
Over 250 doctors and rescue 
personnel were part of an IDF 
delegation that landed Tuesday in 
the Nepalese capital, Katmandu, in 
the wake of Saturday’s magnitude 
7.8 earthquake that devastated 
large swaths of the mountainous 
country. It killed more than 5,000 
and left some 8,000 wounded with 
tens of thousands seeking shelter 
and food. 

The Israeli medical group set up 
a field hospital with 60 beds that 
began operations on Wednesday 
in coordination with the local army 
hospital. Nepal’s Prime Minister 
Sushil Koirala and the Nepalese 
Army chief of staff visited the field 
hospital to attend its opening 
ceremony.

The Foreign Ministry says only one Israeli, Or Asraf, remains unaccounted for of the 2000 who were in the 
country when the quake hit Saturday. A report Wednesday afternoon on Channel 2 suggested that Asraf was 
seen alive and well an hour after the quake, but the information was secondhand and not confirmed. Israeli 
rescue teams hope to finish locating and extracting the last of the stranded backpackers by the end of the 
day Wednesday.

Asraf was moderately wounded in the Gaza fighting last summer. After recovering from his injuries and 
completing his army service, he went backpacking in Nepal, a popular destination for post-army Israelis, 
and was scheduled to return to Israel in July.

Israel’s aid convoy to the quake-stricken nation is the largest ever sent by the IDF overseas. Israel has 
deployed field hospitals to Haiti, the Philippines and Japan in recent years following natural disasters. 

According to figures reported by CNN, Israel’s total official aid delegation, not counting several private aid 
groups, numbers 260 people, more than all the other aid efforts…combined. The next-largest delegation, 
from the United Kingdom, numbers 68 people, followed by China’s 62, the US’s 54, and South Korea’s 40. 
Taiwan sent 20 personnel, Italy 15, and France 11. 

Israel’s Aid Team to 
Nepal Largest

Christian Friends of Israel   cfi@cfijerusalem.org www.cfijerusalem.org

sraelI
News Digest 

May 2015 /Jewish Year 5775
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Four planes were sent to airlift Israelis out, 
along with helicopters and jeeps rented for 
the effort, while a combination of IDF, insur-
ance company-sponsored rescue teams 
and various volunteer groups helped reach 
nearly all the Israelis stranded in remote 
parts of the mountainous country. 

In contrast, of 1400 French citizens in the 
country when the quake struck, 676 remain 
unaccounted for. Some 550 Australians 
were in Nepal on Saturday; over 300 have 
not yet been located by authorities. Of 4000 
Chinese citizens, 683 are still unaccounted 
for. (The Times of Israel, April 29, 2015) 

Please keep the rescue teams from all over 
the world in your prayers, as they continue 
to search through rubble to find survivors.

Jordan Relies on Israel
 
Although Jordan officially supports a two-state solution, Jordan’s 
leaders are also concerned about the parameters of a future 
Palestinian state, since they are concerned to maintain their 
Hashemite Kingdom under King Abdullah (JerusalemChannel.tv). 

Recently a Jordanian columnist reported the controversial reality that 
Jordan, in fact, relies on Israel for its very existence, and that no Arab 
country can be trusted. 

In the Jordanian daily Al-Dustour, columnist Maher Abu Tair accused 
Arab countries of abandoning Jordan. [On the one hand], according 
to Abu Tair, Jordan has been pushed into Israel’s lap to the point that 
it has become completely reliant on the Jewish state, economically 
and politically. [On the other hand, Abu Tair seems to be saying that 
the Jordanians have done this, themselves.]

The Middle East Media Research Institute has provided a translation of his column. Here is a portion of it:

“It is very saddening that Jordan has grown so weak that it has thrown itself into the lap of Israel, contrary to 
public sentiment and [at the expense of] its honor.  This is the unfortunate reality, and those who follow events 
can see Jordan’s headlong rush towards Israel and the overlap of their political and economic interests. It is as if 
Jordan is saying one of two things: that all Arab doors are closed to it, or that Israel is its safest ally and the only 
refuge in the region…

[Whatever the case] “The naked truth is that Jordan no longer has any Arab allies, and today its only ally against 
the Arab east is Israel. If the Arabs had wanted a strong Jordan that did not throw itself at Israel, they would not 
have abandoned it economically and besieged it politically to the point that its foreign policy became fickle. 

“Our relations with our Arab and Islamic neighbors have become based on variables, while those with Israel are 
based on constants. The relations with Israel are longstanding, and currently take a new, friendlier form in terms 
of economics, agriculture, and coordination on all levels. It is as if Jordan is saying that it knows who holds the 
secret key to the regional gates and is turning directly to those who hold the keys to ensuring its existence, 
namely Israel…

“Today more than ever in Jordanian history, the relations with Israel are overt, on all levels. There are many 
reasons for this, but we must find a different formula to protect our existence. Even if all the equations around 
us are unstable and dangerous, and even if Amman instinctively feels that Israel is its only option, we must find 
another solution that ensures our ongoing existence but does not entail agreeing to pay Israel the price.” 
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Recently Bible teacher Lance Lambert noted that God is allowing (through ISIS and other upheavals) many 
borders to be redrawn. Those who follow the Bible’s timeline are convinced that during the soon-coming 
millennial rule of Messiah, the Land of Israel will be aligned with Egypt and Assyria (actually Syria).

“In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria. The Assyrians will go to Egypt and the Egyptians to 
Assyria. The Egyptians and Assyrians will worship together. In that day Israel will be the third, along with Egypt 
and Assyria, a blessing on the earth. The Lord Almighty will bless them, saying ‘Blessed be Egypt my people, 
Assyria my handiwork, and Israel my inheritance’” (Isaiah 19:23-25).

US Senate Wants to Control Administration Agreement with Iran
 
The US Senate is working on a bill that would grant Congress oversight powers over a comprehensive 
nuclear accord with Iran.

The bill, which currently has the support of over two-thirds of lawmakers, would require the president to 
submit a deal promptly to Congress in its entirety. The legislature would then have mere weeks to review 
the deal, and then may choose to vote to approve or disapprove of its participation in the lifting of sanctions.

More broadly, the bill provides Congress with an oversight structure as the deal is implemented, Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee chairman Bob Corker (R-Tennessee), the bill’s author, argues.

He has proposed an amendment in recent days that would require the administration to submit both the 
English and Iranian-drafted Farsi versions of the agreement, which ostensibly will cap, restrict, monitor 
and partially roll back Tehran’s nuclear program for a finite period.

The White House countered, saying that US President Barack Obama would veto any legislation with 
amendments that would undercut a deal reached between his administration and US lawmakers over 
Congress’ role amid the Iranian nuclear talks. 

Obama also would not back any bill that would interfere with the negotiations between Iran, the US and 
other world powers over its nuclear program, White House spokesman Josh Earnest told reporters. 

After a political framework was announced in Lausanne on April 2, the White House and Iran’s foreign 
ministry released incongruent fact sheets on its contents. Corker seeks to avoid similar confusion with a final 
agreement, he says.

But on Tuesday, the Senate rejected an effort to require the agreement with Iran to be considered a treaty, 
which would have forced any deal to be approved by two-thirds of the Senate’s 100 members before it could 
take effect.

Currently, the provision which allows for a vote of disapproval also allows the chamber to forego a vote. But 
the US Constitution requires the consent of Congress for the ratification of treaties.

The Obama administration opposes calling the emerging deal a treaty, and instead calls it a multilateral 
agreement or, more formally, a comprehensive joint plan of action.

The Senate voted 57-39 to reject the treaty measure, which would have required the support of 60 senators 
to pass.

Nevertheless, its support from 39 Republicans showed that there could be intense debate in the coming 
days as the Senate agrees on a final version of the legislation. It is our sincere hope that Congress will 
continue to support Israel in these critical days.
 
“Many nations will be joined with the LORD in that day and will become my people. I will live among 
you and you will know that the LORD Almighty has sent me to you. The LORD will inherit Judah as 
his portion in the holy land and will again choose Jerusalem. Be still before the LORD, all mankind, 
because he has roused himself from his holy dwelling” (Zechariah 2:11-13).

In Messiah,

Lonnie C. Mings 


