
In a tongue-in-cheek report, Israel Today magazine 
reported: “Average Palestinians and those in 
positions of power again demonstrated their 
commitment to, and desire for, peace with Israel by 
praising and celebrating a brutal terrorist attack in Tel 
Aviv on Wednesday morning when a 22-year old Arab 
man from Tulkarm boarded a public bus and stabbed 
seventeen Jews.” A cartoon published a few hours 
after the attack, was enthusiastically shared by 
Palestinians on social media and also displayed in 
Arabic-language newspapers. The character in the 
cartoon celebrates the stabbing of 10 “Zionists” (the 
original estimate) next to a sign that reads “occupied 
Tel Aviv.” (Just so the reader understands, Tel Aviv 

never belonged to the Palestinians; thus “occupied” in this case is nothing more than an anti-Israel fantasy.)

In addition, a Hamas official named Izzat al-Rishaq, on Twitter, hailed 
the attack as “heroic and daring.” Another Hamas leader wrote on 
Facebook that the group “praises this extraordinary act” and calls for 
even “greater devotion and commitment.”

This is none other than the result of intense hatred that is ripping apart 
the Middle East and is also gnawing at the vitals of Western society. 
The Middle Eastern variety comes directly from Islam. “There is no 
place in the Quran where Muhammad commands Muslims to love 
people of other religions. By contrast there are at least three dozen 
verses that tell Muslims to fight against non-Muslims… About 500 
verses speak of the ‘infidels’  place in hell. They are from each period in Muhammad’s life, scattered across 
87 of the Quran’s 114 chapters” (thereligionofpeace.com).

The Quran also contains verses that describe Jews in ugly, hateful terms, and refer to them as having been 
turned into pigs and apes—cf. Surah 5, vss. 59-60.

It should be remembered that Hamas is the ruling authority in Gaza, and is still being courted by “moderate” 
Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas in order to form a unity government. On the day of the Tel Aviv attack, 
by mid-morning he had failed to condemn the attack. Israel Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman said that 
Abbas and his regime in Ramallah were as much to blame for the bloodshed as anyone.

“They are all part of a process of undermining the right of Israel to exist as a Jewish state, and it doesn’t 
matter to them whether it’s in Judea, Samaria, the Negev, the Galilee, Tel Aviv, or Jerusalem,” said Lieberman. 
Isaac Herzog, whose Labor Party will be trying to gain a victory in the upcoming Israeli elections, said the 
attack highlighted the fact that “There is no feeling of security for Israeli citizens—not in Jerusalem, near 
Gaza or [even in] Tel Aviv.”
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Tel Aviv Stabbing Attack Wounds 
at Least 17 



Northern Galilee Also Heating Up
 

On Sunday, January 18, Israel allegedly carried out a helicopter air 
strike on a Hizbullah convoy travelling in Syria, apparently killing an 
Iranian general, as well as a senior Hizbullah commander. Israel says it 
was unaware that the general was in the convoy. This revelation, made 
by an unnamed senior Israeli security source, came as Iran threatened 
to retaliate for the killing. This gave rise to growing concern about the 
security situation on Israel’s northern border with Lebanon and Syria.

Although Israel has not officially confirmed it carried out the strike on a 
convoy of several cars near the Syrian border village of Quneitra, it has 
been widely assumed that Israel was behind the attack. UN observers 
on the border reported seeing Israeli drones in the vicinity before the 
attack.

According to a source, Israel’s armed forces believed it was targeting a 
group of relatively low-level members of the Lebanese Shia organiza-
tion that has been fighting alongside the government forces of Syria’s 
Bashar al-Assad. Israel’s security cabinet met amid indications that 
Israel was trying to limit the fallout from the killing of Iranian Revolution-
ary Guard General Mohammed Allahdadi.

As for why Allahdadi was on the border so close to Israel, some reports 
claimed he had been given the job of overseeing new missile locations 
for Hizbullah. “We did not expect the outcome in terms of the stature of 
those killed – certainly not the Iranian general,” the Israeli source said. 
“We thought we were hitting an enemy field unit that was on its way to 
carry out an attack on us at the frontier fence… We got the alert, we 
spotted the vehicle, identified it was an enemy vehicle and took the 
shot. We saw this as a limited tactical operation.”

The assumption in Israeli security circles is that retaliation of some kind is likely – and would probably be 
carried out by Hizbullah. Israel has boosted deployment of its “Iron Dome” anti-missile aerial defense system 
along its northern border with Lebanon. (The Guardian, January 20).

Israel TV Shows Picture of New Long-Range
Iranian Missile
According to a recent Israeli television report, Iran has built 
a 27-meter-long missile, capable of delivering a warhead 
“far beyond Europe,” and placed it on a launch pad at a site 
close to Tehran. The TV report showed what it said were the 
first satellite images of the missile ever seen in the West. The 
report also stressed that the missile could be used to launch 
spacecraft or satellites, and also to carry warheads.

The Channel 2 news report showed satellite imagery docu-
menting what it said was Iran’s “very rapid progress” on 
long-range missile manufacture. It showed one photograph 
of a site near Tehran, which it said the West had known 
about for two years, where Iran was working on engines for 
its long-range missiles. It then showed a satellite photograph 
of a second site nearby, which featured a launch pad, with 
the 27-meter missile on it—an Iranian missile “never seen 
before” by the West.

The TV report said the satellite images were taken by the Eros B commercial Earth observation satellite, 
which was designed and manufactured by Israel Aircraft Industries, launched in 2006.

Map of the Golan Heights,
illustrating the location of Quneitra
and the surrounding area 
(via Wikipedia)

A satellite image shown on Israel’s Channel 
2 news, January 21, 2015, said to show a 
new long-range Iranian missile on a launch 
pad outside Tehran. (Channel 2 screenshot) 



Israel has long charged that Iran is working toward a nuclear weapons capability, and has publicly opposed 
any negotiated accommodation with Iran that would leave it with a uranium enrichment capability for 
potential nuclear weapons use.

Canada’s Foreign Minister Upbeat about Israel
Canada has maintained a very pro-Israel stance ever since Stephen Harper’s conservative government 
took office in 2006. For this reason, the Palestinians were not so happy about John Baird, Canada’s Foreign 
Minister’s visit to Israel. When Baird made the mistake (?) of trying to visit Ramallah, his car was pelted with 
eggs and shoes (in Palestinian culture, to throw a shoe at someone is the ultimate insult). As of this writing 
Baird is waiting for an apology from Ramallah.

The apology he wants is not because of having his car pelted, but because one top Palestinian official made 
a comparison between Israel and ISIS.

“People may disagree with our position with respect to Israel, but so be it,” Baird said as he wrapped up 
his visit on Tuesday, January 20. “It’s always wise to speak with moral clarity,” he said. He also said that, 
despite Ottawa’s unflinching friendship with the Jewish state, “We have a pretty good relationship with most 
of the Arab countries in the region.”

But the relationship with the Palestinians is apparently not so good. While Palestinian protestors booed, 
and told Baird he was not welcome in their land, senior PLO official and ex-chief negotiator Saeb Erekat 
released a statement denouncing Baird and urging him to ask the Palestinian people for forgiveness for his 
country’s consistent support for Israel. The Canadians, on the other hand, would like an apology from 
Erekat, whose comments were “offensive and ridiculous” according to Baird’s spokesman Rick Roth.

As for the Jewish state, Canada stands firm. “The existence of a country that all Jews can call their home 
was important in the aftermath of World War II and remains so in 2015,” Baird said. “With anti-Semitism 
rising in so many parts of the world, it’s probably more important today than it was even a few short years 
ago that there be a Jewish state where people can seek refuge.” (The Times of Israel, January 21, 2015).
Thank God for the support of the Canadians.

“I will shepherd them in good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. 
There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture…I myself will 
tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign Lord” (Ezekiel 34:14-15).

In Messiah,

Lonnie C. Mings 


