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Oświęcim, January, February 2016

We are very thankful to the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob for the last trip to Ukra-
ine which we made in December of last year.
As we always do we were also able this time
to visit our dear friends whom we help thro-
ugh the soup kitchens and food packages.

First we traveled to Shepetivka. One of the
first people that we visited there was 63-year-
old Dora. Dora has suffered for several months
from a chronic cough. She is very grateful for the
all help she received. Please pray for Dora’s he-
alth and, above all else, that she might come to
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

know Yeshua who is a wonderful doctor, not only
for our bodies but also for our spirits.

We also visited 75-year-old Olga who, after
the death of her husband, continues to suffer
from despair and depression. Olga told us with
tears in her eyes; “I don’t feel like a person

anymore.” We talked with Olga, praying toge-
ther with her for God’s comfort in her situ-
ation. Please pray that a believing person wo-

Dora

Olga

uld be able to visit Olga regularly and tell her
about Yeshua the Messiah.

After a long break we visited 79-year-old
Inessa and her 53-year-old daughter Marina
again. We hadn’t visited them for a long time
because Inessa was sick with cancer and spent
a few months in hospital in Chmielnicky whe-
re she was operated on and had chemothera-
py and radiation treatment. Inessa and Marina
were very thankful for our visit and that we
remember them. They are especially thankful
for the soup kitchen where they receive me-
als each day. This is an invaluable help to them.
Inessa feels better but will require a long pe-
riod of recovery after such intense and exhau-
sting treatment. Please pray for Inessa and
Marina, that their hearts may open to the Mes-
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siah Yeshua and His goodness and grace to-
wards them.

The next people we visited in Shepetivka
were two sisters; 64-year-old Ira and 59-year-
old Donia. They live together and neither of
them has any other family. During the last year
Ira also had an operation for breast cancer and
a series of chemotherapy treatments. Thank
God she is already at home under the loving

er. In the name of Roza and Zinov, who for
many years have directed the soup kitchen in
Shepetivka and cared for all the members of
the Jewish community in the city, we want to
pass on to you warm greetings and their thanks

Marina & Inessa

Ira & Donia

care of her sister. Ira is very thankful that the
Lord God has allowed her to continue to live.
Pray that both Ira and Donia would be aware
of the great grace and mercy of Yeshua in all
this. Yeshua, the Messiah of Israel, doesn’t de-
sire the death of a sinner but waits patiently
for his salvation and reconciliation with God.
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save
the lost.” (Lk. 19:10)

We were also at the soup kitchen in Shepe-
tivka and were asked to pass on to you warm
greetings and thanks for all the help and pray-

Roza & Zinov

for your prayer and practical support, without
which the help they give would be impossible.

The next stop in our visit was Vinnitsa and
a few places near there where many people
receive the monthly food packages.

The first place we traveled to with packa-
ges was Voronovitsa. 82-year-old Boris has
been responsible for the distribution of pac-

Boris

kages in this place for many years. Boris lived
through the horrors of the war and the Holo-
caust in the heavy labor camp in Rogozno whe-
re only 13 of the 100 prisoners who were im-
prisoned there survived.
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In Voronovitsa we visited a married couple;
74-year-old Lubov and 78-year-old Ivan. Both
Lubov and Ivan are very grateful for the help
they receive. They read God’s Word which we

stances. Ivan is one of those great heros who,
at the risk of their own lives, hid Jews during
the time of the German occupation of their
area. During the stormy times of the war he
faced the double threat of his fellow country-

Lubov & Ivan

gave them during a previous visit. When we
asked them about their faith and their relation-
ship with God they said; “Who else can we
depend on? Only our God!” We are thankful
to God for their confession of faith and pray
that the Holy Spirit will lead them daily into
a deeper faith in the truth of God’s Word.

We also visited 78-year-old Shpinia, who
survived the war living in the ghetto in Murafa.
She is a widow and is very grateful for the help

Shpinia

she receives. She said to us, with tears in her
eyes, as we left; “Thank you for all your help.
Without your help I wouldn’t have survived
until now. May God bless you!”

We were deeply touched by our visit to 84-
year-old Ivan. He lives in very difficult circum-

men – Ukrainian police worked together with
the Gestapo to track down everyone who
helped Jews and sentence them, along with
their whole families, to death. We are grateful
to God that Ivan, at the end of his life, can re-
ceive practical help and blessing in the difficult
situation in which he has to live.

During our visit to Ukraine we were also
able to take part in a very important event,
the dedication of the monument in memory
of the brutal murder of Jews in Braclav. This
memorial monument is located right next to
the place where the road led from Braclav to
the death camp in Pietchora. It was along this
road that Ukrainian police drove a group of
400 Jews, mainly women and elderly people.
At one point, when they passed a nearby fo-
rest, the police stopped the whole group and
began to abuse the women, raping and beating
them. Finally, the incident ended in the mur-
der of the whole group of Jews who were then
buried in the forest. Many of the victims were
buried alive. The mayor of Braclav and several
city officials were present at the dedication of
the monument as well as members of the lo-
cal Jewish community. “For he who avenges
blood remembers; he does not ignore the cries
of the afflicted.” (Ps. 9:12)

Ivan
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After we arrived in Niemirov we visited 82-
year-old Sofia. Sofia remembered, with lon-
ging and nostalgia, the time before the second
world war when in Niemirov Ukrainians, Jews
and Poles lived together in peace and agre-
ement. Although life wasn’t easy then, people
lived in a completely different way than now.
Everything was brutally interrupted by the
Holocaust. Sofia lost her father and brother

years as a director in local companies. He told
us, with tears in his eyes; “In our situation we
say «Praise the Lord!» for every day we live.
Only He carries us in our old age.” They live in

Dedication of the monument in Braclav

during this time. Please pray for Sofia, that she
might, in her old age, experience the most
wonderful thing possible – the forgiveness of
her sins in Yeshua the Savior.

In Niemirow we also visited a married co-
uple; 65-year-old Rita and 66-year-old Volo-
dia. Rita has already had two operations for
cancer and suffers from heart problems and
high blood pressure. Volodia worked for 42

Sofia

Volodia & Rita

very modest conditions. Rita sadly admitted to
us; “We would have enough for food if it wasn’t
for our continual visits to the doctor and drug
store. So thank you very much for your vital
help.” We also are thankful for each of you who
work together with us to show love and sup-
port in a practical way for God’s chosen pe-
ople.

We couldn’t leave Niemirov without me-
eting with Musia who, despite her old age, is
still involved in the distribution of the packa-
ges in this city.

Musia

We are also thankful to God for pastor Igor
who is a beautiful testimony for the Niemirov
Jews by his friendship and practical help.

Unfortunately we will never be able to meet
with Mara in Niemirov again. We were able to
visit her during our trip to Ukraine in June.
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Mara was called into eternity two months ago.
For this reason we ask you all the more to pray
that we’ll be able to reach the descendants of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob not only with medi-
cal help but, more importantly, spiritual help.

The next stop in our visit was Shargorod,
where we visited a few people after we deli-
vered the packages.

The first people we visited were a married
couple; 67-year-old Bella and 63-year-old Vi-
tia. When we visited them Bella had just had

ago and her daughter lives in Moscow, in her
loneliness Viera prays and thanks the Lord da-
ily for health, life and strength that He gives
her. Pray for Viera, that she would have faith
for salvation in Yeshua the Messiah.

While we were in Shargorod we traveled
to Dzurin, a village 30 kilometers away, where
a Jewess lives who receives food packages.
Faina, who is 64 years old, lives there comple-
tely on her own. The rest of her family lives

                                                            Bella & Vitia

two operations on her eyes for which she had
to pay 40,000 UAH (almost 1600$). Their
monthly retirement is only 98$! It is hard to
imagine how much they had to borrow so that
Bella could have these operations. Please pray
for this couple. We were able to host them in
Poland in the past through the “Remove the
Stones” project. During that time they ope-
ned their hearts to salvation in Yeshua, the Mes-
siah of Israel. Pray for renewal in their hearts.

We also visited 92-year-old Viera who lives
on her own. Although her husband died long

near Dniepropietrovsk. Faina has problems
with diabetes and high blood pressure. Because
of her other health problems she requires on
going pharmaceutical treatment. We thank the
Lord that we will be able to help Faina thro-
ugh the medical project of the Shamash Foun-
dation in Vinnitsa.

The next place we visited with packages was
Zmirinka. While we were there we visited 91-
year-old Mila who told us about the tragic fate
of her family. Even before the war her father
was arrested by the communists and was dec-
lared to be an enemy of the state. Because of
this her whole family was very severely repres-
sed. They lived in poverty and shame until the
second world war. Unfortunately the worst
was yet to come. During transportation from
arrest Mila’s father lost consciousness and was
buried alive by the NKWD guards. He was only
39 years old. When the war broke out Mila
and her mother had the misfortune of being in
the German occupied zone. Soon they were
placed in the ghetto in Zmirinka. Fortunately

Viera

Faina
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lives by herself. Her 42-year-old son serves in
the army in the east of Ukraine. Her daughter
and her family live in Zmirinka. We commit
Ludmila to God’s mercy, that, in her situation,
He would open her eyes to salvation in Yeshua
the Messiah.

The last person we visited in Zmirinka was
69-year-old Svietlana. She had an operation for
cancer and shortly after that a stroke. As we
talked about her life and health Svietlana said;

in a short time Zmirinka came under Roma-
nian occupation. Mila, as a young girl, worked
as a cleaner in the Romanian soldiers canteen
and lived with an elderly Ukrainian lady. While
her mom was still in hiding, Mila kept secret
her true identity by saying that the woman she
lived with was her grandmother. Her whole
family, from her mother’s side, was murdered
by Ukrainian and German soldiers in Babi Yar
in Kiev. After the war it wasn’t easy either but,
as Mila said; “God was pleased to keep me
alive until today.” Pray for Mila, that the Lord
in His grace would open her eyes to salvation
in Yeshua the Messiah who alone can heal the
deep wounds left in her life through commu-
nism and the Holocaust which are still alive in
her heart and mind.

We also visited 69-year-old Ludmila, who
suffers from severe asthma attacks. Ludmila

Mila

“Only the grace of God keeps me alive.” Svietla-
na worked for her entire adult life as a train con-
ductor. She now has a retirement of 1500 UAH
(about 60$). From this meager retirement she
has to spend 800 UAH (32$) on medicine and
the rest isn’t enough to live on. Her husband is
now in the hospital where he had an operation
costing 13,000 UAH (520$)! Please pray for Svie-
tlana and her husband, not only for their physical
health, but above all else, that they wouldn’t le-
ave this world before they are reconciled with
God through Yeshua the Savior. “…my heart’s
desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that
they may be saved.” (Rm. 10:1)

The next city we visited was Mohyliv Po-
dolskyi. While we were there we visited
a married couple; 65-year-old Frima and 73-
year-old Grigori. Because of severe diabetes
Frima’s leg was amputated eight months ago.
Because of the difficult situation of Frima and
Grigori they not only receive food packages
but also meals at the soup kitchen in Mohyliv
Podolskyi, which we have sponsored for many

Ludmila

Svietlana
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years. Please pray for Frima and Grigori, that
they might give their lives to the Lord Jesus
who alone can help and save them.

65-year-old Anna, whom we also visited,
lived through one of the greatest tragedies ima-
ginable, the death of her 17-year-old daugh-
ter. Sorrow and regret after her irreparable

to host them, and others from Ukraine, in our
country through the “Remove the Stones” pro-
ject. During that time Frida and Isaac heard
much about salvation in Yeshua the Messiah.
Let’s bring them in our prayers before the thro-
ne of God, that the Word of God that they
have heard would bear the abundant fruit of
salvation in their lives.

Pray for Leonid who is responsible for the
Jewish community in the city, especially now,
since he doesn’t feel well after the heart at-
tack he suffered.

The next place we visited was Gnivan whe-
re we also visited several people, bringing pac-
kages to their homes.

One of these people was 63-year-old Ser-
giej, who lives alone in very poor conditions.
Sergiej is very sick and weak and requires con-
tinual care.

tragedy haven’t left her even after many years.
In her sickness and despair she can’t find work
and is, therefore, without what she needs to
live on. Anna’s husband finds work from time
to time that he is able to do to at least provide
what they need to survive. Their situation has
a very negative effect on her frame of mind
and daily life. Please battle in prayer for Anna,
that the Lord God through His Spirit would
bring light into her darkness and despair. Pray
that she would look again in faith to the Almi-
ghty God and Savior Yeshua.

The last people we visited in Mohyliv Po-
dolskyi was a married couple; 63-year-old Fri-
da and 67-year-old Isaac. Last fall we were able

Frima & Grigori                                                             Isaac & Frida

Anna Sergiej

The next person we visited was 69-year-
old Alexander. He worked his entire profes-
sional life as a blacksmith in a large factory. His
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hearing continues to deteriorate. We are gra-
teful to God that we were able to help him
buy a hearing aid that he needs so badly thro-
ugh the medical project of the Shamash Foun-
dation. Pray for Alexander, for his health and
physical strength. Pray too, that despite his
hearing handicap the good Lord would open
his spiritual ears so that he could hear His vo-
ice and be reconciled with his Savior, Yeshua.

While we were in Gnivan we visited Bella
and her daughter, Julia. We have written abo-
ut their situation before in our informational

them for awhile. We rejoice that they now live
in a remodeled and well heated home. Pray
for Bella and Julia because they are usually in
such a poor state mentally and psychologically
that it’s not possible to relate to them normal-
ly. They also need Yeshua very much. Only He
can save them. We don’t know how this can
happen but we want to bring this need before
the throne of God’s grace because for Him
nothing is impossible. “…with God all things
are possible.” (Mt. 19:26)

Vapniarka was the next place we visited and
brought food packages.

We visited a married couple in that city; 73-
year-old Anna and 75-year-old Boris. Boris was
responsible for many years for the distribution
of food packages for needy Jews in this place.
He was able to do this until he had a very se-
rious stroke which permanently limited his
ability to move about and to speak clearly.
While we were with Boris and Anna we re-
membered our many good years of friendship
and working together. When we began to spe-
ak about God and eternal life we asked them
if they would like to be saved with joy they
answered; “Yes.” We prayed together accor-
ding to the desire of their hearts. Anna prayed
loudly and her husband whispered a prayer.
Many tears of joy ran down his face. It was
also unspeakable joy for us to see how these
two people, so close and special for us, rece-
ived Yeshua as their personal Lord and Savior.
What a very joyful day that was for the Lord
God Himself, the Father of Israel. Pray for Boris
and Anna, for their physical health and that they
would be faithful in their decision to follow the
Lord.

Our next visit was much more sad. We met
with 66-year-old Zina and 40-year-old Ludmi-
la. Only four months ago Zina’s husband died
and ten months ago Ludmila’s husband also.
Their despair and wounds after losing the pe-
ople closest to them are still fresh and unhe-
aled. We encouraged Zina and Ludmila with
the comfort of God’s Word and prayed toge-
ther with them. We ask you to also pray that
the One who is the Father of widows and or-
phans will pour out His heavenly peace and
hope into their hearts. Pray, too, that they both

Alexander

Bella & Julia

letters from Ukraine. We were glad that du-
ring our visit both Bella and Julia were in such
a good mental state that we could talk with
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We also visited 78-year-old Yevgienia, who,
although she is very sick, received us gladly.
During the war Yevgienia and her mother and
grandmother were evacuated into the interior

might come to know the best Guide and Com-
forter who is the Savior of Israel, Yeshua.

When we arrived in Tomashpol we met first
with 67-year-old Masha who is responsible for
the distribution of packages to needy mem-
bers of the Jewish community in the city. After

Ludmila & Zina

Masha

Yura with his caregiver Mila

that we visited a few other people. The first
person was 42-year-old Yura. We wrote abo-
ut his situation in our last Information and Pray-
er Letter from Ukraine. How important it is
that during one of our visits Yura received
Yeshua as his Lord and Savior. It was good to
meet with Yura again, to see the joy and peace
that he has that only Yeshua can give in his si-
tuation. We are also grateful for his caregiver,
Mila, who is so faithful in her responsibilities
to care for him.

Yevgienia

of Russia where, although their lives weren’t
in danger, they suffered indescribable hunger
and poverty. As she remembered those times
Yevgienia said; “We were simply dying there
from hunger. Every day we ate grass and ro-
ots and called out; Praise you Lord!” Yevgie-
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nia’s biggest problem is a continual lack of he-
moglobin. While this causes many health pro-
blems, the worst being very powerful heada-
ches, which make it impossible to move around
normally, even for short distances. Please pray
for Yevgienia, not only for her health but also
for her salvation.

We also visited a married couple in Toma-
shpol; 74-year-old Maria and 77-year-old
Yefim. Yefim remembered with horror the time
of the German occupation and the brutal and
cruel Ukrainian police and German soldiers.

cared for through the last 17 years. We had
visited Mania several times and had given her
God’s Word. Mania went into eternity in 2014.

The last city we visited in the Vinnitsa re-
gion was Yampol. Anna and her son, Misha,
are responsible for the distribution of food
packages in the city. Because of Anna’s dete-
riorating health Misha has taken almost all her
responsibilities upon himself.

In Yampol we also visited a married couple;
67-year-old Ala and 65-year-old El. El suffers
from several health problems at the present,
especially high blood pressure and diabetes.
He also has serious problems with his spine.
To care for his diabetes alone, El needs more
than 400 UAH (16$) per month, not to men-
tion his other health problems which also need
continual pharmacological care. The biggest
problem in his life, however, is that El has com-
pletely lost faith in God. He is not able to ac-
cept the fact, as his wife does, that in his life
and difficult situation God is in control. Please
pray for this couple, for their health, and espe-
cially that El would receive the grace of faith
and reconciliation with God through Yeshua
the Messiah.

The next married couple that we visited in
Yampol was 64-year-old Valentina and 65-year-
old Piotr. Valentina has serious heart problems.
Four heart defects have been discovered as
well as asthma and many other health pro-

                                                       Maria & Jefim

Lena

                                                   Piotr & Valentina

He and his parents fought every day for their
lives and honor. Yefim told us that he often
reads the Bible together with Maria and that
they believe what is written in it. Pray for them,
that the Holy Spirit might lead them deeper
into God’s Word so that they might come to
know the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua as their
personal Lord and Savior.

At the end of our time in Tomashpol we
were invited to visit 67-year-old Lena. She re-
ceived us in the home of Mania, whom she has

blems. In addition Valentina has suffered two
strokes. Because of their very meager retire-
ment Valentina and Piotr have spent many sle-
epless nights thinking about how to pay for
everything. In their situation we were able to
see how needed are the food packages which,
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in at least a small way, help them to survive.
Pray for Valentina and Piotr and about the
possibility of helping them through the medical
project of the Shamash Foundation in Vinnitsa.

The last people we visited in Yampol were
also a married couple; 79-year-old Lubov and
79-year-old Igor. Igor lived through the time
of the war and the Holocaust together with

his brother, mother and grandmother. It was a
miracle that they all lived through that terrible
time. After the war Igor worked as a dentist
and his wife was a nurse in a clinic. We are
thankful to God that both of them live in fairly
good health. Pray about our continued con-
tact with them and that they might come to
know Yeshua as their Savior.

The last day of our visit we spent in Vinnit-
sa, where we visited both soup kitchens and

 Igor & Lubov

talked with those who receive meals there
each day. We also visited a few people in their
homes.

One of those persons was 75-year-old
Zoya, who was born during the war while her
parents were evacuated to Volgograd. Later

Soup kitchen in Vinnitsa

Soup kitchen
in Vinnitsa

she worked as an architect and her husband
was a technical worker for the railway in the
Soviet Union. Zoya’s husband died a few years
ago and her only son lives in Saint Petersburg.
Zoya is in a very difficult situation financially
and healthwise. In her difficult situation she
receives help through the medical project of
the Shamash Foundation.

We had a very interesting visit with 76-year-
old Mira who told us about the unusual chain

Zoya

Mira
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of events in her life during the German occu-
pation in Vinnitsa and the surrounding area.
Her father served in the Red Army at that time
and Mira and her whole family were placed in
the ghetto. Her mother managed to escape
and traveled to the far east where she served
in the Red Army. Mira was too small at the
time to escape with her mother and stayed
with the rest of her family in the ghetto. After
some time Mira’s grandmother was able to put
her under the care of a Ukrainian family outsi-
de the ghetto. As it turned out, this saved her
life because the Germans ordered a liquida-
tion of the ghetto and all its inhabitants were
murdered in the nearby forest. After the war
Mira was placed in an orphanage. Throughout
the war her parents didn’t have any contact
with the rest of their family and weren’t even
aware that their whole family had been so bru-
tally murdered. After Mira’s mom was rele-
ased from her service in the army she retur-
ned to her home city and with great pain and
despair found out about the murder of her
whole family. She lived for a few years in her
great pain and despair until the day when so-
meone told her that her daughter was in an
orphanage in a completely different city. In this
way, as if she had become a mother again, she
got her daughter back. There was no end to
their joy of meeting together. Let’s commit
Mira to God, who although she enjoys good
health and physical ability, still needs salvation
through the Messiah Yeshua. We are grateful
to God that the volunteers of the Shamash
Foundation have very good contact with Mira.
Let’s ask the Lord that these good, mutual re-
lationships will bear fruit in the future salva-
tion of Mira.

While we were in Vinnitsa we found out
that 91-year-old Klara, whom we often have
visited, was in a very critical state of health.
We decided to visit her at once. Her daughter
Raya and husband Boris were very grateful for
our visit. Klara almost didn’t recognize us. After
a moment we witnessed signs of recognition
in her thinking. In that short time she again
committed her life to the Lord and Savior
Yeshua. The next day Klara met Him perso-
nally on His glorious throne.

We also visited 75-year-old Ala who, altho-
ugh she had a high temperature, received us
with great joy and expectation. We are thank-
ful to God that during our visit we could talk

Ala

Lidia & Grigori

not only about the cares and problems of daily
life but, above all, we could talk about the Lord
and Messiah of Israel, Yeshua. We commit Ala
into the hands of the most wonderful Shepherd
who came, after all, to the lost sheep from the
house of Israel.

Our next visit was with a married couple;
80-year-old Lidia and 86-year-old Grigori. Gri-
gori gave his life to the Messiah Yeshua some
time ago. We are grateful to the Lord that He

answered our prayers and gave strength and
health to Lidia, who was very seriously ill du-
ring our last visit and wasn’t able to move about
by her own strength. Now she feels well eno-
ugh to come to the Shabbat meetings on her
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Eleonora

own at the local Messianic fellowship. Praise
God!

We especially commit 67-year-old Eleono-
ra in prayer. She cares for one of the soup kit-
chens in Vinnitsa. During our meeting with her

she had a very high temperature and pneu-
monia. We are thankful to God for this wo-
man who is full of the fear of God and has a
deep faith in Yeshua. Pray that God would con-
tinue to use her and her testimony for the sa-
lvation of the small group of His chosen pe-
ople that she cares for.

We also met with 51-year-old Polina, who
we have helped for several months financially
in her battle with cancer. We are thankful to
God for the good progress in her treatment.
We commit her to the Lord, that she might
meet with Yeshua in her situation as her per-
sonal Savior and Healer.

As we finish this letter, once again we thank
you very sincerely for your prayer and finan-
cial support. God has been faithful in this mini-
stry and continues to show His grace and fa-
ithfulness. May He Himself reward you for your
involvement in God’s ministry of mercy to His
people!

Shalom from Oświęcim


