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In our ministry to God’s chosen people we
are increasingly convinced that the descendants
of Abraham need not only practical help in the
diaspora, which we have been involved in for
many years in Ukraine, but also ministry to
Jews in their own land. For this reason we
made another trip to the land of Israel. We
traveled there, praying for God’s leading and
direction, that the Lord would show us the
further direction for our service and ministry
to His people.

At the very beginning of our trip we met
with Michal in Eilat who lived in Oświęcim

Dear Brothers, dear Sisters,

Michal

before the war. During the German occupa-
tion she had the good fortune of being taken
to a work camp, together with other Jews,
where she lived through the war while other
members of her family died in the Holocaust.
Our joy overflowed during our visit as Michal
shared fond memories of our country, where

she spent her childhood. Someone visiting her
from Poland and the fact that she could return
to the country where she was born, in her tho-
ughts, was a great experience for her.

It was a great encouragement to us to be
able to meet with sister Beata again. She co-
mes from Odessa. Beata, as a Jewess who be-
lieves in Yeshua the Messiah, is full of enthu-
siasm in sharing the good news of salvation with
her fellow countrymen. Let’s pray for Beata
and for her contact with Michal, that it might
bring forth good fruit in the form of Michal’s
salvation. Pray, too, for the Messianic fellow-
ship in Eilat, that many more people might
come to know Yeshua the Messiah through
their testimony.

From Eilat we traveled to Jerusalem where
we continued our contact with people saved
through the Holocaust who now live in Tel Aviv.

In this way we visited 93-year-old Esther
who greeted us with the words; “A guest in
the house means that God is in the house.”
We were very pleasantly surprised by the be-
autiful Polish of this older lady, who, after all,
doesn’t speak Polish every day. After a short
time her younger sister, Judith, came to her
home. Throughout our visit we spoke in Po-
lish and Judith even stated; “You can’t forget
the language of your mother and your childho-
od.” Both sisters were born and raised in Kra-
kow. At that time Esther was called “Stenia”
and Judith “Dzidzia”.  With great emotion they
both spoke about their memories of the time
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they spent in Krakow which they will never
forget.

When the second world war broke out they
were sent to the ghetto, together with their
whole family. Later they were taken to the
camp in Plaszow where they were filled with
fear every day for their lives and the lives of
their loved ones. Every day they had to expe-
rience the brutal and bloody selection of tho-
se fit or unfit for work. Finally, as a result of
another selection, both sisters were sent, along
with others, to the camp in Auschwitz-Birke-
nau, Judith met a fellow prisoner who looked
at the number tattooed on her arm; A-26262.
“Do you know what that means?” she asked.
“2 plus 6 plus 2 plus 6 plus 2 equals 18.” This
unknown prisoner continued; “Do you know
how to write those numbers in Hebrew? Hey
and yud, which, in Hebrew, means «life». Don’t
worry. You will survive.”

Judith’s conversation with this unknown
prisoner was very unusual and she will remem-
ber it for all her life. Later, after she, together
with her sister, lived through the march of de-
ath and survived until they were finally freed
and then traveled to Israel, Judith decided to
write out the entire history of her deliveran-
ce. In this book she recalls the unforgettable
conversation in Auschwitz-Birkenau. The title
of the book is “18 – Means Life”. This book
has been translated into Polish and we plan to
have it published.

Both sisters met with hard reality when they
arrived in the territory of the British Mandat
in 1946. It wasn’t easy and they had to deal

Esther and her sister Judith

with it until the establishment of the nation of
Israel in 1948. In spite of everything they sta-
ked their life and future on the nation and land
of Israel.

When they asked us about the reason for
our visit we told them what was on our heart
about Yeshua the Messiah. We noticed that,
after these terrible experiences, that Esther
and, to a greater degree, Judith, had lost their
faith in Almighty God. The hell of the Holo-
caust extinguished their faith in the God of Isra-
el who had kept them alive. Both of them re-
peated many times the Hebrew saying;
“Ashrey Ha Maamim” (happy are those who
believe).

From our side, as Poles, we can react with
even more love and acceptance and, above all,
prayer, that our powerful God would reawa-
ken faith in their hearts. Only He is God who
can bring into being that which doesn’t exist
and can bring to life faith in a person.

The next place we visited in Israel was Ri-
shon LeZion. There is a Messianic congrega-
tion in this large city led by Michael. Michael’s
grandfather – Aleksander Bronowski was
a Polish Jew who came from the Lublin area.
After he miraculously survived he left for the
land of Israel. Aleksander Bronowski was one
of the creators of the Yad Vashem Institute in
Jerusalem and the main initiator of the so cal-
led “Alley of the Righteous” where trees are
planted in memory of those who, at the risk of
their own lives, rescued Jews during the Ho-
locaust from certain death. Michael is aware
of his heritage and roots that are in Poland.
Here in Rishon LeZion he not only leads the

Judith showing the number that was gi-
ven to her in camp Auschwitz-Birkenau)
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Messianic congregation but is also the founder
of the charity organization Maijm Haim (Living
Water), whose goal is to reach out to needy
people who have lived through the Holocaust,
especially in the nations of the former Soviet
Union. Emigrants from countries of the for-
mer USSR in Israel are organized into so cal-
led associations of Holocaust victims where
they can meet together and celebrate holidays
together, share their problems and experien-
ces. As we spent time with these people and
talked with Michael about their situation we
understood, from the Lord, that this is the ri-
ght direction to go in our ministry that we can
carry out in Israel. We desire to work closely
with Michael and his organization so that we
might together meet the very pressing needs
of those who have lived through the Holocaust.

During our visit in Rishon LeZion we met
with those who were rescued from the Holo-
caust in the headquarters of their association.
During our meeting Liza introduced herself to
us. She went through 6 work camps during
the occupation. Finally she joined the partisans
and served with them to the end of the war.

Meeting with those rescued from the Holocaust in Rishon LeZion

Together with Michael we decided to visit a
few people in their homes.

Liza

One of these was Sylvia, who comes from
Latvia, where she lost her whole family in the
extermination camp in Riga. As a ten-year-old
girl she was left alone, dependent on the kind-
ness or unkindness of strangers. By God’s gra-
ce and protection Sylvia survived and not long
after the war finished decided to travel to Israel.
Sylvia’s husband died tragically doing construc-
tion work for the company he worked for.
Unfortunately they weren’t able to have chil-
dren and so Sylvia was left completely alone.
God didn’t forget about her and cared for her
in a miraculous way in her old age.

This goes together with the interesting te-
stimony of Mila, who, as a Jewess believing
in Yeshua, came to Israel from Moldavia. One
day, as Mila was coming home from work she
heard the clear voice of the Holy Spirit in her
spirit, telling her to take a certain road to her
home. She was surprised but was obedient to
the inner voice and took the indicated route.
As she passed Sylvia, who was sitting in the
park, she heard the same voice again telling
her to approach this woman and make con-
tact with her. Mila was again obedient to this
voice and sat down next to Sylvia and began
to talk with her. After a short time they each
said good bye and went their separate ways.
Sometime later, when Mila was walking along
that road again she heard a clear voice telling
her to begin living with that woman. This tur-
ned out to be God’s perfect leading because
Sylvia, in her loneliness, was in desperate need
of someone to help her with her most basic
daily functioning. Mila, through the beautiful

                                     Sylvia and her caregiver, Mila

testimony of her life, led Sylvia to the know-
ledge of Yeshua the Savior. We can see how
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God fulfills his wonderful promise in the life of
Sylvia given through the prophet Isaiah to his
people; “Even to your old age and grey hairs
I am he, I am he who will sustain you. I have
made you and I will carry you; I will sustain
you and I will rescue you.” (Is. 46:4)

We also visited 85-year-old Eleanora, who,
thanks to God’s loving care, was rescued thro-
ugh the Holocaust in Ukraine. Eleanora lives
in very humble circumstances. She barely has
enough for her daily needs and has to pay a
very high rent for her tiny apartment in which
is a small kitchen and bathroom.

Eleonora

87-year-old Luba lives in similar conditions.
She lives alone and is unable to move around
by herself.

We had a good visit with Dora who comes
from Ukraine. She is from Yampol in Ukraine
where we have given practical help to the Jews
living there for many years. We experienced
even greater joy when we found out that Dora

believes in Yeshua as her Lord and Savior. She
has regular contact with the local Messianic
fellowship.

Luba

The next place we visited during our trip
was Netanya.

In Netanya we met with 90-year-old Mi-
chal who lived through the Holocaust with his
family by escaping deep into the heart of Rus-
sia. For Michal our visit brought back memo-

                                                               Dora

Michal

ries of the country in which he grew up and
which he visits every year.

We had a very special meeting with 95-year-
old Miriam who was born and raised in Kra-
kow. During the German occupation of the city
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she smuggled, together with others, food into
the Krakow ghetto. After some time a Polish
person turned her in to the Gestapo. On that
same day she was arrested and sent to the
extermination camp Auschwitz-Birkenau. Mi-
riam was sent to the camp at the beginning of
its existence and is one of the few people who
survived through the whole time it was in ope-
ration. She lived through the death march and
finally was delivered from the camp in Buchen-
wald.

During her time in Auschwitz-Birkenau she
was subjected to inhuman experimentation by

Miriam and her picture from when she was a prisoner in the
camp Auschwitz-Birkenau

Doctor Mengele, who couldn’t understand
why she, as a Jewess, didn’t have a typical Je-
wish facial appearance. As a result of these
experiments, which she only lived through by
a miracle, Miriam couldn’t have her own chil-
dren. After the war she decided, together with
her husband who also was rescued from the
camp in Buchenwald, to adopt a girl.

Meetings with such people are very pre-
cious for us because they are a part of the li-
ving history which, because of their advanced
age, will soon pass, together with them, into
eternity.

Before we left Netanya we were witnesses
to a very special meeting which was organized
at the Purim holiday for those who had survi-
ved the Holocaust.

The Purim holiday is a joyous time, both in
Israel and for the diaspora. People give gifts to
one another and remember and celebrate the
rescuing of God’s people in the time of Queen
Esther.

Our hearts were greatly moved when we
saw the joy on the faces of those who had to
go through the hell of the Holocaust in their
lifetimes. We are grateful to God that just as
Haman didn’t succeed in destroying the Isra-
elites so Hitler and other enemies of Israel also
failed even to the present time. We are thank-
ful to God for the existence of the nation of
Israel and that these people, after all they have
gone through, can finally have a place of their
own. Praise the Lord that He is faithful to His
promises.

While we were in Israel we also visited Ash-
dod. In this city we met with Edik, who came
to Israel many years ago from Shepetivka,
where we have led a soup kitchen for the most
needy Jews in that place for many years. Edik
came to know Yeshua as his personal Savior
shortly after he came to Israel. Edik is now
fully involved in the functioning of a large Mes-
sianic fellowship in the city. Edik also has many
contacts with people who lived through the
Holocaust. He regularly organizes trips for
them to biblical locations within Israel. During

Edik
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these trips he shares the Good News of the
Messiah Yeshua with them. We also took part
in one of these trips which was a blessed time
for everyone. Our desire and prayer is to join
in this work so that the Good News of salva-
tion in Yeshua could reach as many people as
possible from God’s chosen nation and espe-
cially those who survived the Holocaust.

The next place we visited was Kiryat Bialik.
We traveled there to meet with Miriam Harel,
whose book “Now You May Cry” we publi-
shed last year. Miriam was very glad to meet
with us and was very thankful for our visit. With
God’s help we plan to publish the next book
with 22 testimonies of those who survived the
Holocaust. Miriam collected these testimonies
and put them in writing a few years ago.

With Miriam’s help we were able to renew
our contact with the Mashmaut Organization
in Kiryat Motzkin. We met together with Lea,
who leads this organization, for the last time
more than 2 years ago in Oświęcim. Again we
were able to have a very good and productive
meeting with Lea and her fellow workers.

Our desire is that the city of Kiryat Motz-
kin would begin to work in partnership with
the region and city of Oświęcim. We are pray-
ing that the Lord would open the doors to gre-
ater cooperation between Jews and Poles
which, we believe, would lead to the blessing
of our nation. We are praying that the leaders
of our city and region would continue to be
open to this work in partnership as they have
already declared.

Miriam Harel

The place that most Jews, throughout the
world, and especially in Israel, associate with
death we want, with God’s help, to change
into a place of good interpersonal relationships,
of life and blessing. “I will bless those who bless
you...” (Gen. 12:3a)

Meeting with Lea

We traveled to the kibbutz Degania Alef to
meet with Icus (Icchak) who comes from
Oświęcim and Tamara who also comes from
Poland, from near Warsaw.

88-year-old Icus, although he is very sick,
received us with great joy. We were able to
talk at length during our visit and enjoyed be-

Meeting with Icus

ing together. As we said good bye Icus was
deeply touched which also touched our he-
arts. Pray for Icus and for his salvation. We are
glad that Icus has a caregiver who believes in
the Messiah and is a very good testimony for
him.
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While at the kibbutz we also met with Ta-
mara who told us the history of the place. The
kibbutz was established in 1910, much earlier
than the founding of modern day Israel. It was
the first such place in this area. When we visi-
ted the historic buildings of the kibbutz we met
Moshe who was born and raised in Tarnow
just before the war.

As we continued to talk with Tamara she
shared warm memories of Poland where she
grew up and spent her youth together with

Tamara and Moshe

rmitory which belongs to the Jewish agency –
Sohnut. They are humble, one room apart-
ments but the rent is affordable for those who
live there. Unfortunately there aren’t such
possibilities in other cities in Israel. Many ol-
der people from the countries of the former
Soviet Union have serious problems with be-
ing able to pay rent for their homes. Svieta,
although she lives very modestly, is thankful to
God for His blessing and care.

Svieta

While we were visiting Svieta we also visi-
ted her 78-year-old neighbor, Dana and 81-
year-old Lida who believes in Yeshua.

her siblings. She rejoiced as she remembered
the good contact they had with the officials in
her home town. As a result they renovated
the Jewish cemetery and put up a monument
in honor of the victims of the Holocaust in the
city. We are thankful for such initiatives which
are a very good testimony for our country.

     After we returned to Haifa we met with
Svieta whom we have known from the time
when she still lived in Zmirinka in Ukraine,
where we continue to organize help for mem-
bers of the Jewish community in the city. It
was a joyful meeting during which Svieta sha-
red memories of her time in Ukraine and also
her visit to rest in Poland which took place
many years ago but is still fresh in her memo-
ry.

We are glad that Svieta has made contact
with believers in Yeshua in Israel and is very
active in the center giving help to needy pe-
ople that the Jewish fellowship in Haifa leads.

Svieta, with her sister and a few hundred
other people who have come to Israel from
the former Soviet Union, lives in a huge do-

Dana
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We also made a short visit to Svieta’s sister,
80-year-old Basia.

Lida

Basia

We are thankful to God for the time that
we were able to spend visiting these people.

     While we were in Haifa we also met with
Yud, his daughter and son-in-law. During our
last visit to Israel, when the country was un-
der terrorist attack and many fires were set,
we met Yud and decided to help him remodel
the house of his daughter which had been al-
most completely destroyed by fire inside. Yud
was very touched by this and wanted us to
meet the rest of his family this time. The testi-
mony of unconditional help that they experien-
ced at that time from us found a place deep in
their hearts and memories. Yud is a descen-
dant of Hungarian Jews and his father was mi-
raculously saved from the camp in Buchenwald.

Meeting with Yud and his daughter and son-in-law

His son-in-law’s family comes from Bialystok
where most of them, unfortunately, died du-
ring the German occupation of the city. Yud
asked us why, when we didn’t even really know
them, we had helped them and continue to
show interest in them. This gave us a great
opportunity to share the love of the Messiah
of Israel – Yeshua, who came to seek and to
save the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

At the end of the day we had an unforget-
table meeting with Ilana. Ilana was born and

raised in Krakow. She spent her entire, happy
childhood in a house, which no longer exists,
that stood near the Wawel hill. During the
German occupation of Krakow Ilana, like all
the Jews, along with the rest of her family, was
placed in the ghetto. Brutal selections of those
fit for work took place here, time after time.
For the Germans those who were unproduc-
tive, and therefore not fit to live, were the crip-
pled, old people, pregnant women and chil-

Ilana
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tional meeting which showed us, once again,
how important it is to have close contact with
our Jewish countrymen who, after the Holo-
caust, moved to Israel.

We are happy with the attitude of our go-
vernment. They have asked for forgiveness
from the Jewish nation many times for the sha-
meful treatment of Jews by Poles throughout
our history. We’re sure Ilana has heard about
this and knows. It was the first time, however,
that she heard Poles asking for forgiveness in
such a clear and personal way in her own
home. We know that there are many unhe-
aled wounds in our common, long history. We
need each other to be able to heal these wo-
unds. Not someone else but especially Polish
people in a very straightforward and loving way
can become tools in God’s hands for reconci-
liation and healing from that which was so pa-
inful in our past.

On the way back to Eilat we visited Judith
and Esther again. They invited us to a meeting
where two more people who were rescued
from the Holocaust showed up; Celina and
Ariel. Celina’s mother’s family came from
Oświęcim so she was very pleasantly surpri-

dren. As a small girl Ilana lived just opposite
from the place of selection and observed the
hellish scenes that took place just past the win-
dows of her home. An experience that Ilana
will never forget, as long as she lives, was the
last farewell with her beloved mother and two
small sisters who were sent to their deaths to
the Bełżec extermination camp. Later her 3
older sisters were sent to various other camps
and Ilana herself, along with Judith and Esther
whom we wrote about earlier, ended up in
Auschwitz-Birkenau. During selection in the
camp, Esther, who was tall for her age, gave
her high heeled shoes to Ilana, so that she
would be taller and appear to be older than
she was. For this reason Ilana was put into the
line for those sent to work instead of those
sent to the gas chambers. Ilana, like so many
other prisoners, worked very hard every day,
her life balancing between life and death. At
times there was a very small line between the
two and she almost crossed the line. Ilana,
however, survived and met with her sisters in
Krakow after the war. They had also been re-
scued in a miraculous way from the raging hell
of the Holocaust which, unfortunately, consu-
med their parents and two small sisters.

 Ilana wanted to stay in Krakow, the city she
loved, but experienced great unkindness from
the Polish residents of the city. Pogroms took
place time after time in the streets. Ilana and
her sisters, in fear of their own lives, with gre-
at sadness in their hearts, decided to leave their
beloved city and leave forever to the land of
Israel, even before it was established as a na-
tion.

The atmosphere of prejudice and the po-
groms against Jews left deep wounds in her
heart even though she still loved Poland and
her home city Krakow. We were deeply sad-
dened and expressed our sorrow and shame
to Ilana for what she had experienced from
our countrymen. We were able to give testi-
mony that much has changed in our country
since that time and that there are many pe-
ople who, because of the Jewish Messiah, love
the Jewish nation and pray for Israel. For us as
well as for Ilana it was an important and emo-

Meeting with Judith in Tel Aviv

sed to be able to meet with people connected
with that city after so many years. Ariel was
born in Łódź but managed to escape from the
city before the Germans established the ghet-
to. Both of them were saved in a miraculous



– 10 –

way from the Holocaust and shortly after the
war traveled to Israel to start a new life here.

 During our conversation Celina asked us
the question – why are we interested in pe-
ople like them? It was another opportunity for
us to explain our motivations which are tied
together with the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua.
Celina was even more touched by this. She
confessed to us that she had never heard of
something like this before – that because of
their love for Yeshua someone would show her
such attention and care. In our hearts we than-
ked the Almighty God for this next situation in
which we could share the Good News with
such exceptional people, whose stories are
a confirmation to us of God’s faithfulness and
grace for Israel.

     During our stay in Israel God put on our
hearts a special word from the book of the
prophet Isaiah; “I will give you hidden treasu-
res, riches stored in secret places, so that you
may know that I am the Lord, the God of Isra-
el, who summons you by name.” (Is. 45:3b) In
fact, step by step we saw how the Lord reve-
aled those exceptional treasures hidden in se-
cret places – precious people who had been
saved through the Holocaust but who, becau-
se of their age and limited energy have been
forgotten. Their experiences have been for-

gotten, unknown for most other people. But
for the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the
God Who is faithful to His promises to Israel,
they are precious pearls, treasures that He has
brought out of the forgotten darkness for us.
“Remember these things, Jacob, for you, Isra-
el, are my servant. I have made you, you are
my servant. Israel, I will not forget you.” (Is.
44:21)

Looking for God’s direction and leading we
saw clearly that the Lord is opening doors for
us to serve in Israel in two directions; the first
way is to stay in touch with those who were
born and lived in Poland and lived through the
Holocaust during the second world war. They
are very special people who, because of their
background, are still closely tied to Poland
where they lost almost all of their loved ones
because of the Holocaust and their happy chil-
dhood and youth was brutally cut off by the
German occupation of our country. These
people need us, Poles, to whom they can spe-
ak in the language of their childhood, and as
they experience love, care and acceptance can
awaken their faith in Almighty God and draw
near to the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua. Often,
because of the wounds they have experien-
ced in the past from Poles, they need Polish
people so that by God’s grace and mercy they
can come to reconciliation and the healing of
their wounds.

They need us, Poles, very much, not so
much for material help but especially in a mo-
ral and spiritual way. We are well aware of the
fact that no other nation can do that for us
because these people, despite their old age,
still think and feel Polish. That’s why it’s possi-
ble to form a very deep relationship between
them and Polish people which in the future can
bring the good fruit of their salvation. Another
exceptional factor for them is that they can
have contact with people from Oświęcim
which brings to their minds the hell they had
to go through in their lives of Auschwitz-Bir-
kenau and now from this same city they expe-
rience care, love and acceptance. Please, pray
that contact with these people would lead to
their salvation because the time they still have
on this earth is very short for them.

Celina
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Another direction of ministry in Israel is
contact with people who survived the Holo-
caust from the countries of the former USSR,
for instance; Belarus, the Baltic countries or
Ukraine. Most of them, who came to Israel in
their later years receive a very meager retire-
ment and sometimes receive nothing but so-
cial help from the government which is the
absolute minimum just to survive. We thank
God that they have enough for daily bread but
they often have problems being able to pay
for the rising cost of renting their homes. Their
incomes are only a fraction of the incomes of
those who worked all their lives in Israel. Al-
though the government gives them so called
“social support” it is the absolute minimum. If
any of these people have a sudden need, new
dentures for example or new glasses many of
them aren’t able to cover the costs of these
basic needs. We want to give practical help to
this kind of people.

It’s good to remember about the Holocaust,
so that a similar horror will never take place in
the future. It’s not enough, however, just to
remember. For this reason we want to call this

ministry to the land of Israel “Living Memo-
ry”. This means that we not only remember
the Holocaust, the facts, numbers and dates.
This ministry, above all, is to bring together
our memory of the Holocaust with living pe-
ople – the last witnesses of this time and the
living God who said; “...Israel, I will not forget
you.” (Is. 44:21). It’s these living people, who
not only lived through the Holocaust, but still
are living and need our loving care and often
very practical support in their specific mate-
rial and spiritual needs of which the most im-
portant is to come to know the Messiah
Yeshua.

We ask you, once again, to pray for this new
ministry in the land of Israel. We deeply belie-
ve that the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
He who through the Messiah Yeshua is; “... the
pioneer and perfecter of faith…” (Heb.12:2a)
will lead us in this work for the glory of His
Kingdom.

Shalom from Oświęcim


