur was
the next day we decided to take part in prayer at the synagogue in Oświęcim. We were very
surprised when we met Rabbi Shlomo and his wife from Jerusalem, praying in the synagogue.
After he finished praying, Rabbi Shlomo told us that he had had a desire to come to Oświęcim to
pray that God would forgive the guilt of the Holocaust. Our hearts were full of joy as we witnes-
sed how God works through His Holy Spirit. We have been praying for more than 20 years in
Oświęcim that God would forgive the guilt of the pouring out of innocent blood. God poured
that same desire into the hearts of Rabbi Shlomo and his wife.

The next day we visited the former German Nazi concentration and death camp
KL Auschwitz-Birkenau. This place speaks loudly, because of its history, every time it is visited.
It was a time of reflection for our group as well as great pain because of the suffering of their
nation and other nations that were murdered in such a brutal, inhuman way here.

We went to Wisła the next day where brother Jurek invited us to a lamb barbeque. The
warm reception and huge surprise of the deliciously prepared roasted lamb touched the hearts
of our visitors. They could hardly believe that this meeting had been organized especially for
them by believers who love the Jewish nation.

We traveled to Bańska Wyżna from Wisla, just a few kilometers from Zakopane – Poland’s
premier mountain resort. We stayed there until the end of their visit in Poland. Each day, in the
morning and evening, we read and considered God’s Word and pointed to the salvation in Jesus
the Messiah, who God gave for Israel and the other nations. We were aware of how God led us
during those days and gave us a warm, family atmosphere.

The Sukkot holiday began during the visit and we were able to speak about this during our
Bible study times. On the last day of that holiday, when water was poured out on the altar,
asking for rain, Jesus called out; “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”
(Jn. 7:37,38) Jesus is the one who can forgive our sins and fill us with His Holy Spirit. Every day
we saw how God, through His Holy Spirit, opened hearts and we were able to pray about the
needs of individuals.

God answered our prayers and we saw His miracles. One of them was the weather. The
forecasts called for rain but the sun shone. On the day we planned to go to Kasprowy Wierch
(a mountain in the Western Tatras) there was thick fog but the tickets had already been bought
and we couldn’t return them. As we stood in line at the lift one of the people who had just
returned from the top of the mountain said; “It’s a waste of time to go there because you can’t
see anything because of the fog.” After about 30 minutes, when we arrived at the top, God
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moved the fog away and a beautiful panorama of the Tatras appeared before our eyes. We all
were aware of the almighty hand of God.

During the last Shabbat evening, as we said good bye, everyone was able to speak about their
experience during the time of rest in Poland. In the eyes of our guests we saw tears of joy and
thankfulness to God, who gave them the possibility of spending this unforgettable time in Po-
land.

This project has been named “Remove the Stones” as is written in the book of Isaiah 62:10;
“…Build up, build up the highway! Remove the stones…” During this time we were able to
observe how many stones were removed from our guest’s lives. What moved them the most
was that during their lives they had suffered so much because of anti-Semitism and that here
they had experienced love and respect from the people they had met. We were able to tell
them that they’ve only met a small number of such people because there are many more people
in Poland who pray for and love God’s chosen nation.

We are grateful to God for this time. Thank you for your support in this ministry of mercy
and encouragement to Israel. “Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.” (Is. 40:1)

Shalom from Oświęcim


