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We give the God of Abraham, Isaac and Ja-
cob the glory and thanksgiving for His protec-
tion and blessing during our last trip to Ukra-
ine.

The trip was very special because together
with our friend Eduard, who is a Jew who be-
lieves in Yeshua and lives in Israel, we could
together visit Ukraine, the country of his chil-
dhood and youth. This was not though the
most important during our trip. The most im-
portant was that we visited many Jewish com-
munities that we cooperate with and at each
of them, during a celebratory meal, we were
able to share the Word of God and the Good
News of the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua.

We organized the first meeting in Vinnyt-
sia. Many people from the local Jewish com-
munity came to them, among them also those
who we help every day. We are glad that once
again so many people could hear about salva-
tion in Yeshua, who came as the Messiah and
Redeemer to His people. I was sent only to the

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

lost sheep of Israel. (...) For the Son of Man came
to seek and to save the lost. Mat. 15:24; Luke
19:10

In Vinnytsia, we also visited several people
in their homes.

One of them was 93-year-old Boris, whom
his daughter takes care of. Thanks to God’s
grace, Boris survived the war and occupation
in Vinnytsia. As a prisoner with high professio-
nal qualifications he was engaged in various
works and thanks to this had a greater chance
of survival. After the war, Boris worked as an
engineer in a construction organization in Vin-
nytsia. Let’s pray for Boris that the Word of
God which he heard would as quickly as po-
ssible make a way to his heart.

Ceremonial meeting in Vinnytsia

Boris

We also saw 75-year-old Frida and her dau-
ghter Polina. Frida worked as a lab technician



– 2 –

in a local hospital, and Polina as a neurologist.
Because of the health status of her mum and
her husband, Polina had to resign from work
and devoted herself to taking care of her rela-
tives. Because of her difficult financial situation
she also receives help through the medical pro-
ject from the Shamash Foundation. Both Frida
and Polina declare their faith in Messiah Yeshua.

Polina and Frida

While still in Ukraine we found out that
Polina seriously fractured her leg. Please pray
not only for Frida but now especially for Poli-
na that as quickly as possible she could walk
and help her family. Blessed are those whose
help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the
Lord their God. (Psalm 146:5).

We also paid a visit to the 74-year-old Ala,
who for 48 years worked as a nurse. Ala is
grateful for help in the form of medicines and
for the last visit to the sanatorium and also the

Ala

trip to Poland. We are grateful to God for her
openness to the Messiah of Israel. Only the
Lord can revive in her the word that she he-
ard during our visits.

We also visited the 84-year-old Boris and
his wife Larysa, who is 80-years-old. During
the war, even before they were married, they
survived in the evacuation in the Republic of
Tatarstan. After completing their studies, when

Larysa and Boris

they started a family, they worked on a huge
investment in the then USSR. This project was
called BAM (Bajkalsko-Amurska Magistrala). As
engineers, they worked there for many years.
Currently, their modest pension is barely eno-
ugh to pay for heating the flat, not to mention
the rent and other charges. Boris and Larysa
emotionally thanked us for medical assistance
which is a great support for them. Let’s en-
trust this marriage to the Lord. Please pray for
the revelation of the Messiah Yeshua in their
lives.

While in the Vinnytsia we learned about the
surprisingly heavy illness of the 40-year-old
Kola, who is the son of Grigorij and Jewgienia
from Voronovytsya, with whom we coopera-
te in the distribution of food parcels and me-

With Kola’s mum
in the hospital

dical care for the needy in this small town.
More than a month ago due to complications
from the flu which was not treated, Kola came
down with sepsis and other infections that at-
tacked the brain and nervous system. Kola suf-
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fered paralysis in half of his body. Being in
a hospital in the ICU, it appeared that the vi-
rus very seriously damaged his heart valve. The
tragedy of this situation is even greater as Kola
has a wife and two children. At the time of our
visit to the hospital we learned from his di-
straught mother that at any time Kola could
die. Just one day of Kola’s stay and treatment

Kola with wife and children

in the hospital costs more than ten thousand
hryvnia ($370.00). During our stay, Kola had
a necessary heart operation that costs 140,000
hryvnia! ($5,175.00). Thank God that the ope-
ration performed by a cardiac specialist from
Kiev was successful. His parents, to save their
son’s life, borrowed money from the bank,
putting up their apartment as collateral. Kno-
wing their financial situation, we are very con-
cerned about their fate and therefore we ask
you for prayer that Kola would quickly return
to health and his family who are waiting for
him. We also ask for financial support in this
very difficult situation in which the whole fa-
mily has found themselves. All donations for
this purpose can be sent to our bank account
with the note: “For Kola”. Ah, Sovereign Lord,
you have made the heavens and the earth by your

great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is
too hard for you. (Jeremiah 32:17)

In Vinnytsia, with great joy we also partici-
pated in a Shabbat meeting as part of the Sy-
nagogue project. We are glad that the ma-
jority of the meeting’s participants experienced
not only physical, but above all spiritual help.
Thanks be to God!

Zhmerynka was another town where we
organised a celebratory dinner and a meeting

Shabbat meeting in Vinnitsia

with members of the Jewish community in the
town. We are grateful to God for Emma, who
is the moderator of this community’s social life,
and also runs the soup kitchen we founded for
needy Jews in this community.

We are grateful to God for the privilege of
sharing a living hope and salvation in the Lamb
of God, Yeshua. Let’s pray that the word pre-
ached there in many hearts would bring forth
the fruit of eternal life.

Meeting in Zhmerynka

In Zhmerynka we visited also the 73-year-
old Svetlana and her granddaughter Svieta.
When we visited her the last time in Decem-
ber last year, Svetlana returned from the ho-
spital where she suffered her sixth brain ha-
emorrhage. She was lying in a coma for a few
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days, and at home she was completely power-
less. During our present visit we saw a signifi-
cant improvement in Svetlana’s health condi-
tion. Again, we were very moved by the loving
attitude of her granddaughter, who with great
tenderness cares for her grandmother. More
importantly, every day she prays with her and
reads her the Scriptures.  From a human point
of view, Svetlana should have died a long time
ago, but the Lord Almighty God still extends

                    Svetlana’s granddaughter with children

her life on Earth. Please pray for Svetlana, not
only for her physical health, but above all to
not depart from this world without reconci-
liation to God through Yeshua the Saviour. Bro-
thers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to
God for the Israelites is that they may be saved.
Romans 10:1

While in Zhmerynka we also visited Oksa-
na and her disabled daughter Aleksandra. After
everything associated with Alexandra’s seve-
re illness, they are now renting a small flat that
Oksana refreshed herself in order to live the-
re. However, it is a flat without running water,
a bathroom and a toilet. This is very hard for
Oksana, who having a disabled daughter is for-
ced to use the toilet outside the house and the
opportunity to bath is given by friends to whom
she must travel to by bus. Having such me-
agre means to live, Oksana can barely pay the
apartment’s rent. In such a difficult situation,
they have nowhere to turn for help, especially
in terms of medicines for the disabled Alek-
sandra. We are grateful to God that at least in

Svetlana

Oksana and Aleksandra

a small way we can help Oksana through the
medical project. But this is very little aid in re-
lation to their real needs. Our only hope is in
the Lord God of Israel. We strongly believe
that He does not leave His children without
care and assistance. Therefore, above all, we
ask you for your prayers for Oksana and her
daughter Aleksandra, that the LORD would
look at their difficult situation and send help
for their needs. I lift up my eyes to the mounta-
ins – where does my help come from? My help
comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and
earth. (Psalm 121:1–1)

We are grateful to God for the opportunity
to organize a meeting in the Jewish communi-
ty of Mohyliv-Podilsky. Many members of the
community came to the meeting – not only
those who we help but also many other pe-
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ople that we don’t have regular contact with.
Thanks to God’s grace, we could also share
with them the Good News about the Messiah
of Israel. Let’s entrust to the Lord all who li-
stened to us then, that the Holy Spirit would
guide them to the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua.

Meeting in Mohyliv Podilsky

In Mohyliv-Podilsky we visited 92-year-old
Elijah, who is one of the oldest members of
this community. During the war and German

Elijah

occupation, his hairdressing skills saved his life.
At the end he was recruited to the Red Army
and now as a soldier, after many adventures,
not until 1951 did he return to Mohyliv-Podil-
sky. During a conversation with us, Elijah
expressed huge gratitude for all the assistance
he receives through by food packages and din-
ners at the soup kitchen. In his life Elijah expe-
rienced many difficulties and problems, but this

taught him to trust God. When we were le-
aving his home, Elijah said: “I believe that I will
spend eternity with God”. Please pray for Eli-
jah, that his trust in God would lead him to
know Yeshua – the Messiah of Israel. ... I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the
End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost
from the spring of the water of life. Revelation
of John 21:6

Then we visited 85-year-old Anna. For 37
years Anna was a mathematics teacher at the
local medical school. Now she receives only
an 1800 hryvnia monthly pension (approxima-

Anna

tely $66). During the war she was evacuated
with the last transport of retreating Soviet sol-
diers. When she was 2 years old her father
died and 25 years ago her husband died. The
only relative who survived the Holocaust was
her cousin who survived mass executions and
escaped from a ditch full of dying bodies. Ple-
ase pray for Anna, that in her loneliness she
would direct her eyes to Him who understands
her pain and dilemmas and who came to save
her. Together with Anna, who in conversations
with us has repeatedly stated her confidence
and faith in God of Israel, we entrust her to
the Lord with the words of Psalm 71:18: Even
when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, my
God, till I declare your power to the next genera-
tion, your mighty acts to all who are to come.
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We are grateful to God for organising me-
etings in Bar, where most of the Jewish com-
munity of Bar gathered. With great attention
they listened to the preached word and after
the meeting many people came forward and
with interest asked many questions about the
role of Israel and of Messiah Yeshua. Let’s pray
to the Lord that this lively interest in the Word
of God will not be extinguished, so that the
Spirit of God would perform His blessed work
in the hearts of many who hear us.

Meeting in Bar

In Bratslav we visited Faina – the chairwo-
man of the local Jewish community and her
mum Golda. Faina’s family in a specific way had
been affected by the hell of the Holocaust, who
except for her father, claimed almost all of her
relatives. Golda and Faina showed us the tiny
museum of Jewish life and the Holocaust. It is
an expression of remembrance of their ance-
stors, and especially those who so tragically
died in the Holocaust.

Our joy is that despite the great burden of
the Holocaust and the burden of past genera-
tions that Faina had to bear, she gave her he-

art to Messiah Yeshua. As the chairwoman of
the religious Jewish community she doesn’t tell
about her faith. Please pray for Faina that her
faith would be stronger and that during those
moments of trials and circumstance she wo-
uld cling even more to the Saviour Yeshua, who
gave His life for us.

Golda before the entrance to the museum

Faina

Also in Bratslav together with Faina we or-
ganised a ceremonial meeting with members
of the Jewish community during which old Je-
wish songs in Yiddish were also sung.

Meeting
in Bratslav
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When we sat around the table together with
a small group of Jews from Bratslav, it was hard
to believe that before the war there had been
here a thriving, living and strong Jewish com-
munity, from which the world famous Rabbi
Nachman of Bratslav came from. Unfortuna-
tely, the times of the Holocaust and commu-
nism irreversibly destroyed cultural and reli-
gious life as well as this community. What
remains is a cemetery that is centuries old and
a vandalised synagogue that served the com-
munist authorities as a brewery. Despite the-
se tragic times, we are grateful to God that at
least in some small extent we can practically
help those who because of their age and expe-
riences will soon leave us. But the greatest joy
for us is that in their predicament we can sha-
re with them the Good News about salvation
in Israel’s Messiah, Yeshua, thanks to which
regardless of the circumstances or the length
of their life will be able to enjoy everlasting life
with Him. We entrust to the Lord this small
group of Jews in Bratslav, who with great at-
tention listened to the preached the word of
Yeshua the Messiah. Oh that the Lord in His
mercy would make the word take root in the-
ir hearts and bring forth an abundant harvest
in their lives.

Our visit in Tulchyn was very unique for us.
This is a very special town for us because many
Jews who survived the concentration camp in
Pechora live there.

Our visit here fell on the 75th anniversary of
the liberation of the camp where in tragic con-
ditions over 62 thousand Jews from Tulchyn
and also many Jews from villages and the town
of Podilsky were killed.

When in the beginning of December 1941
the German occupation of the city began, the
Jews from Tulchyn and nearby towns were
rounded up. First, without food and water,
34,000 people were crowded into the ghetto
and the local Jewish school. After a few days,
especially for children, their stay in these pla-
ces became a real torment. Then, a German
doctor under the pretext of administering in-
jections, infected people with three types of
typhus. In the middle of the winter, a group of

thousands of Jews were divided into columns
and began the over 40-kilometre march from
Tulchyn to the concentration camp in Pecho-
ra, which was called the loop of death. In this
winter time, the aching feet of prisoners were
covered in half-frozen mud. Women, children
and the elderly marched in the column of tho-
usands of people. They were surrounded by
German soldiers with dogs and rifles. Those
who stopped on the road were torn apart by
dogs and later finished off by heartless soldiers.

Halfway to Pechora a break was ordered
in a horse stable. When all the Jews were crow-
ded in there, it turned out that it was too little
space that everyone had to stand the entire
night. The next day several hundred people
were already dead. But those who survived
had to drink this cup suffering to the end.

In this column of many thousand people was
a five-year-old girl – Rita Szwejbesz, together
with her older brother and parents. Rita’s dad
never made it to the camp. During the exhau-
sting march, he tried to exchange a tablecloth,
which he took from their home, for a loaf of
bread, to satisfy at least a little hunger of his
children and wife. Unfortunately, a German
bullet stopped him in his place forever. Rita
still could not understand that her beloved
daddy was dead. She still remembers the blood-
stained bread in her dead father’s hands. This
was bread that had been so long awaited! Ri-
ta’s mum was murdered in the camp. Little
Rita with her brother buried her next to the
great mass graves. Even today Rita perfectly
remembers the place where her mother lies.
Now with her brother they could only count
on each other and God’s providence. In the
camp they experienced horrific experiences,
thirst and hunger. Many times there were also
cases of cannibalism.

Little Rita miraculously evaded death from the
axe of a Ukrainian policeman. Her only offence
was that as a Jew she asked his wife for a piece of
bread. However, the wound from the axe cau-
sed her disability, which is still visible today.

75 years ago Rita together with the few
people who survived experienced the libera-
tion of the camp.
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Today, 83-year-old Rita, as chairwomen of
the Jewish community in Tulchyn, with tears
warmly thanked us that we came to Tulchyn
on this very day – the day commemorating the
liberation from hell that the German camp in
Pechora was. Rita has repeatedly stressed the

Rita

fact that for her and all the survivors this is a
day of repeated birth. Then, 75 years ago, a
completely new stage in their previous life
began. We also are grateful to God that we
could not only meet with Rita but with many
others who survived.

Among them was 76-year-old Feyga, who
together with his mother survived the Holo-
caust. Feyga worked in a metallurgical factory

for 45 years, often in very difficult and harsh
conditions resulting in her fatal state of health.
She lives alone, as her husband died 12 years
ago. At the time of visiting Feyga we learned
even more cruel details from the time when
every Jew, regardless of gender and age, de-
served death for just being a Jew. Feyga is se-
riously and incurably sick. Very often, because
of this, she breaks down and falls into depres-
sion. This time, however, she greeted us with
joy. Let us pray that in the time that the Lord
has set for her on earth, that she would know
Him as her personal Savoir.

We visited also Sofia, who although herself
was not in the camp in Pechora, lost there
many of her relatives, and the family of her
deceased husband in their entirety was mur-
dered in this dreadful place of massacre.
83-year-old Sofia, who lives alone after having
suffered a heart attack, is very weak and has
frequent dizziness, which prevents her from
leaving the flat by herself. Sofia during the war
survived in the evacuation to the Far East. So-
fia was very grateful for the help and visit, which
for her as a lonely person, is extremely impor-
tant. In our prayers we entrust Sofia to the

Feyga

Sofia

Lord, that in her solitude she would turn to
Yeshua the Messiah as her Saviour.

Other survivors from Pechora are 88-year-
old Leonid and his 73-year-old wife Larysa.
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Although during the war they were children,
they perfectly remember those cruel times,
hunger, pestilence and death in Pechora.

93-year-old Frida also survived Pechora. In
a miraculous way she evaded death from the
bullet of a Ukrainian guard in the camp. So-
metimes it is said that the attitude of the Ukra-
inian collaborators was often worse than the
Germans. Unfortunately, all her family perished
in this camp. Currently, Frida has serious pro-
blems with walking, although thanks to God
her general state of health is quite good. Ple-
ase pray for Frida, who in the past received
from us the Word of God and already heard
much about Yeshua the Messiah. We believe

                                                               Frida

to which were invited members of the fami-
lies of those who survived the camp in Pecho-
ra. Also during this meeting we could toge-

Meeting in Tulchyn

Leonid and Larysa

that this small seed which has been sown in
her heart can bring an abundant harvest for
the glory of God.

At the end of our stay in Tulchyn together
with Rita, we organised a celebratory dinner

ther thank Almighty God for His grace and
mercy and exceptional protection for all tho-
se who survived. May the word that they he-
ard from us go deep into their hearts and bring
forth an abundant harvest.

The suffering of the Holocaust, whether in
Eastern or Western Europe, brought much
cruelty, pain and often death to Jews. That is
why those who survived, regardless of where
we meet them, are very valuable for us, for
they are not only witnesses of history but also
divine grace, protection and faithfulness. Inste-
ad of your shame you will receive a double por-
tion, and instead of disgrace you will rejoice in
your inheritance. And so you will inherit a double
portion in your land, and everlasting joy will be
yours. Is. 61.7

Near the end of our stay in the Vinnytsia,
we met with Marina and Siergiej who are re-
sponsible for this ministry in the Vinnytsia
region. Particularly Siergiej, who is a director
of the Shamash Foundation which we have
been working with closely in carrying out the
medical project and charity soup kitchens for
needy Jews in Vinnytsia and its region. We ask
for your fervent prayers for Siergiej and Mari-
na as well as their co-workers, that the Lord
would give them special wisdom and strength
in the ministry of helping the needy, in accor-
dance with the promise in His Word: So do not
fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I
am your God. I will strengthen you and help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. –
Isaiah 41:10.

The next stage in our stay in Ukraine was
Shepetivka, where in the soup kitchen we co-
uld share the Word of God and also encoura-
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Swietłana

ge all those present to put their trust in the
Messiah and Savoir of Israel – Yeshua.

In Shepetivka we visited also several people
in their homes.

We visited 82-year-old Inessa and her dau-
ghter Marina. During this visit we talked with
them about their life and relationship with

of her flat alone. With such low income that
Raya receives, it would be difficult to survive,
therefore she is very grateful for dinners and
medicines which she receives. In the winter
season we also help her with heating bills. Let’s
pray for Raya that she can continue to receive
help but above all, let us pray for her salva-
tion.

Then later we visited 73-year-old Maya,
who was grateful for our visit. Her pension is
1,500 hryvnia (approx. 58$). Maja worked for
30 years as a nurse. Currently, she has pro-
blems with blood pressure. Her brother with
his wife moved to Israel a year ago. They are

Maya

Meeting at the soup kitchen in Shepetivka

Inessa and Marina

Raya

Yeshua. Both mother and daughter declare
their deep faith in the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua.
They need our prayers so that the faith which
is in their hearts would bring good fruit in the-
ir everyday lives. Inessa, after operations for
breast cancer, must take very expensive me-
dicines. We are grateful to God that recently,
through the medical programme that we con-
duct in Shepetivka, Inessa could receive aid in
the form of the medicine needed for her he-
alth and life.

We visited there the 71-year-old Raya.
Thank God Raya feels much better but after
breaking her hand she has not returned to full
physical fitness and is still afraid to go outside

still experiencing difficulties in fully adapting to
this completely new place for them. Maya also
receives assistance in the form of dinners.
During our visit we were able to preach the
gospel of salvation in Yeshua the Messiah to
her. Let’s pray for Maya to fully give her heart
to Yeshua.



– 11 –

Arkadii

The last person we visited in Shepetivka was
85-year-old Arcadii. Arkadii shared with us his
experiences during the war and how God sa-
ved him from death in many situations. Now
he is increasingly weaker. He has problems
urinating and also with his legs so that now he

when I am old; do not forsake me when my
strength is gone. Psalm 71:6 and 9

Despite these tragic times, we are grateful
to God that at least in some small extent we
can practically help those who because of the-
ir age and experiences will soon leave us.
Thank you all that by your prayers and finan-
ces you faithfully support us in this act of mer-
cy. Oh, may the good Lord help us all to show
them not only practical assistance and support
as long as possible but also proclaim salvation
in Yeshua – their Messiah, who in His grace
and faithfulness can save them and give them
eternal life.

For all of us and especially for many of the
elderly who we serve, time passes faster and
faster. This is why we are grateful to the God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob for every possibi-
lity of aid and contact with our dear friends in
Ukraine. During all of our visits, we were able
to bless them with the wonderful blessing re-
corded in Numbers 6.24–26: The Lord bless
you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine
on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his
face toward you and give you peace. We ask that
you would pray for one another that in doing
God’s work of mercy together, that we will be
able to make the best and most effective use
of the time before us. Be very careful, then, how
you live – not as unwise but as wise, making the
most of every opportunity, because the days are
evil. Ephesians 5:15–16

Shalom from Oświęcim

can’t leave his flat. Please pray for Arkadii that
he would be fit enough to move without any
hindrances and pain.

In the end, we’d like your prayers for Roza
and Zinov, who faithfully fulfil their ministry in
Shepetivka. Please ask the Lord for His pro-
tection and blessing for them and their fami-
lies so they can joyfully continue to serve their
brothers and sisters for the glory of the king-
dom of God. From birth I have relied on you;
you brought me forth from my mother’s womb.
I will ever praise you. (...) Do not cast me away


