
Recently an African-American woman wrote an open letter to the 
organization known as “Students for Justice in Palestine,” prominent 
on many US college campuses. This liberal student group preaches 
a mantra of “freeing Palestine.” It masquerades as a civil rights 
movement, but at least one person thinks it is anything but. The problem 
with this student group as I see it, is that first of all its members often 
don’t know what they’re talking about—since their knowledge of the 
Middle East is limited—and secondly, they often encourage baseless 
anti-Israel violence. 

The African- American lady’s name is Chloe Valdary, and she has some very interesting things to say. She 
begins this way: “If you [addressing the SJP movement] seek to promulgate the legacy of early Islamic 
colonialists who raped and pillaged the Middle East, subjugated the indigenous peoples living in the region, 
and foisted upon them a life of persecution and degradation—you do not get to claim the title of ‘Freedom 
Fighter.’ 

“If you support a racist doctrine of Arab supremacism and wish (as a corollary of that doctrine) to destroy the 
Jewish state, you do not get to claim that the prejudices you peddle are forms of legitimate ‘resistance’.

“If your heroes are clerics who sit in Gaza plotting the genocide of a people; who place their children on 
rooftops in the hopes they will get blown to bits; who heap praises upon their fellow gang members when 
they succeed in murdering Jewish school boys and bombing places of activity where Jews congregate—you 
do not get to claim that you are [an advocate] of human virtue. You are not. 

“If your activities include grieving over the woefully incompetent performance by Hamas rocketeers and 
the subsequent millions of Jewish souls who are still alive—whose children were not murdered by their 
rockets…you do not get to claim that you stand for justice. You profess to be irreproachable. You are 
categorically not.

“If your idea of a righteous cause entails targeting and intimidating Jewish students on campus, arrogating 
their history of exile-and-return and fashioning it in your own likeness, you do not get to claim that you do so 
in the name of civil liberty and freedom of expression. 

“You do not get to champion regimes that murder, torture, and persecute their own people, deliberately keep 
them impoverished, and embezzle billions of dollars from them—and claim you are ‘pro-Arab.’ You are not. 

“You do not get to champion a system wherein Jews are barred from purchasing land, traveling in certain 
areas, and living out such an existence merely because they are Jews—and claim that you are promoting 
equality for all. You do not get to enable that system by pushing a boycott of Jewish-owned businesses, 
shops, and entities—and then claim that you are ‘against apartheid.’ That is evil. 

Ms Valdary goes on to enumerate many other good points. Finally she closes by telling the students, “It is 
of course your prerogative to continue to utilize platitudes for your cause. You are entirely within your rights 
to chant words like ‘equality,’ ‘justice,’ and ‘freedom fighter.’ You can keep using those words for as long as 
you like. But I do not think you know what they mean.” (Tablet Magazine; Chloe Valdary is a consultant for 
Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in America).
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Jewish Girl Critical After Firebomb Attack  
 

Almost as if to deliberately verify the main point of the Tablet 
Magazine article, on the evening of December 25th, Palestinian 
assailants lobbed a firebomb at the car of Avner Shapira, who 
was driving home to the Jerusalem area community of Ma’aleh 
Shomron with his eleven-year old daughter Ayala. Both father and 
daughter were injured in the attack. Ayala suffered third-degree 
burns over most of her body and had to be placed in a medically-
induced coma as doctors worked frantically to save her life 
(reported in Israel Today). 

By Friday afternoon, Ayala had reportedly improved slightly after 
doctors managed to open a small airway through her severely 

burned throat. Earlier on the same day, a knife-wielding Palestinian Muslim stabbed two Israeli police 
officers following Islamic prayer services on the Temple Mount. The assailant managed to flee the scene 
after stabbing one officer in the neck and the other in the hand. These two incidents are in addition to the 
numerous rock, firebomb and other physical assaults against Jews in and around Jerusalem that did not 
result in injury.

Local residents continue to speak of a “silent intifada,” a wave of low-profile terrorist violence that has 
Jerusalem’s inhabitants increasingly on edge (Israel Today, December 26). 

Reflections on the Firebombing Incident   
Eleven-year-old Ayala, who was very seriously injured when the car she and her father were riding in on 
Christmas day, bears a rather strong resemblance to one of my own daughters at a similar age (shape of 
face, color of hair, etc). Anger wells up to a degree that cannot be expressed here. Sometimes we feel that 
a spade should be called a spade, no matter what the eggshell-walkers say. In today’s world it can be 
dangerous and unwise to even label criminals and/or terrorists. We are all under the restrictions of the 
“politically correct society” and the “PC” syndrome. This stance may kill us, just as it is killing Jews, but 
nevertheless many of us seem to be caught in it. 

Not to label evil may even be an immoral act in itself. The whole Western world is coming under the influence 
of a totalitarian system that calls evil good and good evil. I believe it is the great end-time deception so aptly 
described by the Apostle Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12. 

Pamela Geller is a kind of polemicist who fights against the encroachments of Islam on modern society. She 
is responsible for a sign in the New York subway that says, “In Any War Between the Civilized Man and the 
Savage, Support the Civilized Man.”

I believe the young men who bombed the Shapira car could be labeled “savage” and “uncivilized.” At least 
they were under the direction and influence of such people—people who hate so much they are blinded 
to truth and justice, and have no mercy. There is so much that could be said, but right now I just shake my 
head and conclude by asking, “When will the civilized world wake up?” Please pray for the people of Israel—
both Arab and Jew…

“God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you who are troubled, 
and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with 
his powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus” (2 Thessalonians 1:6-8).

In Messiah,

Lonnie C. Mings 

Ayala Shapira (Photo courtesy of family)


