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Oświęcim, January 2017

As we serve the Lord and bless His people
Israel we are becoming more aware that Isra-
el needs not only our prayer but also very prac-
tical help. For this reason some time ago the
Lord put within our hearts a sincere desire to
bring practical help to the Land of Israel.

In answer to this desire we traveled to Israel
in November. During this trip we were able
to meet with many people from Messianic fel-
lowships in Israel as well as with people whom
we had got to know earlier. It was especially
meaningful for us to be able to meet with Jews
who had come from Poland. Among them
were also people from Oświęcim. A very spe-
cial event for us was a visit to Miriam Harel
who is the author of a book we recently publi-
shed “Now you may cry”.

During this time Israel experienced wicked
terrorist arsons.

The first place we visited was Eilat. In Eilat
we visited a Messianic fellowship whose leader
is pastor John Pax. We met many people from
different countries at the Shabbat meeting on
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Friday and a meeting on Saturday. One of the
people we met was Beata who left Odessa for
Israel, many years ago. Beata is full of God’s
love and shares her testimony with everyone
about what the Messiah Yeshua has done in
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her life. We were also able to meet with Shmu-
el who used to attended Yeshiva and was se-
eking God. He struggled for 2 years with the
question “Is Yeshua the Messiah?” He finally
believed in Yeshua as his personal Messiah and
Savior.
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Our meeting with 88-year-old Michal Ross-
bach, who comes from Oświęcim, especially
touched our hearts. As we entered her home
she said; “Praise the Lord that you came. I’m
very happy about that.”

We were able to host Michal many years
ago in our home in Oświęcim when her desire
was to find out all the details about what hap-

miraculously survived working in a German
labor camp. After the war she traveled to Cy-
prus and then made it to Israel. She worked
for many years in a hospital.

Michal had a heart pacemaker put in not
long ago. Michal lives alone. A caretaker visits
her to care for her daily needs. She worries
that in the future she may become bedridden.
During our visit we talked about our hope in
the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua. Pray for Michal
that she might find peace in knowing the Mes-
siah of Israel, Yeshua. We were able to pray
this for her at the end of our visit. “Brothers,
my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the
Israelites is that they may be saved.” (Rm.10:1)

Later we traveled to Ein Gedi where we
met with Dani and his wife, Zahava. They live
in the kibbutz in Ein Gedi. Dani has two bro-
thers, Alex and Gedeon, who live in Israel.
They traveled to Israel in the “50’s”, together
with their parents, from Legnica in Poland.

Next we traveled to Jerusalem where we
met with Avivah and visited her Messianic con-
gregation. Then we traveled to our friends
Alyosha and Jody Ryabinov in Zichron Yaakov.
They were twice in Poland during our confe-
rences that are held in August.

The next day we traveled to Miriam Harel,
the author of the book “Now you may cry”.

pened to her loved ones. Unfortunately, the
whole family died in the Holocaust, even tho-
ugh Michal had a sliver of hope that someone
had survived.

During our visit Michal told us about her
experiences from her childhood and how, du-
ring the time of the German occupation, she

MICHAL (SHE COMES FROM O�WIÊCIM)

MIRIAM HAREL

MICHAL & ULA
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Miriam shared many experiences from her chil-
dhood with us from the time of the war and
her trip to and life in Israel. We were again
made aware of how deep the wounds are in
her heart from her life during the Holocaust.
Miriam lost her loved ones during the Holo-
caust. From her large family only her two si-
sters, by a miracle, survived. They have both
already passed away. Miriam also lost her faith
in God. It was buried together with her loved
ones during this dark time of pain and suffering.

But when we came back to Poland, we re-
ceived from her a letter full of warmth and
hope that deeply touched our hearts:

“Roman, Ula,
Your visit in my home was very important

to me. I don’t know a lot of Poles like you.
You gave me back my love for Poland that
used to be my cradle and beloved language.
When I was talking with you in Polish…
I felt like my home was risen again as well
as my happy childhood. I remained deeply
touched long after your visit…

I do love you,
Miriam”

Pray for Miriam and others who lived thro-
ugh the Holocaust, that their wounds would
be healed and that they would come to know
the salvation there is in their Messiah, Yeshua.
“But I will restore you to health and heal your
wounds, declares the Lord, because you are
called an outcast, Zion for whom no one ca-
res.” (Jer. 30:17)

While we were with Miriam we heard that
there was a fire in Zichron Yaakov. As it tur-
ned out it was one of the many fires purposely
started in Israel. At that time everything was
dry and in addition there was a strong, bluste-
ry wind which caused the rapid spread of the
fires. All the roads were closed and we were
only able to return to Zichron Yaakov late in
the night.

The next day we traveled to Haifa and abo-
ve the city we saw huge clouds of smoke, ri-
sing in the surrounding mountains. That day
Haifa was set on fire and we found ourselves

in the center of the tragedy. Many homes were
totally destroyed and if the wind had not chan-
ged, the city lying below would have been burnt
to the ground. The firefighting crews battled all
night to gain control over the situation.

That day we spent time with Svieta, who
moved to Israel 10 years ago from Zhmeryn-

DESTRUCTION CAUSED BY THE FIRE

ka in Ukraine. We got to know Svieta in Zhme-
rynka in Ukraine when we organized help the-
re through the food packages. Svieta told us
that she works in the help center where they
give out food packages and clothing. When we
traveled there with Svieta it turned out that
this help is organized by one of the Messianic
fellowships called Kehilat Hacarmel and me-

SVIETA
FROM HAIFA
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packages or to begin to help a few families by
bringing material and spiritual help. We ask you
for intercessory prayer in this matter.

Next we went to Svieta’s small, one-room-
flat that has a small kitchen and restroom. It is
in a huge block of flats which is called a hostel.
Everyone has a flat similar to Svieta’s. About
500 people, mainly from the former Soviet
Union, live here. It is a 5 story building that
formerly was a student’s dorm. It is very
expensive to rent a flat in Israel and most pe-
ople can’t afford it. We saw many opportuni-
ties here to visit and encourage these people.

Svieta has four sisters who came to Israel
before she did. One of them, 80-year-old Ba-
sia, lives one floor below in the same building.
We were also able to visit her. Basia has a dau-
ghter and a son who both live, together with
their families, in Haifa. A year ago Basia broke
her thigh bone and, after an operation, has to
use a walker to get around.

We also visited two of Svieta’s neighbors.
One of them was 81-year-old Lida who is

ets on Carmel. When we arrived at the help
center we met pastor Vladimir and sister Na-
tasha.

MEETING WITH VLADIMIR
� MESSIANIC PASTOR FROM HAIFA

FOOD DISTRIBUTION CENTER IN HAIFA

Shabbat meetings and activities for children
and young people are also organized in the
center. Svieta heard much about the salvation
that is in the Messiah of Israel while she was in
Ukraine and also in Poland when she visited
under the “Remove the Stones” project. Now
she can hear again this message in Israel for
which we are very thankful.

During this meeting we saw how God Him-
self opened the doors for us to help in the work
of this fellowship in practical ways as well as
being able to share the gospel. This had been
our desire and prayer. We would like, in 2017
to begin to support the project to distribute
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a child of the war and comes from Minsk. They
were evacuated during the war. Her father
spent 4 years in a concentration camp. Lida
has two brothers. One is 86 years old and li-
ves in Haifa. The second is 81 years old and
lives in Tel Aviv. He has battled with leukemia
for the past 2 years. Lida has lived in Israel for
17 years already and, together with her dau-
ghter, takes part in activities of a Messianic
congregation.

Next we visited 78-year-old Dana who
came to Israel 16 years ago from Kharkiv. Lida
was born with a sight disability and for 3 to 5
years isn’t able to see because of a disattached

ROMAN WITH ICUS

The next day we traveled to the kibbutz in
Degania where we visited 88-year-old Icus
who comes from Oświęcim as well as Tamara
who comes from Dwor Mazowiecki. We met
Icus many years ago and later Tamara in Oświę-
cim and we have maintained the relationship
since that time.

retina. Her son still lives in Kharkiv but is plan-
ning to move for good to Haifa. Although Dana
can’t see physically, she can see spiritually be-
cause she has believed in Yeshua as her perso-
nal Savior.

The next day we went again to Haifa to see
the area that was damaged by the fires. We
met a man named Yudi who led us to his dau-
ghter’s home. Their house was completely
destroyed by the fire and we thank God that
no one was at home at that time.

We decided to help Yudi’s daughter and
gave her a small offering as a gift of our solida-
rity and love for the nation of Israel.

DANA FROM HAIFA
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The last days of our visit we spent with
Gedeon and Bracha. Gedeon is a brother of
Dani from Ein Gedi and Alex.

Please pray for these people, that each of
them might experience the salvation that is in
the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua. Pray for God’s
leading in this ministry for God’s chosen pe-
ople in Ukraine, in the diaspora, and also in
their land – Israel.

Shalom from Oświęcim

P.S. While editing this letter, we received
a very nice e-mail from Yudi and his family. They
thanked us for the offering for the renovation
of their daughter’s burnt house. Their letter is
a wonderful testimony to us that God touches
Jewish hearts when we show them practical
love and help in their needs. This is what the
letter says:

My daughter Maayan, her husband Or
and their children Peleg and Yadin (family
name Shaked-Shachar) want to really thank
you for your nice contribution which you and
your lovely spouse gave them on the behalf
of your Shalom Ministry Association.

They lost all in the fire, but many nice
people gave them clothes, toys, furniture
and more...

The fact that a person which totally does
not know our family has helped us as you
have is really heart warming.

We would like to express our deepest gra-
titude and appreciation to your association,
with love – Yudi (Yehuda) Marton and his
wife Shlomit Shaked

GEDEON & BRACHA


