
“Peace-talks” ranting, raving, negotiating, maneuvering, hoping, despairing, giving up. That’s a brief,  
oversimplified history of the peace talks between Israel and the Palestinians. It’s clear that many in the  
region don’t really want peace with Israel. Oh, they want the benefits that a peaceful situation would bring, 
but they don’t really want the compromise and sacrifice that true detente with Israel would bring. 

The Palestinians have recently hardened their stance by  
attempting reconciliation with Hamas. Abbas insisted that Hamas 
would “recognize Israel” once they joined his government. Hamas, 
however, lost little time assuring people that Abbas was “dead wrong” 
on that score. In fact, Hamas spokesman Taher Nunu is threatening to 
sue The Washington Post for quoting him as being conciliatory toward  
Israel. Their hatred for Israel is such that they will sue anyone for 
even suggesting that they have a civil attitude toward Israel. It’s  
almost as if they’re saying, “No, we have an eternal, barbarous  
hatred, and we will take you to court if you think otherwise.”

It is apparent that if the PA goes ahead and reconciles with Hamas, there will be no peace with Israel. Prime 
Minister Netanyahu made this clear recently when he said, “He has to choose. Does he want peace with 
Hamas or peace with Israel? You can have one but not the other.” He further said, “Do they want to dismantle 
themselves or to unite with Hamas? When they want peace, they should let us know.” 

The overture toward reconciliation with the PA had come from Hamas. Hamas leader Haniyeh said, “It is 
necessary to form one government, one political system and one national program for the Palestinian  
Arabs.” He went on to say, “The continued split [between Hamas and the PA] is no longer bearable. He  
also said a government will be presented at the end of June. 

The problem is, Gaza Strip terrorists continue to launch rockets at Israeli citizens in the south. They have 
also criticized Abbas for participating in peace talks with Israel. What good then, can be hoped for in recon-
ciliation with the PA? Either the PA must rein in the Gaza terrorists, or Hamas must turn the PA into more of 
a terror organization than it already is. There cannot be both. My guess is, the reconciliation will collapse just 
as it did before, and Gaza will continue to be the barbaric deadly peace-hating enclave that it is.

Actually maybe the PA has already taken a left turn. While claiming he was interested in a peace deal,  
Abbas has consistently refused to recognize the Jewish state, insisted on freeing notorious murderers from 
Israeli prisons, encouraged PA incitement to violence, and glorified terrorists.
 

An Apartheid State? 
 
Israel has long been accused of apartheid by people who do not like her attitude toward her Arab neighbors. 
One gets extremely tired of this accusation being leveled at Israel. Now Secretary of State Kerry has trotted 
out the expression and is testing its use by suggesting that Israel “could become” (he doesn’t dare say “is”) 
an apartheid state.  

“They have healed the hurt of my people [only] slightly, saying ‘Peace, peace,’ when there is no 
peace”  (Jeremiah 6:14).  
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What is “apartheid”? It is a situation in which two groups of people are living close together, but the  
stronger one practices political, economic, and other discrimination toward the minority group. As everyone 
knows, a type of apartheid was long practiced in South Africa. Israel, however, has never practiced this  
policy toward the Arabs in her midst. Here are several reasons why Israel is not practicing apartheid:  
1. There are many Arabs living in close proximity to Israeli population centers. They have the same rights  
as Israelis do, and some of them even serve in the Israel Defense Forces. 2. Israeli Arabs serve on the  
Supreme Court, and are Ministers in the Knesset. 3. Many Arabs have said they prefer an Israeli government 
over something like Hamas, or even the PA.  4. Palestinians have the same access to hospitals, dentists, 
and many other Israeli institutions and resources. 5. The only Arabs who are in any way “discriminated” 
against are those who insist on taking a hard, murderous attitude toward Israel, overtly working to get rid of 
the Jewish state. Would any country be different? Most law-abiding “normal” governments would arrest and 
try any person murdering its citizens, no matter their ethnicity..
 
Senior American officials in the past have seldom if ever, used the term “apartheid” in reference to Israel. 
President Obama has even gone on record as saying that the term should not be applied to the Jewish 
state. His Secretary of State must not have gotten that memo. Kerry’s use of this “loaded” term is already 
rankling Jewish leaders in America, not to mention in Israel. A State Department spokeswoman said Kerry is 
merely trying to say that a two-state solution is the only way for Israel to remain a Jewish state in peace with 
the Palestinians. When will they ever see that a two-state solution is NO solution? 

On the bright side, one might say Kerry has confirmed that Israel is not yet an apartheid state!

Palestinian Girl Confronts Anti-Israel Lies
According to Israel Today magazine, a young Palestinian Christian 
woman from Bethlehem has released a video in which she confronts 
lies to the effect that Israel is responsible for the suffering of the  
Palestinians and for the flight of fellow Christians from Bethlehem.  
The young lady, whose name is Christy Anastas, is fluent in English 
and very brave.”  

This year, in a speech to students at Uppsala University, she voiced 
her position that the inconveniences and suffering inflicted on her  
family and other Palestinians cannot ultimately be blamed on Israel. 
The Christian population of Bethlehem actually grew during the years  
it was under “Israeli occupation,” [military government] she told her 
audience, “putting to rest the falsehood that Israel is engaged in some 
kind of ethnic cleansing, especially against Christians” (Reported in 
Israel Today). 
 
The real culprits, Christy said, were her own people. She described 
how when the Second Intifada broke out in 2000, she had a front row 
seat, because her family’s home is located near Rachel’s Tomb. She 
said the Palestinians began attacking Rachel’s Tomb day and night, 
purposely endangering the lives of Palestinian civilians in the area. 

But more to blame than those brainwashed “freedom fighters” was the PA itself, which Anastas reminded her 
listeners, had committed itself to maintaining public order and instilling the principles of peace. Instead, the 
Palestinian regime actively encouraged young Arabs to take to the streets in violence. 

In the midst of this, Anastas said that local Christians in Bethlehem quickly began to realize that the Muslim 
militias were deliberately launching their attacks against Israel from the vicinity of Christian houses, so that 
the Israeli response would damage or destroy those homes. This paid dividends to the Muslims, as Christians 
began fleeing for fear of Israeli reprisals. 

To further strengthen the notion that the Palestinians were their own worst enemy, the young lady recounted 
that during this time, her uncle decided to stop paying the jizya, the tax non-Muslims must pay for the right  
to live in a Muslim-dominated society. [Does this still exist? Yes, according to Israel Today, it still exists in  
“Palestine.”] In response to this, Palestinian militiamen imprisoned, tortured, and eventually executed her 
uncle. I might add, if the IDF had still been in direct control of Bethlehem that would not have happened. I 
know. I lived in Israel for 22 years.
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(by Soman, CC-BY-SA-2.0, via Wikipedia)



The young lady also said, “I believe God has given this  
land to the Jews as an everlasting covenant…. How many 
Muslim countries do we have in the world? Why can’t the 
Jews have one country?”

She noted that Palestinian children are encouraged to  
violently confront Israel Defense Forces soldiers in order to 
die as martyrs, and incentives included payoffs by former 
Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein and the Palestinian Authority, 
given to the families of Palestinians that were killed.

Her words also contradict an April 24, 2012 “60 Minutes” TV 
segment that blames Palestinian suffering on Israel. Maybe 
it’s time for “60 Minutes” to face the truth and revisit the  
issue—honestly and accurately this time.

Christy has also spoken directly to PA negotiator Saeb Erekat, asking him if there will truly be freedom and 
justice (including her family, now that she has spoken out) once peace is achieved. Erekat responded with 
a general answer, to the effect that he thought a free, open, and accountable Palestinian state would be 
achieved. We won’t hold our breath.

God bless Christy. She has already been threatened for what she said, and we need to pray for her safety. 

Holocaust Deniers Still at Large
Unfortunately Mahmoud Abbas, who is head of the PA, is a notorious Holocaust-denier. Recently the Tablet 
Magazine published the following:

“One of the less savory aspects of Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas’s biography is that he has a PhD 
in Holocaust denial–literally. His 1982 dissertation, published as ‘The Other Side: the Secret Relationship 
Between Nazism and Zionism,’ famously argues that the Zionists collaborated with the Nazis in order to  
spur more Jewish immigration to Palestine. ‘The Zionist movement,’ it explains, ‘led a broad campaign of  
incitement against the Jews living under Nazi rule, in order to arouse the government’s hatred of them, to fuel 
vengeance against them, and to expand the mass extermination.’ The Zionists, the work asserts, were the 
Third Reich’s ‘basic partner in crime.’ It also claims that the figure of six million dead has been exaggerated 
for political gain, and suggests one million as a more reasonable estimate” (tabletmag.com). 

The New York Times thinks Abbas has now repudiated all that, because of something he recently said 
—apparently recognizing that it happened and expressing sympathy for the Jews who suffered. But this may 
be a premature conclusion. It is doubtful that he has changed his mind. Apparently he believes something 
like the Holocaust happened, but he thinks the Jews collaborated in it and helped make it what it was—
which is totally ridiculous. 

And so it goes… on and on. A man persuaded against his will is of the same opinion still. Unfortunately, 
Muslims still consider Jews their enemy, both because of statements in the Quran and because of the  
example of Muhammad himself, who led armies against several Jewish tribes in his lifetime and was  
responsible for the death of many. 

God, however, views Jewish people as His own. Even if only a remnant is faithful and obedient to God  
today, they are “still loved, for the fathers’ [patriarchs] sake” (Romans 11:28].

“I ask then: has God rejected his people? By no means! …for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable” 
(Romans 11:1, 29 NIV).  

In Messiah,

Lonnie C. Mings 
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