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Oświęcim, November 2016

Thanks to God’s help and grace we were
able to make another trip to Ukraine. This time
we were with a 7-person-group of Poles. God
had put it on their hearts to help the descen-
dants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in Ukraine
in practical ways. It was an exceptional time
for us as we experienced God’s abundant gra-
ce and leading.

First we traveled to Shepetivka where we
were at the soup kitchen and visited our dear
friends in their homes.

First we visited 63-year-old Dora who re-
ceived us with joy and thanks into her home.
Despite the pains and problems that Dora fe-
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els in her body, thank God that the worst of
them; problems with her liver and chronic diar-
rhea, have stopped.

We also visited 82-year-old Alexander, who,
with God’s help, is always full of life and ener-
gy. During the war he was evacuated, toge-

Dora

                                                               Alexander

ther with his family, to Kazakhstan. He didn’t
return to where his home is until the end of
1944. We are glad that Alexander can take
advantage of the soup kitchen, where, in addi-
tion to receiving meals, he can hear God’s
Word. Pray for Alexander, that that word wo-
uld bring an abundant harvest in his life to God’s
glory. “For the word of God is alive and active.
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it pe-
netrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints
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and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitu-
des of the heart.” (Heb. 4:12)

The next person we visited was 66-year-
old Gienia. Her mom died 3 years ago and for
this reason Gienia continually feels very much
alone. We are thankful to God that Gienia is in
touch with believers from the local Baptist
church. Pray that these contacts may bear good

fruit in Gienia’s life to the glory of God. Pray
that she might come to know Yeshua as her
personal Savior.

Next we visited 63-year-old Raisa. We thank
the Lord that Raisa continues in her medical
treatment which is slowly showing good re-
sults. During our visit we gave her funds to
cover the next two months of her continuing
treatment. The monthly cost of her treatment

is about 512$. Please pray for Raisa’s health
and that she may be able to continue her tre-
atment to the desired outcome. Any help that

Gienia

you want to send for her treatment can be
paid into the association’s account with the
designation “Help for Raisa”. We can see how
Raisa, in her difficulties and sickness, is seeking
God and coming nearer to Him. We ask you
to pray for her salvation and complete healing.

We also visited 78-year-old Olga. We are
grateful to God for her believing caregiver who
visits her daily, cares for her hygienic needs

and helps clean her house. The best of all is
that after finishing with the daily responsibili-
ties they read God’s Word together and pray.
This contact has brought God blessed results
because Olga, not long ago, gave her life to
Yeshua the Savior. We rejoice that the depres-
sion that tormented her after the death of her
husband has disappeared.

We also visited Inessa and her daughter,
Marina. Recently Inessa was operated on for
breast cancer. Thanks to God that she feels
well at this time. It’s very important to pray
for her salvation because her human wisdom
stands in the way of her coming to know
Yeshua as her personal Savior. Please pray for
Inessa and her daughter, that the Lord would
give them the light of the knowledge of Him
so that in a simple way they could trust their
Lord and Savior, Yeshua.

We also visited Svieta, who believes in the
Messiah Yeshua, along with her handicapped
brother, Slavik. They also receive help from
the soup kitchen in Shepetivka. Svieta plans to

Dora

Olga

Raisa
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Inessa

move to her sister’s place in Kiev in the near
future but is having difficulty selling her pre-
sent home. Pray that the Lord would make
His will clear in Svieta’s life, along with her bro-
ther.

The last person we visited in Shepetivka was
66-year-old Yeva, who also believes in Yeshua

Yeva

as her Messiah and Savior. Yeva lives alone. She
worked for 15 years as a nurse in the city ho-
spital. After she took an early retirement she
helps Roza and Zinov in the ministry of the
soup kitchen and to needy people in her area.
Please pray for Yeva who suffers from arthritis
in her feet. This sickness makes her daily life
difficult and makes it very painful for her to
walk.

As we talked with Roza and Zinov during
the Shabbat celebration, they carry the we-
ight of responsibility for the ministry to the
Jewish community in the city, they asked us
for fervent prayer,  that the Lord would give
them strength and health to fulfill the huge
challenge that this ministry is, both physically
and spiritually. We shared the great promise
with them that is written in Isaiah 40:28-31;

“Do you not know? Have you not heard? The
Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the
ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or
weary, and his understanding no one can fa-
thom. He gives strength to the weary and in-
creases the power of the weak. Even youths
grow tired and weary, and young men stum-
ble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength. They will soar on
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow
weary, they will walk and not be faint.”

It is a great joy for us that the small fellow-
ship of Jews that believe in the Messiah Yeshua
grows stronger and stronger. Every Friday eve-

Roza & Zinov

Shabbat celebration
in Shepetivka
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ning they meet together to pray and study
God’s Word. It is a great encouragement and
strengthening for them in the difficult times in
which they live.

After we arrived in Vinnytsia, with God’s
help we prepared food parcels for the needy
descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob who
live in the Vinnytsia region. Preparing the par-
cels, we were thankful to God for giving us
the opportunity again to support our dear
friends whom we serve in their needs.

Preparing the food parcels

The next person we visited was 64-year-
old Sergei. Besides the poverty in which he
lives, he has also become an alcoholic through
the influence of his “friends”. While we were
with Sergei we not only prayed for his delive-
rance but also suggested very specific help to
overcome the problems which he finds him-
self in. Sergei needs prayer that the Lord wo-

Sergei

Dora

The first place we went to with the parcels
was Hnivan. After we handed over the parcels
we visited a few people in their homes.

First we visited 86-year-old Bella and her
57-year-old daughter, Julia. Unfortunately Bel-
la, because of her age and advanced stage of
dementia and handicaps that limit her mobili-
ty, is in a worse and worse state. It is also diffi-
cult to be in contact with her daughter, Julia,
because of her mental illness from which she
has suffered for years. They both need help
and care which, as much as is possible, the Je-

uld open his eyes to the physical and spiritual
poverty that he finds himself in. May the Holy
Spirit bring to life in him the desire to change
his present situation.

We also visited 93-year-old Dora who su-
rvived the ghetto in Krasne during her childho-
od. After the war she worked for 43 years as
a medical worker in the city hospital. In her
lifetime Dora has experienced much humilia-
tion and tragedy, especially during the war, but
also during communism. All because of her
Jewish heritage. Let’s pray that the Lord and
God of Israel, through the Messiah Yeshua, wo-

wish community in Hnivan gives them. Bella
and Julia need our prayer, that God Himself,
who is the father of widows and orphans,
would show them His grace and mercy in the-
ir difficult situation.

Bella
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uld heal all the wounds and bitterness that re-
main in her.

The last person we visited in Hnivan was
69-year-old Natasha. Just recently Natasha had
a stroke and for this reason is unable to walk.

Natasha has great needs, both physically and
spiritually. For this reason we ask you to pray
for Natasha, that the Lord Jesus would pull her
out of her weakness and that she could rece-
ive Him as her personal Savior.

After our visit to Hnivan we traveled with
parcels to the small city of Tyvrov where
a few people with Jewish roots live. We also

ut our relationship with Yeshua, thanks to
whom we love God’s chosen nation.

Meal at the soup kitchen
in Mohyliv Podilskyi

After the meeting we made our way to the
soup kitchen where, together with our dear
friends whom we help at the soup kitchen, we
ate lunch and talked. We are grateful to God
that for many years we have been able to con-
tinue this ministry of mercy to the Jews in
Mohyliv Podilskyi, not only with parcels and
medical help, but, most importantly, through
the daily meals at the soup kitchen. We are
also very thankful to God for Tania, who is in-
volved with all her heart in the functioning of
the soup kitchen.

Meeting with some of the members
of the Jewish community

in Mohyliv Podilskyi

Meeting with some people with the Jewish roots in Tyvrov

Visit by Natasha

brought packages and met with some mem-
bers of the Jewish fellowship in this city. We
rejoiced in being able to meet together with
Leonid and Piotr, whom we hosted in our co-
untry within this year’s “Remove the Stones”
project. We are glad that we are able to help
people in Tyvrov also through the medical pro-
ject. Pray that we will continue to have con-
tact that bears fruit in the lives of the Jews in
Tyvrov to the glory of God.

The next place on our trip in Ukraine was
Mohyliv Podilskyi. After unloading the parcels
we met with some of the members of the Je-
wish community who had come to the Holo-
caust museum. They also received the packa-
ges we had brought. It was a very emotional
meeting for us, during which we were able to
pass on greetings from all of you who support
this ministry. We were also able to share abo-

After a meal together at the soup kitchen
we visited a few people in their homes.

One of them was 82-year-old Anna. Anna’s
father died during the war when she was just
2 years old. She was left with her mother and
two brothers. Anna was the youngest in the
family. Her brother, who was 7 years older than
her, was like a father for her and supported
her in everything. But, because of the possible
threat of being taken prisoner because of his
Jewish descent, when the opportunity came
he left for Israel. Her second brother who was
5 years older than she traveled to the interior
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of the former USSR. Both of her brothers are
no longer alive.

After the war Anna finished her studies and
taught mathmatics in the Higher School of

Elijah

member, with hope, that tomorrow will be
better. Please pray for Anna, that she might
experience, in her life, the still better tomor-
row that comes with knowing the Messiah
Yeshua.

We also visited 89-year-old Elijah who had
returned, not long ago, from a 4-month-stay
in hospital where he underwent a complica-
ted operation.

 During the war and the German occupa-
tion his abilities as a barber saved his life. Fi-
nally he joined the Red Army and then, as a
soldier, after many dangers and difficulties fi-
nally returned to Mohyliv Podilskyi in 1951.

As he talked with us, Elijah was very thank-
ful for all the help he receives through the food

Anna

Medicine in Mohyliv Podilskyi. She has been
a widow for 22 years. She has raised a son and
daughter. During our conversation Anna sha-
red the painful memories of the difficult times
of the war and evacuation, first to Stalingrad
(today’s Volgograd) and then to Kazakhstan
where she suffered terribly from famine. At
that time, Anna remembered, she was ill with
a dangerous form of malaria and only by God’s
miracle was she healed and lived through it. In
1944 she returned to her home city, but no-
thing remained and nothing was as it had been
before. Their family home was occupied by
Ukrainians and they were forced to wander
about until they were offered very humble li-
ving quarters where they could spend the win-
ter. The rest of the family, from her mother’s
side, after the German occupation, settled in
the Cherkask region. In a short time the mass
murder of Jews began here, too. The rest of
her family was shot there. In a miraculous way
her cousin wasn’t hit by a bullet and in the ni-
ght crawled out of a ditch filled with bodies.
She was in hiding throughout the rest of the
war and managed to survive.

As we listened to Anna we could see how
deep the wounds are that remain in her life
from the Holocaust. Sadly she’s not the only
such person. As we said good bye to Anna she
told us that in the future we should always re-

parcels and meals at the soup kitchen. In his
lifetime Elijah has experienced many problems
and difficulties but it has taught him to trust
God. When we left his home Elijah told us;
“Remember that without God we can’t take a
step.” Please pray for Elijah, that his trust in
God would soon lead him to come to know
Yeshua, the Messiah of Israel.

The next person we visited was 57-year-
old Anna. Many years have passed since the
tragic and unexplained death of her 18-year-
old daughter. Even with the passing of time,
Anna still lives with continual depression and
discouragement which makes it impossible for
her to normally function. We are thankful to
God that we could share the joyful good news
of freedom that we experience through the
Messiah Yeshua with Anna. He also has a won-
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Anna       Tania

derful future full of His peace and hope for
Anna. Let’s bring Anna before the presence of
the Most High, so that she would receive the
word she has heard by faith. Pray that Yeshua
would live in her heart and give her the real
meaning of life and freedom from depression
and discouragement.

We also visited 83-year-old Fira who wor-
ked for 53 years as a teacher. Her monthly
retirement is 1800 UAH (67$). During our vi-
sit with Fira we read together the 53rd chap-
ter of Isaiah. Pray with us that the Lord God of
Israel would open Fira’s eyes to the wonder-
ful salvation that Yeshua has prepared for her.

Lydia

Fira

be able to pay her rent or even to live on, not
to mention any kind of medical help. Despite
the hopeless situation she finds herself in Ta-
nia is a very happy and content person. Toge-
ther with Tania we also read the 53rd chapter
of Isaiah where the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua,
is presented in such a beautiful way. Please pray
that Tania would receive Him as her personal
Savior.

Finally we visited 88-year-old Lydia. Her
energy and optimistic outlook on life was
a great encouragement to us. Despite her

The next person we visited was 67-year-
old Tania. Tania worked for 38 years as a nur-
se. For all her hard work she now receives
1200 UAH (44$). Considering her health pro-
blems, this amount of money isn’t enough to

many limitations, because of her advanced age,
Lydia is a very content and happy person. The
only serious problem that bothers her is her
worsening hearing and difficulty in walking. But
even these problems can’t overcome Lydia’s
happy, optimistic outlook on life. Our desire
and prayer is that Lydia wouldn’t go into eter-
nity without knowing the most wonderful so-
urce of joy and salvation that the Messiah of
Israel, Yeshua, is.
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At the end of our visit in Mohyliv Podilskyi
we also spent time with Ela, the leader of the
community and her parents and fellow wor-
kers. To our great joy Ela confessed that Yeshua
is real in her heart and life. Ela has to deal with
many problems and difficulties, we ask you to

Sophia

Ela

To our joy, Raisa assured us of her faith in
the Messiah, Yeshua. We were amazed when,
in her advanced age, without glasses, she read
us the 53rd chapter of Isaiah. At the end of
our visit, with joy and thankfulness in our he-
arts, we prayed for blessing and daily strength
for Raisa.

Next we went to 76-year-old Sophia. So-
phia was raised as an orphan. When she was
only 2 years old her mother died and her dad

pray that she would rely on the Lord even
more through these experiences. Only He is
able to protect and guide her. Let’s also pray
for her parents and fellow workers, that the
good and God blessed work of helping needy
Jews in Mohyliv Podilskyi could be continued.

After we arrived in Zhmerynka we met with
many members of the local Jewish communi-
ty. We are grateful to God for the next oppor-
tunity He gave us to share the good news of
Yeshua and to speak of how He has inspired
us to ministry to the nation of Israel.

After we unloaded the parcels in this pla-
ce we also visited a few people in their ho-
mes.

The first person was 90-year-old Raisa.
When the second world war broke out Raisa
found herself under the Romanian occupation.
She was forced to do the terribly heavy work
of loading cargo wagons. She spent her daily
life either doing heavy labor or living in the
ghetto where she suffered from unending sta-
rvation.

Raisa

died in unknown circumstances battling aga-
inst German and Romanian attackers. Until she
was 15 years old her grandmother raised her.
After a long sickness her grandmother died and
Sophia, in her young age, was left alone. De-
spite the many hardships she was able to fi-
nish school and medical studies. She then wor-
ked as a nurse in the city hospital. Sophia’s
dream was to work with children and after she
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Anna

finished her teaching studies she was active
professionally as a preschool teacher.

Although Sophia had a very difficult childho-
od and youth she lived her entire adult life hap-
pily married, raising an only son. Unfortunate-
ly her husband, with whom she lived for 50
years, died last year. At the beginning of this
year, because of gangrene infection, Sophia had
one of her legs amputated. Although her son
and daughter-in-law, who lecture daily at the
polytechnic institute, take care of their mo-
ther, it is very difficult for Sophia to accept her
loneliness and that she is handicapped. With
regret Sophia stated that not only her childho-
od was very difficult for her, but also her old
age. When we gave her a Bible Sophia, with
great joy, read the 53rd chapter of Isaiah to
us, where in such a vivid way the loneliness
and rejection of the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua,
is described. With tears in her eyes Sophia
decided that she wanted to pray with us to
receive the Savior into her heart. With joy,
mixed with her tears, Sophia said; “Thank you,
thank you! I have never received such a won-
derful book.” Let’s pray that in her loneliness
and sickness that the Holy Spirit would speak
to Sophia, that through the Word of God that
she reads would strengthen her in the deci-
sion that she made to follow the Messiah and
Savior of Israel, Yeshua.

Our visit to 82-year-old Anna was very in-
teresting. Her mother comes from a family of

Polish Jews who lived in Warsaw. Anna lived
through the time of the war in the ghetto in
Zhmerynka. Sadly, the whole family of her
mother died of hunger in the Warsaw ghetto.
Anna told us that in light of the tremendous
atrocities that she experienced, together with
her mother at that time, it was a great miracle
that they survived.

Anna has two daughters who live in the ca-
pital of Moldova, Chisinau, and a son who li-
ves in Zhmerynka. After the death of her hus-
band Anna lives alone and it is very difficult for
her to endure the loneliness she lives with. Ple-
ase pray for Anna, that she would desire to
come to know the Messiah, Yeshua, who can
fill the void in her life and loneliness with His
miraculous salvation and peace.

At the end of our stay in Zhmerynka we
met with Emma, who coordinates the help for
needy Jews in the community. Emma expres-
sed thanks again, in the name of all those she
cares for, for remembering and for helping.
These people are often forgotten by others.
Please pray for Emma who experiences many
problems and troubles because of the alcoho-
lism of her husband. Let’s ask the Lord that
Emma, in all that she experiences, would trust
the Lord and Savior, Yeshua, who alone can
strengthen and lift her up.

The rest of the time in Ukraine we spent in
Vinnytsia, where we were not only in the soup
kitchen, passing on greetings and sharing God’s
Word, but also visiting needy people in their
homes.

The first person was 44-year-old Rima who
received Yeshua some time ago as her perso-
nal Savior. Together with her whole family she
is very thankful for the help she receives with
paying rent for her home, so that she can live
a normal life. We wrote about Rima and her
family’s situation in detail in one of our earlier
letters from Ukraine. The biggest problem for
this family is that Rima’s husband, Sierioza, has
cancer in his small intestines. We also visited
Sierioza in the hospital, praying for him and
passing on financial support for his treatment.
During his stay in hospital and the preparations
to his operation it turned out that the cancer
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Adelaide

Meris

walk and suffered from bedsores and had pro-
blems with the functioning of her kidneys. But
the Lord touched Adelaide and in less than a
month her health improved greatly. After her
bedsores healed and her kidneys began to func-
tion normally Adelaide was sent home where
she gained strength under the care of her dau-
ghter. Let’s pray for her, that she might be able
to freely move about in her home. Also com-
mit her daughter to the Lord, that both of them
might come to know Yeshua as their personal
Savior.

In an old folk’s home we visited 88-year-
old Meris. The last two years of her life have
been  effected by the tragic fighting in eastern
Ukraine. After Meris in a miraculous way su-
rvived the years of the Holocaust she lived in
Lugansk where she started a family and wor-
ked as a nurse in the university hospital. Meris

Rima

has spread and to be able to operate they first
must do a stoma, then after radiotherapy and
chemotherapy, which is planned in the near
future, Sierioza will undergo his operation.

Thanks be to God that He has touched your
hearts to give financial help towards Sierioza’s
treatment in this very difficult situation for his
family. Anyone who would like to help save
Sierioza’s life can do so by depositing money
in the association’s account marked “Help for
Sierioza”. Most importantly we ask you to pray
for God’s grace and mercy in this matter, that
the Lord might touch and rescue Sierioza and
bring him back to full life with his family.

In Vinnytsia we also visited 82-year-old
Adelaide. We are thankful to God for the mi-
racle that He did and continues to do in her
life. Back in September we visited Adelaide in
hospice. Her condition was very serious then.
Because of pain in her joints Adelaide couldn’t

Visit by Sierioza
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Cila

and her family lived through these years pe-
acefully. Unfortunately two years ago every-
thing changed. When the senseless and use-
less battles began it was like a nightmare
returning from the past for Meris who lived
through the Holocaust and knows what war is
like. Finally, because of the escalating battles
in the area where she lives, she was forced to
leave her home, taking with her only what she
could carry in her hands. Thanks to God’s gra-
ce and help, when she got to Vinnytsia she tho-
ught of asking if there would be a place for her
in an old folk’s home. In her advanced age, the
Lord worked it out that she was given a place.
For food and housing, in a poorly heated room
she shares together with another person she
has to pay 75% of her small retirement. In spite
of everything she is very grateful to God for
this peaceful place for her. The best is that
Meris has contact with volunteers from the
Shamash Foundation. They regularly visit her
and, as often as they can, take her to the Shab-
bat meetings. Please pray for Meris, that the
Lord would touch her heart and mind and cau-
se her to come to know the Messiah Jesus who
can give her His peace in these difficult times
she is experiencing.

81-year-old Cila received us with great joy.
We are thankful to God for our contact with
Cila who has heard much about the Messiah
of Israel, Yeshua, and has received much help
in many ways.

Before the second world war Cila and her
family lived in Tulchin. When the war started,
they escaped from their home city and a Ukra-
inian policeman occupied their home. One ho-
norable Ukrainian saved her life and after some
time also helped her mother. She hid them in
a barn, right under the nose of the Germans
who were stationed in that area. Unfortuna-
tely her father was brutally murdered in the
ghetto. When Cila and her mother returned
to Tulchin after the war they were forced to
beg for even a piece of bread. At that time her
mother was severely beaten by the Ukrainian
policeman who had taken over their home
during the war. Years later it turned out that
the beating had severely damaged her liver and
this led to her early death.

Cila also has a sister who was miraculously
saved from the Holocaust. She lives in Ash-
dod, Israel at the present time. A memorial to
the Holocaust has been built in that place,
thanks in part to her efforts. At the unveiling
of the monument, in memory of the martyred
Jews of Tulchin, earth collected from her home
city was symbolically poured out.

Please pray for Cila’s salvation that the
unhealed wounds of the Holocaust might be
healed by the wounds of Yeshua who also has
salvation and eternal life for her.

 In Vinnytsia we also visited 69-year-old
Lora. The Holocaust has also left it’s terrible
effects on Lora’s family. Lora’s mom escaped
to Uman during the German occupation whe-
re she was evacuated to Uzbekistan. Altho-
ugh she survived through the war and the

Lora
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Holocaust, because of all she experienced she
has suffered from depression all her life. Lora
worked as a pharmacist and now receives 1340
UAH each month (about 50$). She can barely
pay the rent for her flat and often doesn’t have
enough for food. As we talked she admitted
to us that she can’t remember the last time
she ate meat. Sad to say, these are the condi-
tions in which many of those we help live. Lora
is also lonely and sick. Thanks to God she re-
ceives the medicine she needs most through
the medical project of the Shamash Founda-
tion. Lora’s cataract problems give her the
most trouble. She also has problems with her
knee joints and stones in her gall bladder. Ple-
ase pray for Lora that in her sickness and lo-
neliness she might turn to the Messiah Yeshua.
May the Lord open her eyes to His wonderful
salvation that He has prepared for her. Pray
for her physical health as well and that we
would be able to help her in a greater degree
with her daily needs.

We visited Grigory who is a professional
musician and piano tuner. His father was an
army doctor in the Red Army during the war.
Unfortunately his grandparents were execu-
ted by the Germans who had marched into
Voronovitsa, his home village, at that time.

After the death of his wife in 2006 Grigory
left to Israel where he worked for 20 years.
He decided, though, to return to Vinnytsia for
personal reasons. Please pray for Grigory, that
through his contact with volunteers from the
Shamash Foundation he might get to know the
God of Israel better and, most importantly,
open his heart to Yeshua the Savior.

The next person we visited was 79-year-
old Victoria. Victoria’s mom received the me-
dal “The Righteous Among the Nations” for
her heroism of helping and hiding Jews during
the Holocaust. Victoria’s father was a Polish
Jew, her mother was Ukrainian. Victoria wor-
ked as head technician in the grocery factory
in Vinnytsia. Her present retirement is 1300
UAH (about 48$). With such a meager inco-
me it is impossible for Victoria to afford the
medical treatment she needs. We are thankful
to God that we were able to support her thro-
ugh the medical project during Victoria’s stay

Victoria

in the hospital and that we are able to conti-
nue to help with her medical care. Victoria is
very thankful for all the help she receives in
this very difficult time.

We were received very warmly by 79-year-
old Raisa and her 49-year-old daughter, Lena.
As we wrote in our Information and Prayer
Letter from Ukraine last year, both Raisa and

Raisa & Lena

Lena were struck with breast cancer at the
same time. They are both in a time of conva-
lescence. They are both very thankful for the
time they could spend in Nove Obichody, to
where they were able to travel under the pro-
ject we lead “Sanatorium”. This time has con-
tributed much to their healing. Let’s pray for
Raisa and her daughter, that their hearts wo-
uld be open to receive salvation in Yeshua.

We also visited Yevgeniy who is still in the
hospital after the operation he had not long
ago to remove his appendix. Unfortunately he
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Grigory

Yevgeniy

was operated on too late and his appendix had
already ruptured. This lead to further compli-
cations and a lengthened stay in the hospital.
We were very encouraged when we heard the
next day, after our visit to the hospital, from a
friend of his, that his state of health had gre-
atly improved. May God be praised for His
power, grace and care for His chosen people.
We want to keep praying that the Almighty
God of Israel would bring Yevgeniy back to full
health.

The next person we visited was 68-year-
old Zinov who has been involved for many
years in the Vinnytsia folk dancing group “Po-
dolanka”. He has performed with the group in

but is very open to the Word of God and ta-
kes part in the weekly Shabbat meetings un-
der the “Synagogue” project. Let’s ask the Lord
to help Zinov make that most important life
decision to be reconciled with the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob through His Son, Yeshua.

The last person we visited in Vinnytsia was
90-year-old Grigory. Grigory told us the history
of his life with passion and enthusiasm, mostly
about the terrible times of the war and Holo-

Visit by Zinov

caust which he had to endure. Grigory is more
and more sick and weak but, in spite of every-
thing, is still a very bright and intelligent per-
son. While we were talking with him we asked
him about his personal thoughts toward the
God of Israel as well as His Son, Yeshua, and
to our surprise he shared a very personal te-
stimony with us. After his last operation he
was laying alone in the hospital when he sud-
denly heard a very clear and distinct voice
which said; “Go home, you will live much lon-
ger.” Grigory confessed to us that it was the
voice of God and for that reason he doesn’t
doubt in His existence. Please pray for Grigo-
ry, that he might open his heart to the Mes-
siah, Yeshua, who can not only lengthen his
present life, but can also give him eternal life.

We were overjoyed to be able to take part
in the Shabbat meeting in Vinnytsia where we
could share the testimony of God’s Word, that
the Lord had put in our hearts. We are very
thankful for all the participants in these me-

many countries of the former Soviet Union,
including Poland. As Zinov looked at his old,
yellowed pictures, nostalgia overcame him as
he remembered performing as an artist with
the group. He has especially pleasant memo-
ries of his time in Poland not long ago, when
we could host him and others under the pro-
ject “Remove the Stones” in 2014. Zinov do-
esn’t yet know Yeshua as his personal Savior
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to send out workers into His harvest field.”
(Lk. 10:2)

In addition to the growing needs served
through the medical project, the coming win-
ter season is a cause for much concern for the
ones we help. One proof of this is the drasti-
cally rising cost of gas and heating energy. The
coming time will be very difficult for many of
them. We urgently ask you to pray for God’s
special help, that, as much as we can, we wo-
uld be able to continue to support those who
need it the most during the difficult winter se-
ason.

Let’s commit all the people who are direc-
tly involved in the work of the Shamash Foun-
dation to the Lord in our prayers, that He
would give them strength and health and fill
them with His Holy Spirit so that they might
be able to share the good news of salvation in
the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua.

Sasha, our driver, was with us during all our
travels and visits and took us everywhere in
his van. Please pray for him. As a Jew he was
very touched by all that we do for his nation.
He was a great encouragement to us in many
situations. We believe and pray that he would
open his heart for Yeshua the Messiah.

For all of us, and especially the many pe-
ople in advanced age that we serve, time pas-
ses very quickly. For this reason we are thank-
ful to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob for
every possibility we have to help and be in
contact with our dear friends from Ukraine.
During all our visits we were able to bless them
with the words written in Numbers 6:24–26;
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord
make his face shine on you and be gracious to
you; the Lord turn his face toward you and
give you peace.”

Let’s pray for each other that as we work
together in this work of God’s mercy we mi-
ght use the time we have left as effectively and
usefully as possible. “Be very careful, then, how
you live – not as unwise but as wise, making
the most of every opportunity, because the
days are evil.” (Eph. 5:15,16)

Shalom from Oświęcim

Shabbat meeting in Vinnytsia

etings and pray that each one would experience
the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua, in a personal way.

At the end of our time in Vinnytsia we met
with Marina and Sierioza, who lead the work
of the Shamash Foundation. Volunteers from
the foundation were also there. We thank God
for their sacrificial, many sided work, at the

soup kitchens, through the medical project,
organizing food parcels, preparing the
weekly Shabbat meetings as well as individual
contact with many people who need not only
physical help but spiritual. Without their invo-
lvement the ministry that we carry out in Ukra-
ine would be much more limited and incom-
plete. As we talked with our friends we
became aware, again, how important prayer
is so that the Lord would inspire still more
willing, faithful servants of His who would be
able to visit older and handicapped people in
that place, to have fellowship with them and
read the Word of God to them. „He told them,
the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are
few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore,


