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“Keep me as the apple of [your] eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings from the wicked 
who despoil me, my deadly enemies who surround me” (Psalm 17:8-9). 
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Nuclear Proliferation in the Middle East

Saudi princes and officials have let it be known that if 
Iran acquires a nuclear weapon or reaches the threshold 
of this capacity, Saudi Arabia “will not lag behind.” As of 
this writing, Iran is said to have the material for at least 
four atomic bombs. So, according to Debkafile, all Riyadh 
needs to do now, is to invoke the agreement signed with 
Islamabad in 2004, under which Saudi funding was pro-
vided for Pakistan’s nuclear bomb program in return for 
some of the bombs or warheads produced. This will await 
Saudi Arabia’s call for their delivery, complete with the 
appropriate missiles.

Pakistan, not unexpectedly, denies the existence of this 
transaction. However, military and intelligence experts in 
the West are certain that although this transfer has not 
yet taken place, it will soon, in the light of the edge Iran 
has gained in its current negotiations with the West.

In a recent phone conversation with King Abdullah, Presi-
dent Obama concentrated on trying to keep a nuclear 
bomb out of the hands of the Saudis, rather than focusing 
on Iran, whose admission to the nuclear club he seems 
to have accepted. History teaches us something about 
“appeasement,” but that is one lesson Obama seems not 
to have learned, or even heard of. 

Since 2008, Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
has vowed time and again to prevent Iran reaching a 
nuclear threshold, making it clear that the Israeli armed 
forces would be sent into action—if need be. So Debkaf-
ile thinks that his credibility is “on a par with Obama’s.” 

This, however, is not a fair assessment. Netanyahu’s op-
tions are severely curtailed by the attitude of Western 
leaders, especially that of the US. In a sense, for Netan-
yahu to now order a strike on Iran would amount to fly-
ing in the face of the entire Western world, with only the 
Saudis, and maybe the Egyptian army, on his side. What 
some want Netanyahu to accomplish is no small task.  

The days of bombing a single reactor, like the Osirak, and 
then flying home in triumph are over. In those days, little 
David took on a single giant, and defeated him. Now it’s 
more like the entire army is made up of well-armed gi-
ants, who want not only to defeat Israel, but to wipe her 
off the map. 

At the Western Wall, November 11, on the eve of Hanuk-
kah, Netanyahu paraphrased a popular festival song to 
declare: “We came to drive out the darkness and the larg-
est darkness that threatens the world today is a nuclear 
Iran!” Debkafile writers ask, “What did he mean by those 
words, if not an intention to exercise Israel’s military option 
to ‘drive out the darkness?’”

Maj. Gen. (res) Yakov Amidror—former National Secu-
rity Adviser to the prime minister—wrote last week in The 
New York Times that Iran already has enough enriched 
uranium to make four bombs. “The Geneva deal, in short, 
did not address the nuclear threat at all,” he wrote. Iran 
reached that point more than a year ago. So now critics 
want to know how to take the repeated pledges by the 
prime minister to “act itself, by itself” to prevent this hap-
pening. 

Some say Netanyahu’s “military option” has progressively 
waned in credibility both at home and abroad. In Obama’s 
recent phone call to Netanyahu, sources report that the 
president described at length the US intelligence mea-
sures to be applied for verifying Iran’s compliance with 
the Geneva deal. He said that its findings would be re-
ferred to Israeli intelligence for a second assessment.

Geneva deal? It’s not like everything will be fine if Iran com-
plies with the deal. If Iran complies with the deal, it will be 
flying high on its way to nuclear supremacy in the Middle 
East. With its doctrine of chaos-will-bring-the-Mahdi, Iran 
cannot be trusted to help bring about a friendly, prosper-
ous Middle East. 
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As far as any peace with Israel is concerned, Iranian 
Foreign Minister Javad Zarif said (regarding US-Israeli 
collaboration for verifying Iranian compliance), “Never 
such a thing will happen, and definitely we will not be 
in the room in which representatives from the Zionist 
regime will have a presence!” Iranian President Rouhani 
further declared that “Iran will never dismantle its atomic 
facilities.” 

So much, then, for prospects of a peaceful Middle East. 
In the long run, Israel can rely on only one Friend—that is 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

“Yeshua” Furor in the South
Recently an Israeli army general noticed some “Yeshua” 
placards along the highway leading to his base in Beer-
sheva. Later, at the base he called his battalion to a spe-
cial meeting and explained to the soldiers who “Messi-
anic Jews” are and what they believe about Yeshua. 
This was reported in Israel Today magazine. 

Although it could be said that this general was fairly 
sympathetic to the Jews for Jesus campaign, not every-
one felt the same way. “May his name be cut off forever,” 
declared Ofer Karadi, a member of the ultra-orthodox 
Shas party when a Messianic Jew dared to mention the 
name of Yeshua (Jesus) on the Radio Darom morning 
program.In this program the radio station was interview-
ing the local Shas representative together with the Dep-
uty Mayor of Beersheva and a local Messianic Jew. 

“Are you so degenerate as to allow this impious infidel 
to even speak on the radio,” shouted Karadi in reference 
to his Messianic co-guest. “It is unacceptable to allow 
these degenerates to speak about these things in our 
city.” He further declared, “These are all lies. Let them [the 
Messianics] go to the Bedouin and tell them about Yeshu 
[sic]. You should never give these infidels a microphone.
You should hit them over the head with the microphone!” 

Pleading to give others an opportunity to respond, the 
host asked Karadi to “please show some respect to oth-
ers.” “I respect everyone,” responded Karadi. “How de-
generate can you people get. These people are criminals 
of humanity. They have nothing. No intelligence. Where 
do they get this stupidity. They should be sent out of the 
country.” The radio host was finally able to ask a ques-
tion of his Messianic guest: “What do you say about this 
campaign to tell people about Yeshua?” The Jewish be-
liever responded: “Some within the Messianic communi-
ty are opposed to this kind of public campaign. Although 
every believer is commanded to tell others about our 
faith. Everyone should at least have the opportunity to 
check for himself what the Hebrew Bible teaches about 
the Messiah.”  

“How can you give a platform for these empty-headed 
people,” cut in Karadi. “They are extremists. They are 
causing a civil war here in Israel!” [Israel Today maga-
zine writer comments, “What this really means is that if 
Messianic Jews keep preaching the gospel in Israel, the 
orthodox will rise up with violent resistance”]. “Is Judaism 
so weak that you need to make these kinds of threats to 
Jews who believe in Yeshua?” replied the host. When 
Karadi continued shouting his anti-Messianic slogans, 

the announcer finally had enough and said “good-by” be-
fore turning off his microphone. Later, after the program, 
the host asked the Messianic Jew: “What do you say to 
all this?” 

“Yeshua is like Joseph in the Torah portion we read this 
week. He is still hidden to his own people. But the day 
is coming when he will be revealed. Everyone should be 
allowed to read for himself what the Scriptures teach 
about the Messiah and come to his or her own conclu-
sion. We are Jews who believe that Yeshua is the prom-
ised Messiah for Israel. We are here to give everyone at 
least an opportunity to decide for themselves if Yeshua 
is our Messiah.”

The host then asked the Deputy Mayor: “What do you 
say about all this, Mr. Deputy Mayor?” “I represent all of 
the citizens of Beersheva,” he said. “I want to be friends 
with everyone on all sides.” Israel Today magazine con-
cludes: “[This is] not an easy task given the religious fer-
vor stirred up when Jews believe in Jesus.” 

Sheikh Justifies Anti-Semitism on 
the Basis of the Koran
In an interview on Egyptian TV, aired on October 25, Ah-
mad Al-Tayeb, Sheikh of Al-Azhar University, sounded 
off against Zionism and Judaism. His bottom-line com-
plaint seemed to be summed up in the following: “See 
how we suffer today from Global Zionism and Judaism.” 

Of course anyone who talks that way conveniently for-
gets the suffering Islamists have inflicted on others, most-
ly non-Muslims. They also overlook the amount of good 
that Jews and “Zionists” have done around the world, 
and even now are continuing to do. 

“This is an historical perspective, which has not changed 
to this day,” the Sheikh continues. “See how we suffer 
today from global Zionism and Judaism, whereas our 
peaceful coexistence with the Christians has withstood 
the test of history. Since the inception of Islam 1,400 
years ago, we have been suffering from Jewish and Zi-
onist interference in Muslim affairs. This is a cause of 
great distress for the Muslims.”

This is a common theme in Muslim political-speak. Quite 
often, in Muslim thinking, objective truth is not the goal; 
rather followers of Islam seek to create their own reality 
by pronouncing something to be so, whether it really is 
or not. 

The Sheikh continued: “The Koran said it and history has 
proven it: ‘You shall find the strongest among men in en-
mity to the believers to be the Jews and the polytheists.’ 
This is the first part. The second part is: ‘You shall find the 
closest in love to the believers to be those who say: “We 
are Christians.”’ The third part explains why the Chris-
tians are ‘the closest in love to the believers,’” while the 
Jews and the polytheists are the exact opposite.” 

This is interesting inasmuch as, in Egypt, Christians are 
persecuted as rigorously as Jews have been in other 
places. The bottom line is that Muslims tolerate no diver-
sity in religious faith. Either you are Muslim, or you are 
under a death sentence. (The alternative of paying the 
head tax is no longer an option—so I am told.)
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Israeli Doctors to the Rescue—in the Philippines
In complete contradistinction to the negative view of the Sheikh in the above article, it is an indisputable fact that Is-
raelis value life, no matter where it exists in the world, and often they are the first responders whenever a disaster has 
occurred. The recent catastrophic typhoon that hit the Philippines is an up-to-date example. 

When Typhoon Haiyan hit the mid-section of the Philippines on November 8, the 148-member Israeli medical 
team began gearing up to go. Arriving in hard-hit Taclovan a week later, the Israeli team found unprecedented destruc-
tion, with indescribable suffering. Setting up a field hospital in Bogo City, they went to work immediately. 

A Times of Israel article says: “The Israeli field hospital in Bogo City, on the island of Cebu, became the central medical 
facility in that part of the typhoon-torn region, serving a population of 250,000 and treating upwards of 300 patients per 
day, the manager of the IDF’s field hospital said last week.”

Over a period of two weeks, they treated 2,686 patients, performed 60 life-saving surgeries, and delivered 36 babies. 
They also worked on repairing schools damaged by the typhoon, and worked toward establishing infrastructure to en-
sure water and food supply to the local population. When they left to return to Israel, they left some equipment behind 
for the use of others who might come after them, according to jewishpress.com (November 27). They also transported 
two Philippino children to Israel for additional medical care. 

This is what Israelis really do. But as usual, this brave, selfless work received scant notice in the secular media. 

“Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Execute true justice, show mercy and compassion everyone to his brother’” 
(Zechariah 7:9). 

In Messiah,
Lonnie C. Mings

Bogo City citizens speaks with an Israeli medical team member


