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Oświęcim, November 2015

We are thankful to the Lord as we remem-
ber our next trip to Ukraine which took place
in October. The Lord gave us a very busy but
also blessed time.

At the beginning of our visit we traveled to
Vinnitsa where we visited a few people in the-
ir homes. Most of them were people who re-
ceive medical help through the Shamash foun-
dation in Vinnitsa with whom we have worked
together for many years, bringing help in many
ways to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob in Vinnitsa and the surrounding areas.

We visited 82-year-old Adelayda. Adelay-
da, as a Jewess, survived through WWII be-
cause she served in the Red Army. As she her-
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daughter in a very small and poor flat. Adelay-
da worked for 50 years as a teacher of Russian
literature and language. She now receives
a very small retirement of 1500 UHA (about
62$) a month. Her daughter also receives
a pension of 900 UHA (about 37$) a month.
With such a small income they are just barely
able to pay their bills and buy enough food to
keep from starving. Adelayda also has serious
health problems, the worst being pain in her
joints and deteriorating cartilage in her knees.
The medicine that she receives through the
medical project is a great help to her. The only
real solution in her difficult situation would be
an operation to replace the joints in her kne-
es, which would cost $6,000! In their difficult
financial situation, with their income together
of $100 per month, such an operation rema-
ins only an unreal dream. Adelayda takes me-
dicine and shots but it only gives partial and
momentary relief. At least it gives her some
help in her suffering. During our visit we gave
Adelayda a walker which will help her to move
around in her flat more easily. Adelayda than-
ked us with tears in her eyes and said; “I don’t
have the words to thank you for everything.
It’s enough just to be able to stand and look at
the beautiful world God has created.” We read
a passage from God’s Word in Isaiah together
with Adelayda and prayed about her health
needs. At the end of our visit Adelayda told
us, with a smile on her face; “Now I’m going
to read the Bible!” We are grateful to the Lord
that He, in His grace, keeps Adelayda and her
daughter in His care and lengthens their lives.

self admitted, God allowed her in a miraculo-
us way to live until today. Since her husband
died, 12 years ago, she lives together with her

Adelayda
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Let’s commit them to prayer, especially for
their health, that they might experience and
be aware of God’s blessing and working in eve-
rything. The God of Israel wants to save them
and give them eternal life.

We also visited a married couple; 68-year-
old Victoria and 74-year-old Yevgienij, who had
an operation for stomach cancer 10 years ago.
Through the years the Lord has given him
strength and health for his daily life. Victoria is
a very intelligent person, she finished studies
in film direction and theater as well as econo-
mics. Many years ago, when she was still acti-
ve professionally, she formed a foundation to
help young people from orphanages learn
a profession to make it easier for them to suc-
ceed in adult life. Victoria has dedicated most
of her life to helping others. Her monthly reti-
rement is now 1500 UAH (about 62$). Her
husband’s retirement is also very minimal and
together they are living in very difficult circum-
stances. With great satisfaction Victoria told
us about the many young people she was able
to help and that many of them have become
independent, responsible adults. Nevertheless,
she and her husband have to admit that the
time has come when they themselves have to
reach out to others for help. We thank the Lord
that through the medical project we are able
to help them in the practical way of purcha-
sing much needed medicine. Please pray for
Victoria and Yevgienij, that the Lord in His gra-
ce would touch their hearts, that the Holy Spirit
would put into their hearts a desire to read
God’s Word which can transform their lives.
“…so is my word that goes out from my mo-
uth; it will not return to me empty, but will
accomplish what I desire and achieve the pur-
pose for which I sent it.” (Is. 55:11)

We also visited 84-year-old Nina, who, de-
spite the horrible things she experienced du-
ring the Holocaust, is very cheerful and active,
both physically and mentally. It’s an evidence
of God’s grace when people who have lived
through such tragic experiences can cope with
and enjoy daily life. We are glad that Nina ta-
kes part regularly in the Shabbat meetings that
are organized through the project “Synagogue”
in cooperation with the local Messianic con-

gregation. Let’s pray and believe that the Lord
will touch her heart so that she might come to
know Him as her Lord and Savior.

We are grateful to God that we were able
to visit 75-year-old Anna. The Lord has heard
our prayers and her health has improved eno-
ugh so that she was able to take part in the
rest project we organized in Poland. She was
able to study the Word of God together with
the others who took part and enjoy the beau-
tiful scenery in many beautiful areas of our
country. It was the fulfillment of her dream to
see the Wisla River and Krakow because her

Nina
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ancestors came from Poland. We are full of
joy that Anna gladly receives and reads God’s
Word which has changed her life in a great way.
“Blessed is the one who reads the words of
this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear
it and take to heart what is written in it…”
(Rev. 1:3) We are also glad that Anna, in her
very difficult financial situation, can take ad-
vantage of the daily meals at the soup kitchen
in Vinnitsa.

The next person that we visited was 76-
year-old Shella. Together with her sister and
parents, as Jews, they had the good fortune of
being able to escape in one of the last evacu-
ation transportations to Tashkent during Hi-
tler’s occupation of Vinnitsa. Then from Tash-
kent they were forced to evacuate to
Chelyabinsk, from there they returned to their
home city, Vinnitsa, after the war. This time of
evacuation and traveling during the war was

and that they would receive Him as their per-
sonal Savior.

Our hearts were touched as we visited 86-
year-old Dymitr and his wife, Nadia. Dymitr
and his family didn’t have the good fortune of
being evacuated during WWII and so lived
through that time being persecuted, living in
fear and hunger each day. Unfortunately one
day a Ukrainian police force and a group of SS
men gathered all the Jews in the area and led
them to a large barn at the edge of their villa-

Shella
Dymitr & Nadia

ge. After several days of living in the cold and
lacking food the order was given for all the
men, and even small boys, to come out from
the barn. Dymitr wasn’t taken with the other
boys because he had long, curly hair at the
time. He hugged closely to his grandmother
and the guards thought he was a girl and left
him in the barn with the women. A long line of
men, led by the SS men and the Ukrainian po-
lice, were led away from the barn. They didn’t
go far because Dymitr was able to observe,
through the gaps in the barn wall, exactly what
was going on outside. What he saw will stay in
his heart and mind forever. He was eyewit-
ness to the brutal murdering of all the men,
including his grandfather, who were then pu-
shed into a mass grave that had been dug ear-
lier. In a short time the guards came for the
women and girls. Dymitr knew exactly why
they were being called for and what would wait
them at the end of their march. As he walked
in the line of women he thought about his
grandfather and about what was soon to hap-
pen with him. Suddenly a very clear and brave
idea came into his young mind; “Move slowly

very difficult for them. Shella’s father grew ill
because of hunger and poverty and because
of his many serious health problems died shor-
tly after they returned to Vinnitsa. She wor-
ked throughout her professional life as an en-
docrinologist in the city hospital. After she
became a widow the closest people for her
from her family are her daughter and her very
sick sister. Let’s commit Shella and her family
to the Lord that they might experience the
loving care of Jesus, the Messiah of Israel, thro-
ugh the help and care that they now receive.
Pray that the Lord would touch their hearts
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away from everyone and escape.” As he tho-
ught, he acted, very slowly he moved away
from the rest of the group who were on their
way to their deaths. He moved away until he
decided to make a run into the forest. It was
God’s miracle that he was able to do this in
the sight of two SS men who were guarding
the group from the rear. When he had run sa-
fely into the woods he heard several shots from
a machine gun. He knew for sure that at that
moment his beloved grandmother had met the
same fate as his grandfather had earlier. As he
told us his story he wasn’t able to explain how
it was possible that he had been able to esca-
pe. The only thing that came to his mind was;
“It’s God’s miracle.” He lived as an orphan to
the end of the war. As we thank God for the
great miracle of Dymitr’s life, pray that the God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Who saved his
life in such a miraculous way, would dwell in
his heart through the Savior and Messiah of
Israel – Yeshua. Pray about the very complica-
ted situation of Dymitr’s family, that the Lord
would show His mercy and grace to his whole
family. Pray, too, for support and wisdom for
Olga, who as a Jewess who believes in Yeshua,
has close contact with Dymitr and his family.
“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my
fortress, my God, in whom I trust. Surely he
will save you from the fowler’s snare and from
the deadly pestilence. He will cover you with
his feathers, and under his wings you will find
refuge…” (Ps. 91:1–4)

The next person we visited was 81-year-
old Yevgienija. She received us with great joy
even though, as she said “As for my health,
I’ve got nothing to boast about but may the
Lord be glorified in everything.” Yevgienija lost
many of her loved ones during the Holocaust
but the Lord God in His great grace and mer-
cy enabled her to live through the terrible time
of the war. Yevgienija had a serious brain stro-
ke last year and since then has serious pro-
blems with her speech and walking ability. She
was very grateful for the walker we gave her
because now she is able to go outdoors.
Yevgienija had a daughter who died a few years

ago and her grandson lives in Crimea. Becau-
se of the military conflict there she has lost
contact with him and doesn’t know how he’s
doing.

Many years ago Yevgienija’s son got into bad
company. Soon afterwards he began to have
a problem with alcohol, lost his job, and, in
addition to everything, became addicted to
drugs. We can only imagine the pain and suffe-
ring of Yevgienija as his mother. In this hope-
less situation she began to cry out to God for
help but for three years not only did things
not improve but her son’s situation grew wor-
se. The alcohol and drugs destroyed her son’s
organism to the extent that he was no longer
able to get out of bed. His condition got wor-
se, month by month. Finally their doctor deci-
ded to give him small injections of drugs, to
calm down the growing nervous reaction of
his organism. Everyone was already counting
the days to his death… everyone except his
mother. Yevgienija in desperation and despair

 Yevgienija
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decided to turn to Yeshua the Messiah, whom
she had heard so much about, in prayer. The
answer to her prayer came within a week’s
time, at 3 in the morning. Her son opened his
eyes and he had an undeniable desire to call
out to God to rescue and help him. After that
he had strength enough to get up out of bed
and walk to his mother’s room. It was a real
shock for Yevgienija to see her son, who had
been laying in bed for a week, to get out of
bed, come to her and call out that she wake
up. Yevgienija knew exactly what had happe-
ned and that Yeshua had done this for her. From
that time Yeshua became her personal Savior.
Thanks to God’s grace Yevgienija’s son was able
to return to a normal life, has a family and is a
great joy to his mother.

We are thankful to God that volunteers
from the Messianic foundation Shamash are in
regular contact with Yevgienija. She is a great
encouragement and testimony for them. At the
end of our visit we encouraged Yevgienija to
continue to put her trust in God, who has hel-
ped her in such a miraculous way until now.
We saw tears of thankfulness in her eyes. “Re-
strain your voice from weeping and your eyes
from tears, for your work will be rewarded,
declares the Lord.” (Jer. 31:16)

The last person we visited in Vinnitsa was
76-year-old Bronislava. During the war she,
together with her family, was evacuated to
Kakandu (eastern Uzbekistan). After the war
they returned to Vinnitsa where her father
worked as the director of the city power plant.
Bronislava worked throughout her adult life
as a technology teacher. We are glad that Bro-
nislava keeps in close contact with volunteers

from the Shamash foundation and that thro-
ugh her fellowship with them she has accep-
ted Yeshua as her Messiah and Savior. About 2
years ago, as she walked near her apartment
block, she was hit by a speeding car. As a re-
sult of head injuries she received in this acci-
dent she quickly began to lose her eyesight.
Now she is completely blind. In spite of these
difficult experiences Bronislava has sincerely
put her trust in the Lord and God of Israel.
She is also very thankful for the medical help
and spiritual support that she receives from
the Shamash foundation.

We were grateful to God for all the people
whom we work with from the Shamash foun-
dation who, through the soup kitchens and the
medical project, not only care for the physical
health of those they help but also, through re-
gular contact with those who need help, are

Bronislava

Soup kitchen in Vinnitsa

Soup kitchen in Vinnitsa

able to serve them, most importantly, in a spi-
ritual way. Among these people are Eleonora
and Nina, who run the soup kitchens in Vinnit-
sa. Every day (from Monday to Friday) they
meet with people who come for meals to the
soup kitchens. They are able to read God’s
Word with them and give testimony of the
Messiah Yeshua. We write about them becau-
se they need our prayers very much. Altho-
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 Eleonora & Nina

 Shabbat meeting in Vinnitsa

ugh they have their own health problems the-
ir faces are always full of joy and there are
smiles on their faces thanks to the Messiah
Yeshua. Pray for Eleonora and Nina, especially

for their health and for God’s wisdom in their
ministry to God’s chosen people. Pray that in
their daily work and ministry they will always
experience the supernatural support and bles-
sing of God. We also commit to the Lord Sie-
rioza and his wife Marina who are responsible
for the functioning of the Shamash foundation
and all of the projects that they realize in Vin-
nitsa. We can commit this ministry of mercy
and hope and faith, as God’s Word tells us;
“being confident of this, that he who began
a good work in you will carry it on to comple-
tion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Phil.1:6)

We are grateful to our heavenly Father for
the development of the project “Synagogue”.
Through this project many people meet toge-
ther every Friday evening to light together
Shabbat candles, read the appropriate passa-
ges from the Torah, prophets and New Cove-
nant and sing praises to the Lord. Our gre-
atest joy is that many of the participants in these
meetings are people who have received prac-
tical help through the soup kitchens and medi-
cal project for a longer period of time. It is
wonderful to see how the practical help and
love they have experienced for years bear fruit
in them coming to the Messiah Yeshua. Many
of them have already come to know Him and
many are in the process of coming to know
Him. These meetings are led through the wor-
king together of the Shamash foundation and
the Messianic congregation in Vinnitsa. They

are a wonderful fruit of the many years of
practical ministry to God’s chosen people in
this area.

While we were in Vinnitsa we took part in
a Shabbat meeting. When we spoke from
God’s Word many people who had been li-
stening came to us with prayer requests. This
made us even more aware of the many ne-
eds, both physically and spiritually, there are
among these descendants of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob in Vinnitsa. We ask you to also pray
that those who take part in these meetings

would experience God’s grace and mercy and,
above all else, would meet with the living Mes-
siah of Israel, Yeshua. May the desire of the
Apostle Paul as is written in Romans 10:1 also
become our deep and zealous prayer; “Bro-
thers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for
the Israelites is that they may be saved.”

With sadness we need to let you know that
two people whom we visited during our last
trip and whom we wrote about in our last In-
formation and Prayer Letter from Ukraine have
passed away into eternity. 75-year-old Dymitr
and 85-year-old Fima. Both Fima and Dymitr
were in our country to take part in the “Re-
move the Stones” project. During that time
they heard much about the salvation there is
in the Messiah, Yeshua. When we visited them
for the last time in June we encouraged them
to commit their lives to Yeshua. Both of them
are no longer alive but only the Lord, who
knows all hearts, also knows what their lives
were like, especially in their last moments here
on earth. Despite our sorrow that they are no
longer with us, we are thankful to God that
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when they were still alive we were able to give
them practical help and they could see and feel
the love that God has poured into our hearts
for His people.

The next place we visited during our trip
was Mohyliv Podolskyi where we met with the
leader of the Jewish community, Leonid. We
were able to visit people, together with him,
whom we help through the food packages and
meals at the soup kitchen.

One of the first people we visited was 82-
year-old Viera and 58-year-old Zina. Both of
them have university educations. Viera taught
Russian and her daughter English. Viera’s hus-
band died 13 years ago. Since then she lives
together with her daughter. Viera lived thro-
ugh the horrors of the Holocaust. Her greatest
concern at the moment is that her daughter’s
health continues to deteriorate. From time to
time she falls into deep depression and apa-
thy. While her husband was alive Viera did
much to get a correct diagnosis and plan for
her daughter’s healing. The best specialists in
Moscow and Saint Petersburg diagnosed her
problem as a serious neuropsychological pro-
blem. Unfortunately all the medicine and the-
rapy have had no positive effect up till now.
Pray for Viera and her daughter, Zina. Very
often, when human possibilities and wisdom
come to an end, God begins to work. Pray for
God’s undertaking and mercy in this situation.
“Heal me, o Lord, and I will be healed; save
me and I will be saved, for you are the one I
praise.” (Jer. 17:14)

We had a joyful visit with 87-year-old Lidia.
Lidia broke her hip bone a year ago. Thanks
to God’s grace and our prayers Lidia can fre-
ely move around in her home with a walker.
As always, Lidia was full of joy and optimism
and happy to be alive. Pray that the Lord will
continue to bless her in her senior years.

Another person we visited in Mohyliv Po-
dolskyi was 82-year-old Fira. During the war

Fira was evacuated and only thanks to God’s
grace was able to live through these difficult
times. Fira worked as an English and German
language teacher. Despite her age she is a very
active member of the Mohyliv Jewish commu-
nity committee. Pray for Fira, that in the time
she still has on this earth she may come to
know the Savior Yeshua.

The last person we visited in Mohyliv Po-
dolskyi was 65-year-old Aaron, who has had
a slight mental handicap from childhood. Be-
cause of his situation he is under the continual
care of the Jewish community and receives
meals at the soup kitchen. It is difficult to talk
with Aaron and we don’t know how much he
is able to understand of what is said to him.
We do know that the Lord has a plan for him
and is able to touch him in a miraculous way
so that he could come to know Him as his per-
sonal Savior. Let’s not forget to pray for Aaron
and believe that God will work in his life.
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We want to ask you to especially pray for
Leonid, who, as the leader of the Jewish com-
munity in Mohyliv Podolskyi, puts all his heart
into this work and shows great care and love
to all the members of the community. Recen-
tly Leonid had a heart attack and spent 3 we-

eks in hospital. Please pray for Leonid, that the
Lord would give him health and the wisdom
he needs to continue this ministry of mercy
which he has undertaken. “O Lord my God,
I called to you for help and you healed me.”
(Ps. 30:2)

At the end of our time in Mohyliv Podolskyi
we met for lunch with people we hosted this
year in Poland through the “Remove the Sto-

nes” project. It was a blessed time of sharing
our experiences and memories from the time
in our country. It was important for us to con-
tinue to encourage these beloved people to
commit their lives to the One who can take
care of not only their daily lives now but espe-
cially give them eternal life. “I tell you the truth,
whoever hears my word and believes him who
sent me has eternal life and will not be con-
demned; he has crossed over from death to
life.” (Jn. 5:24)

The last stop in our visit to Ukraine was
Shepetivka where we visited the soup kitchen
and were able to share God’s Word and our
testimonies. Our beloved friends from the
soup kitchen in Shepetivka send you their war-
mest greetings and thanks for all the help that
they receive daily through the soup kitchen
thanks to your support. While we were in She-
petivka we also visited people we help in their
homes.

The first of these was 57-year-old Isaac,
who lives by himself since the death of his
mother, but because of his mental handicap is
under the full time care of his uncle. Thank

God that Isaac’s handicap doesn’t limit his abi-
lity to move about and his contact with other
people. For this reason Isaac is able to come
to the soup kitchen every day where he rece-
ives a warm meal. This is a huge help to him in
his situation. We commit Isaac to the Lord that,
despite his limitations, the Holy Spirit would
work in his heart and lead him to be reconci-
led with Yeshua the Messiah of Israel.
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Olga

Alexander

Lisa & Alexander

We also visited 75-year-old Olga. Her hus-
band died a month and a half ago. Olga feels
very much alone. With great sadness she ad-
mitted to us that she really feels the need of

having someone who would stand with her and
encourage her in her sadness. Olga has heard
about Yeshua many times. This time we read
together God’s Word – Psalm 121:1,2 “I lift
up my eyes to the hills – where does my help
come from? My help comes from the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.” We prayed
together with Olga for God’s care and com-
fort during this very difficult time for her. We
ask you to also pray for Olga who needs so
much encouragement and the care of the best
shepherd, Yeshua.

The next person we visited was 81-year-
old Alexander, who, thanks to God’s grace,

feels well and despite the difficult times of the
war that he had to go through is in good he-
alth. We are glad that Alexander takes part in
the soup kitchen in Shepetivka where he can
receive meals and also hear God’s Word. Pray
for Alexander, that the word that he has he-
ard would bear an abundant harvest in his life
to God’s glory. “For the word of God is living
and active. Sharper than any double-edged
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart.” (Heb. 4:12)

The last people we visited in Shepetivka
were 69-year-old Alexander and his wife Lisa.
After Alexander broke his hip bone he was

bedridden for more than a year. Because he
already had had two heart attacks and a stro-
ke it was too much of a risk to have an opera-
tion to heal his broken bones. Thanks to God’s
grace, many prayers and the support of Ale-
xander’s entire family he can slowly move aro-
und in his home. We are grateful to God for
His faithfulness and for hearing our prayers in
this matter. “…and call upon me in the day of
trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor
me.” (Ps. 50:15)

Together with Roza and Zinov we visited
Swieta who is a believer in the Messiah Yeshua
and her handicapped brother Slavik. They both
are helped by the soup kitchen. We had a good
time of fellowship together. When we talked
with Roza and Zinov, who carry the responsi-
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Swieta & Slavik

bility for the ministry in Shepetivka, they asked
us for prayer, that the Lord would give them
the health and strength they need to meet the
challenge, both physically and spiritually, that
they face in their ministry. “Do you not know?
Have you not heard? The Lord is the everla-
sting God, the Creator of the ends of the
earth… He gives strength to the weary and
increases the power of the weak. Even youths
grow tired and weary, and young men stum-
ble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength. They will soar on
wings life eagles; they will run and not grow
weary, they will walk and not be faint.” (Is.
40:28-31)

It’s a great joy to us that the small group of
Jewish believers in the Messiah in Shepetivka
is growing stronger. They meet every Friday eve-
ning in the city synagogue to pray together and
read God’s Word. It is an encouragement to
all of them and builds them up in the difficult
situations they are facing right now.

The coming winter season is a source of
worry for those whom we help. The main re-
ason for this is the sudden and enormous in-
crease in the cost of natural gas and heating.
The next winter will be very difficult for many
of them. Many people, full of fear, told us that
the cost of food and medicine is more than
they can afford, not to mention the increased
costs for heating and natural gas. We especial-
ly ask you to pray for God’s special working so
that, according to our possibilities, we will be
able to help the people who most need it du-
ring this difficult winter period.

For all of us, and especially the elderly pe-
ople whom we help, time is passing more and
more quickly. For this reason we are thankful
to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob for
every opportunity we have to help and to be
in contact with our beloved friends in Ukra-
ine. Every meeting with them is another chan-
ce to share a word of encouragement with
them and the hope that is in their Messiah,
Yeshua.

We ask you to pray for one another that, as
we carry out this work of the Lord together,
we might use the time that is before us as ef-
fectively and usefully as possible. “Be very ca-
reful, then, how you live – not as unwise but
as wise, making the most of every opportuni-
ty, because the days are evil.” (Eph. 5:15,16)

Shalom from Oświęcim


