
The sad news was released today, June 30, that the bodies of the three Israeli kidnapped teenagers (Eyal 
Yifrach, Gilad Shaer, and Naftali Frankel) were found in a field near the Palestinian town of Halhul north of 
Hebron. They appeared to have been thrown into a field by their abductors after a hasty effort to conceal 
them. As of this writing, the whole nation of Israel has gone into mourning. These were not just three boys 
from three families—these boys belonged to every family in Israel, and their death is everyone’s loss. The 
bell tolls for the whole country. 

The Israeli cabinet is in emergency session as I write, and my guess is that someone on the Palestinian  
side will pay dearly for this deed.

The suspected abductors are two Hamas activists, who went missing from their homes about the same  
time the boys disappeared. The Shin Bet security service has named them as Marwan Qwasmeh and Amar 
Abu Aisha, from Hebron. Both of them have done time in Israeli and Palestinian jails for terrorist activities. 
Want to let terrorists out of jail? Here is a good reason not to. 

The three teenagers disappeared on  
June 12, while hitchhiking to their homes 
near Gush Etzion. After the boys had been  
missing for two days, authorities concluded 
they had been kidnapped. At one point  
one of the boys made a phone call to an  
emergency service in Kiryat Arba. He was 
heard whispering “I was kidnapped.”  
After that gun shots were heard and the 
cell phone was abruptly switched off. The 
police officer who received the call appar-
ently passed it off as a prank. He and other 
officers in the region were later fired by the 
police commissioner (Debkafile, June 30). 

In any case, the episode has come to an 
end, and the end is the worst one concerned 
parents and relatives could have imagined. 
One hopes that the savagery that causes 
these kinds of incidents, and the hatred that 
causes them, will one day come to an end.  
Unfortunately a spade must be called a 
spade, and there is a certain religion that 
promotes this kind of barbarity. IND readers 
will know what I am talking about. 

Reports indicate that, contrary to what many thought, the boys were shot very soon after their kidnapping. 
IDF soldiers are now pursuing the kidnappers, while the Israeli cabinet seems to be weighing their options, 
and considering another major invasion of Gaza. As for the peace talks, they are dead. The peace process 
has ended. 
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The area where the bodies of the three teens were found



In a statement, Prime Minister Netanyahu said, “Hamas is responsible, and Hamas will pay.” He added that 
the teenagers “were kidnapped and murdered in cold blood by wild beasts.”

MK Danny Danon called on the international community “to end all aid to the Palestinian Authority and its 
Hamas-backed government.” Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas “cannot continue to claim to want 
peace with Israel, while at the same time partnering with Hamas as they kidnap and brutally murder  
teenagers.”

Tensions have been high between Israel and Hamas since the June 12 kidnappings, which came 10 days 
after Abbas and his Fatah Party that rules the West Bank formed a unity government with Hamas, which 
controls Gaza. Israel, which considers Hamas a terrorist group, strongly opposes the union.

Ambulance Carrying Boys’ Bodies Attacked 
 
In a blog posted on FrontPage magazine, Daniel Greenfield says, “Our enemy is nothing if not consistent. 
[They are guilty of] utter and total hatred in life and death. The trouble is that we are the inconsistent ones.” 

Palestinian Arabs attacked an Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) ambulance humvee on Monday that was trans-
porting the bodies of three Israeli boys, an Israeli source reported.  

In a blog called “Muqata,” a picture of the ambulance was posted. In the picture, the ambulance’s windshield 
is shattered and splattered with paint.

ISIS Declares Caliphate 
Emboldened by a weakened Iraqi government that is having a hard time stopping them, the radicals of 
the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria declared over the weekend that they have set up a caliphate stretching 
across large areas of the two countries (CNN June 20). In a statement from the official spokesman of ISIS, 
the group called on Muslims to swear allegiance to the new caliphate. They say their flag now flies from 
Aleppo in Syria to Diyala province in eastern Iraq. They are reportedly changing the name of the area to 
simply “the Islamic State.”

ISIS now overshadows al Qaeda. Savage and brutal, they leave death and destruction wherever they go. 
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In actuality they are giving the Muslim religion a worse name than it already had. I was just reading a book 
in which a (former) Muslim girl was calling Islam a religion of war and death. She should know; she lived 
through a civil war in her own country where Sunnis and Shiites were slaughtering each other. As if the  
reputation of Islam were not already bad enough, the ISIS extremists have now made it worse.  

“In a bold declaration of its ambition, the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria has laid claim to leadership of  
the global Islamist movement, calling on Muslims worldwide to swear allegiance to its leader, Abu Bakr  
al-Baghdadi.

“By claiming such preeminence, ISIS is seeking to eclipse al Qaeda and its leader, Ayman al-Zawahiri,  
in what analysts see as the most dramatic shift in militant jihadism since 9/11. But ISIS also makes the  
outlandish claims—if its words are taken literally—that it leads 1.5 billion Muslims and that the world,  
not just the deserts of Syria and Iraq, are its new stage”(CNN).

As noted in last week’s IND, some ISIS units are already in eastern Jordan, and they have their sights set 
on Israel. Israel, however, has already indicated that she may be ready to defend Jordan both because of 
the strategic importance of that country and also because Israel and Jordan have a mutual defense pact. 

But Israel may be their ultimate goal. They have allegedly declared that they will break every border until 
they reach Jerusalem.

Gaza Rockets Hit Southern Israel
As if the abduction of the boys was not a bad enough crime to last for a century, Gaza has been compound-
ing its misdeeds by lobbing rockets into Israel over the last few days. Following violent days in the south 
in which an Israeli factory was hit burning it to the ground, more than a dozen rockets slammed into Israel 
Monday morning, June 30. “The attacks marked more than two weeks of increasing rocket fire from Gaza 
since the beginning of Operation Brother’s Keeper in the West Bank, to find and bring back the three  
missing teens…” (Ynet News, June 30). 

Map of expansion of Caliphate (an Islamic state led by a supreme religious and political leader known as  
a caliph – i.e. “successor” – to Muhammad)  (CC BY-SA 2.0 via Wikipedia)
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The IAF has struck back, hitting terror cells in Gaza and wounding a number of terrorists. The Eshkol  
Regional Council has taken many of the explosions, although a number of the rockets landed in open fields. 
Israel has used Iron Dome to stop some of the rocket attacks—the ones that would otherwise have hit  
populated areas.

Please continue to pray for Israel—for those who are mourning, for the leaders for wisdom to know how to 
proceed, and for true peace to reign—not only in the land, but also in men’s hearts.

“My eyes have grown dim with sorrow; my whole frame is but a shadow. Upright men are appalled 
at this; the innocent are aroused against the ungodly. Nevertheless, the righteous will hold to their 
ways, and those with clean hands will grow stronger” (Job 17:7-9)

In Messiah,

Lonnie C. Mings 


