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“The king’s edict granted the Jews in every city the right to 
assemble and protect themselves; to destroy… the armed 
men of any nationality or province who might attack them 

and their women and children….”  (Esther 8:11).  
 
Israel Continues Preparations for Possible 
Strike  
  
The American-Iranian nuclear accord seems to be nearing its final 
stage, with some elements of the accord remaining secretive. One 
weakness of US leaders is that US leaders have always tended to 
believe that the so-called “bad man” is really a good guy if you just 
treat him right and address his grievances. Israeli leaders have never 
been that naïve.  The idea of “peace in our time” (actually a WWII 
British delusion) has never swayed Israelis. They remain convinced that 
Iran wants to—and will—wipe them off the map if given a chance. 
Israel doesn’t intend to give them a chance.  

For that reason, Israel’s high command is working on advanced 
preparations for a unilateral military strike on Iran’s nuclear program, 
even if it stretches into 2014. In conjunction with that, the IDF has 
requested a supplemental NIS3.5 billion defense budget from the 
Israeli government. 

 As for the talks with Iran, the US president will no doubt remain vague 
in public speeches, partly because not all parts of the accord have been 
finalized, and partly to avoid coming clean on the full scope of the deal 
with Teheran.  
  
Secretary of State John Kerry, who is involved in the talks, sounded 
unusually impatient on Monday, October 28, when he said, “Some have 
suggested that somehow there’s something wrong with giving 
diplomacy a chance. We will not succumb to those fear tactics and 
forces that suggest otherwise.” He did not name Israeli Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu, but clearly lashed out against what he regards as 
the prime minister’s “fear tactics” (Debkafile, October 30).  
  



Part of the negotiations deal with the sanctions that were previously 
leveled against Teheran. The US Office of Foreign Assets Control is 
working with senior staff from Iranian President Rouhani’s bureau on 
the sanctions. The talks aim to determine which sanctions will be lifted 
and at which stage of the negotiations. So far, to this writer’s 
knowledge, the sanctions all remain in place. Teheran, sensing a 
softness in the present US Administration, is aiming to get the worst of 
the sanctions removed while pressing forward with their nuclear 
program. It is clear now that the US Administration is okay with the 
idea of a nuclear Iran. It is just part of the left-leaning, unreasonable 
thinking of many current US leaders.  

 Israel Quietly Feeding Syrian Refugees 

  
Though not so much in the public eye now, the Syrian war goes on. 
Some reports say that most of Syria’s chemical weapons have now 
been destroyed. But the humanitarian crisis created by the war is not 
so easy to fix. Nevertheless Israel is trying.  

Over half a million refugees fleeing Syria's ongoing civil war have 
flooded into northern Jordan over the past year. Nearly half of them are 
living in a large UN refugee camp, but the rest are relying on care from 
various NGOs, including at least one from Israel (Israel Today 
magazine, October 28). Among the organizations funding and 
distributing physical and emotional aid to the hundreds of thousands of 
Syrians is IsraAid, an Israeli humanitarian group with years of 
experience in Africa and other regions. 

In Jordan, the group is buying and putting together large sacks of 
essential goods that are passed out to Syrian refugees daily. But, they 
must do so discretely. Both IsraAid and its Jordanian partners are 
careful to remove any labeling that would identify the aid packages as 
coming from or being paid for by Israelis. With Syria still officially at 
war with Israel, it is a precautionary step organizers feel is necessary 
to maintain order and security in the refugee areas. 

  
"We don’t announce with trumpets that we’re Israeli,” one of the 
IsraAid workers told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. “There’s no need 
for that. Once you let that cat out of the bag, everything starts to blow 
up." Still, one of the aims of IsraAid is to demonstrate that the Jewish 
state is not the ruthless oppressor as it is so often portrayed in the 
media. "My main agenda is to put Israelis on the ground around the 
world and show the world that Israel cares about them," explained 
IsraAid founding director Shachar Zahavi (Israel Today).  

  



Actually many Israeli humanitarian organizations like IsraAid are active 
in the Middle East, and the recipients of their assistance often discover 
that they are from Israel. Quite often, the beneficiaries are surprised at 
receiving help from Israeli Jews, but at the same time they are 
appreciative. 
  
  
Israel Looks Beyond the Region for Strategic 
Partners 

For several years Israeli leaders followed a foreign-relations doctrine 
known as the “periphery doctrine,” which was expounded by David 
Ben-Gurion in the 1950s. According to this doctrine, due to the hostility 
of its Arab neighbors, Israel needed to form strategic alliances with the 
non-Arab states in the region. As a result, Israel formed ties with 
Ethiopia, Iran, and Turkey. That doctrine prevailed until the time of the 
Iranian Revolution in 1979, at which time it more or less disappeared 
from Israel’s strategic lexicon (AlMonitor, October25). Recently the 
doctrine has been resurrected, driven by the rise of a new set of foreign 
policy partners, in particular Azerbaijan, Greece, and India. In these 
three cases, bilateral relations have improved not only in the economic 
realm, but also on the strategic and military levels.  
  
The Indian-Israeli rapprochement has been in the making for more 
than two decades, reports Al Monitor. Since establishing diplomatic 
relations with Israel in 1992, India has relied on it as a key arms 
supplier, second to Russia. Military-to-military relations became closer, 
particularly in the area of counterterrorism following the 2008 Mumbai 
attacks. Indian armed forces at that time expressed growing interest in 
Israeli counterterrorism techniques, which led to the establishment of 
joint working groups and military exercises. In spite of the third-world 
appearance of some parts of India, educated Indians are quite skilled in 
the field of electronics and other modern technological areas. Thus the 
exchange between Israel and India is not always one-sided.  
   
Progressing simultaneously with the above relationship, Israeli-Greek 
ties have also grown since 2010, following the disintegration of Israel's 
relationship with Turkey. Authorities in Israel and Greece have signed 
various trade as well as security cooperation agreements. The Greeks 
also announced the purchase from Israel of certain weapons upgrade 
systems, at a cost of $155 million. Furthermore, the recent discovery of 
natural gas reserves in the southeastern Mediterranean has prompted 
cooperation between Israel, Cyprus and Greece. Israeli Energy Minister 
Uzi Landau went so far as to speak of “an axis of Greece, Cyprus and 
Israel, and possibly more countries, which will offer an anchor of 
stability." 
 With regard to Azerbaijan, Israel is now among the country's top five 
commercial partners. In the energy sector, Baku [the capital of 
Azerbaijan] provides around 40% of Israel’s oil consumption. In 2012, 



Azerbaijan and Israel signed an arms supply agreement worth $1.6 
billion, which included Israel selling drones and missile defense systems 
to Azerbaijan. This rapprochement not surprisingly riled Iran, which 
strongly condemned Baku's decision. 
Nevertheless, these relationships are flourishing at the moment, and 
they promise strategic support for Israel in the months and years to 
come.  
 
 

Israel Accused of Striking Syrian Missile Sites 

A day or two ago, as I write, there were reportedly two surprise attacks 
on military bases in Syria. One of the attacks came from the sea, and 
the other one apparently consisted of planes flying over Syria. In one of 
them, a shipment of advanced missiles bound for Hizbullah was 
destroyed. In another, a base near Damascus was attacked. Both Al-
Arabiya and US officials have blamed the attacks on Israel. The report 
said the strike on Latakia targeted an SA-8 surface-to-air missile 
shipment, and that the missiles were destroyed. It was unclear whether 
anyone was wounded in either of the reported strikes. The strike near 
Damascus may have targeted missiles that Russia gave Syria and that 
Israel promised to destroy but had not yet finished doing so. The strike 
near Damascus has not been officially confirmed, as it was reported 
only by Al-Arabiya. Ron Ben-Yishai, a military analyst for Ynet News, 
says that regardless of the veracity of the Al-Arabiya 
report, Syria consistently tries to transfer ground-air missiles into the 
hands of Hizbullah. Hizbullah members have already trained in 
operating SA-8 anti-aircraft missiles with the Syrian air defense forces 
near Damascus.  
There were attempts in the past, some of them successful, to transfer 
such missiles to Hizbullah in Lebanon. An unknown number of such 
anti-aircraft missile batteries are already in Lebanon.  
 Israel has not commented on or admitted to either of the reported 
strikes. 

 “But let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing for 
joy. Spread your protection over them, that those who love your 
name may rejoice in you” (Psalm 5:11). 
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