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Israel News Digest
Israel’s IAF Reportedly Strikes Hizbullah Terrorist Camp
“My enemies turn back; they stumble and perish before you. For you have upheld my 
right and my cause…” Psalm 9:3-4

Quoting Lebanese and Arab media, The Times of Israel recently reported that on the night of February 24, 
Israel carried out an air strike on a Hizbullah stronghold along the Lebanon-Syria border. According to reports, 
the strike killed several Hizbullah operatives. A Lebanese newspaper reported that the strikes targeted a 
weapons shipment meant for Hizbullah. While some Lebanese reports suggested the attack was carried 
out against a missile base, others stated that the target of the bombing sorties was a key stop on the route 
through which arms are smuggled between Lebanon and Syria.
 
When asked about the strikes, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu failed to confirm or deny the reports, 
merely stating that Israel does everything in its power to defend its citizens. Thus far, the Israeli army has also 
refused to comment on the reports. However, Netanyahu has said repeatedly that Israel would not allow the 
Syrian regime to transfer chemical weapons or “game-changing” weapons to Hizbullah in Lebanon.

During a joint press conference with visiting German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Netanyahu said, “Our policy 
is clear - we will not speak about reports of what we did or didn’t do - but we do all that is necessary in order 
to defend our citizens.” As for Hizbullah, they denied the airstrike on their television network al-Manar. They 
said there had been “no raid on Lebanese territory,” reporting only the “strong presence of enemy planes 
over the area north of Bekaa” in eastern Lebanon.

Israel has reportedly struck weapons convoys traveling from Syria into Lebanon on at least three occasions 
in the past year. On this particular occasion the Israeli strike hit at a place called Nabi Shayth (Nabi Sheet 
in some news articles), itself a bastion of Hizbullah, which is helping the Syrian regime battle insurgents. 
Hizbullah has a suspected weapons store and training camp at Nabi Shayth. Al-Nabi Shayth is a village in 
the Bekaa Valley of Lebanon. The name in Arabic means “Seth the prophet.” The village was called by that 
name because it allegedly is the burial site of Seth, son of Adam. 
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Germany’s Angela Merkel Advocates Strong Ties with Israel
On Monday, German Chancellor Merkel and her cabinet landed at Ben 
Gurion airport for a two-day stay in Israel, which will include a joint meeting 
between the two governments. Merkel said, “We have come here with almost 
the whole of our new government and we wanted to show you in this way 
that this is indeed a very strong friendship.” She spoke in German, which was 
relayed in English through a translator.
 
Merkel further said, “Germany has been working with Israel shoulder to 
shoulder over the past five decades to secure the future of the state of 
Israel.” However, she noted that “part and parcel of the security of Israel is 
the two-state solution…a Jewish state of Israel and alongside it a Palestinian 
state.” Thus it is clear that Merkel buys into the leftist-liberal doctrine espoused 
by Europe and also the US government. She, and other free-world leaders 
fail to realize that it will be impossible to have “two states living side by side” 
when one of them refuses to recognize the other. The PA has made it clear 

that they will never recognize Israel as a Jewish state. Merkel’s government also belongs to a group of  
nations currently negotiating with Iran, Israel’s arch foe and a particular nemesis for Netanyahu (The 
Times of Israel, Feb. 24).
 
Netanyahu said to Merkel, “I would like to discuss ways to prevent Iran from getting nuclear weapons 
capability. I believe this is the greatest challenge to the security of the world.” He also said he wanted to 
discuss ways to advance peace efforts with the Palestinians (this in spite of their intransigence). Her  
answer was not reported, but those discussions are probably going on as I write this Digest.
 
However, Germany has shown its support for Israel’s security by supplying her navy with advanced  
nuclear-capable Dolphin submarines. Israel now operates at least five of these submarines. The German 
news agency, Der Spiegel, reported that Israel has already equipped the submarines with nuclear-tipped 
missiles, calling it “Operation Samson.” My opinion, however, is that such reports are mere speculation, 
as Israel has never admitted to having nuclear weapons of any kind. If Israel has done that, and is calling 
it by the name “Operation Samson,” it would be an appropriate name as such a fleet would definitely have 
the capability of “bringing down the house.” 

Anglican Clergyman Says “Christian Zionists Are Driven by Greed” 
Recently, according to Israel Today magazine, one of the organizers of the upcoming Christ at the  
Checkpoint conference in Bethlehem (March 10-14) made the astonishing claim that Christian Zionism—
the support of the Jews in their prophetically-mandated national restoration—is driven by little more than 
greed. Stephen Sizer, the man who made the claim, is an Anglican priest, a man who purports to believe 
in the Word of God.

In an interview with Iraq’s Aletejah TV, Sizer labeled as “nonsense” any theology that would take at face 
value what God called his irrevocable promises to national Israel. Christians who do this, said Sizer, are 
just in it for themselves. “A lot of Christian Zionism is based on greed,” Sizer informed his Muslim audience. 
“We want God to bless us. If we bless the Jews, God will bless us. And that’s a very popular theology in 
America. It’s called ‘prosperity gospel,’ the idea that God is blessing us materially because we support the 
Jewish people.” The whole idea, Sizer continued, is “nonsense theologically, but if you want to be wealthy 
it’s very tempting.”

Stephen Sizer is one of the chief proponents and organizers of the Christ at the Checkpoint conference 
hosted by Bethlehem Bible College. In the past, Christ at the Checkpoint has billed itself as a response to 
Christian Zionism, and Sizer’s remarks make clear what kind of response that is.

My response to Sizer, with all due respect, is that, unfortunately he doesn’t know what he’s talking about. 
Zionism—Christian or Jewish—has nothing to do with the so-called “prosperity gospel.” As a matter of fact, 
supporting Zionism could bring a person to the very opposite situation materially. I know some Christian 
workers who, when it became known that they supported Zionism, lost both friends and some of their  
financial support. Jews who believe in Zionism and move out to the heartland of Israel (Judea and Samaria) 
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also often live with very little of this world’s goods (I know some of them personally). Where does Sizer 
get the idea that supporting Zionism leads to wealth? Can he even show one example of that? God does 
indeed bless those who bless His people, but those blessings take different forms. They don’t automatic 
ally bring material wealth, and to my knowledge it is never the reason for Christian support of Israel.

As for the Christ at the Checkpoint conference, while I have Christian Arab friends and don’t like to see 
any of them mistreated in any way, I am very suspicious of the theology being presented by speakers at 
the conference. The Christ at the Checkpoint website states:

“The mission of Christ at the Checkpoint is to challenge evangelicals to take responsibility to help resolve 
the conflicts in Israel-Palestine by engaging with the teaching of Jesus on the Kingdom of God.”

My understanding of biblical teaching on the Kingdom of God is that it is “for the Jew first, and then for 
the Gentile” (Romans 1:16). Jesus is not coming back to Palestine; He’s coming back to Israel, His own 
people. We, the Church, have not supplanted Israel; we have joined Israel (Romans 11:17-18). It might 
be helpful if speakers at the conference would emphasize that important doctrine. It would be a good first 
step toward Arab rapprochement with Israel. I also wonder why the organizers of the conference haven’t 
invited pro-Israel Christian Arab leaders from the north of Israel to speak—to balance out those who have 
anti-Israel agendas. Read more here about the Greek Orthodox priest, Gabriel Nadaf, and his courageous 
stand: http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/170619#.Uwz3nfldWWk 

Camel Non-Sequitur 
Recently Israeli archaeologists found some camel bones at a place in the Aravah Valley. They subjected 
them to carbon-14 dating and concluded they dated from around the 10th century BC. They say they 

are the oldest camel bones yet discovered in Israel. News 
agencies pounced on this report with glee, and the news 
that “the Bible contains inaccuracies” circled the globe and 
was carried by major news media. The idea being circulated 
is that there were no domesticated camels in the time of 
Abraham, who lived somewhere around 2000 BC. Ergo, the 
Bible is “wrong about Abraham using camels”—so they say.
 
It is astonishing how even scholars misuse the good minds 
that most of them have. There are at least two errors here. 
First of all, no camels in Canaan before the 10th century 
BC would prove nothing, because Abraham came from 
Mesopotamia, and cylinder seals have shown that camel 
riding took place in Mesopotamia near the time of Abraham 
(c. 1800-2000). Secondly, the only thing the archaeologists 

can truthfully say is that “we have not yet found evidence of camels in Canaan before the 10th century.”   
“Have not found yet” doesn’t mean “does not exist.” As another scholar said, “Absence of evidence does 
not mean evidence of absence.” Archaeologists know this dictum very well, but it seems where the Bible 
is concerned they often ignore it, and are guilty of a logical fallacy (non sequitur) when they announce that 
“no evidence of camels before the 10th century BC shows that the Bible is wrong about the patriarchs  
using camels.”  

Personally—if I may say so—it is astonishing that Israeli archaeologists so readily call into question  
the accuracy of the Bible (they have done this before). They don’t seem to realize that the Bible is their  
mandate for being in that part of the world. Bible promises and Bible prophecies are the reason they are 
there. Why would they want to cut the ground out from under themselves? Our prayer is that in the future 
the Lord may lead them to more logical, and more truthful, conclusions. 

“A truthful witness gives honest testimony…truthful lips endure forever… Your word is truth”  
(Proverbs 12:17; John 17:17). 

In Messiah,
Lonnie C. Mings
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