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Oświęcim, April-May 2016

Thanks to God’s goodness and grace we
were able to make another trip to Ukraine at
the end of March/beginning of April. We expe-
rienced God’s blessing and leading during that
time. Our friend traveled with us, Jaap Heering,
who is a pastor of a Messianic congregation in
Holland. We met with our dear friends whom
we help in many places. There were many
meetings where we ate a meal together and
shared the good news about the Passover
Lamb, Yeshua, who came as the Messiah and
Redeemer of His people. “…I was sent only
to the lost sheep of Israel. For the Son of Man
came to seek and to save the lost.” (Mt. 15:24,
Lk. 19:10)

Our goal and prayer is that we, as Chri-
stians, could again present Jesus as the Mes-
siah of Israel to His own people through very
practical acts of love.

The first place we visited was Shepetivka.
Here, in the soup kitchen that we have sup-
ported for many years, we could share what is
so important and dear to our hearts, the love
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Dear Brothers and Dear Sisters,

Meeting in the soup kitchen in Shepetivka

of the Messiah Yeshua for His people, Israel.
After eating a meal together we were able to
pray with some people about their lives and
needs. Many of these people once again than-
ked us for our continuing prayer and daily help
through the meals at the soup kitchen. We
want to ask you to continue to pray for all the
people who visit the soup kitchen, that the God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob would reveal to
their hearts the face of Yeshua, who loved them
to the end, through the Holy Spirit.

Roza and Zinov, our dear friends and fel-
low workers in Yeshua the Messiah, have been
involved from the very beginning in different
forms of help for the Jewish community in She-
petivka. Their biggest concern is the soup kit-
chen and they are responsible for its daily func-

Zinov & Roza

tioning. Not long ago Zinov was in hospital with
heart problems. We thank God that he is back
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at home again and that, during our visit to She-
petivka, we could meet at the soup kitchen.
The health of both Roza and Zinov deteriora-
tes as they get older. For this reason we ask
you all the more to intercede in prayer for their
work and ministry for God’s chosen people.
“Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who
daily bears our burdens. Our God is a God
who saves; from the sovereign Lord comes
escape from death.” (Ps. 68:19,20)

The next place we visited was Vinnitsa whe-
re we invited to a meal together not only tho-
se who we help through the soup kitchen and
medical project but also others from the Je-
wish community in Vinnitsa. It was a blessed
time of sharing from the Word of God and also

Meeting in Vinnitsa

building relationships with people. Our gre-
atest joy was that one person, after the me-
eting, wanted to pray to receive Yeshua the
Messiah as their personal Savior. “In the same
way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presen-
ce of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.” (Lk. 15:10)

In Vinnitsa we also visited a few people in
their homes. One of them was 92-year-old
Sura and her 60-year-old daughter, Katia. We
are thankful to God that, despite the poverty
in which they live and the many needs that they

experience each day, they both believe in
Yeshua as their personal Savior. Both Sura and
her daughter, Katia, receive regular help thro-
ugh the medical project.

We also visited 83-year-old Lubov and her
57-year-old daughter, Raisa. Lubov’s husband
died 2 years ago and Raisa can’t work because
of health problems. They both live from Lu-
bov’s  retirement. They live in very difficult cir-
cumstances. They don’t have anyone close

Sura & Katia

who could support them in any way. They will
be able to receive as much medical help as
possible through the Shamash Foundation. Ple-
ase pray for Lubov and Raisa who have begun
to take part in the Shabbat meetings from the
project “Synagogue”. Pray that the Lord God
of Israel would Himself open their eyes and
hearts to salvation in Yeshua the Messiah.

     We also visited 75-year-old Frida and her
daughter, Polina. Frida worked as a lab assi-
stant in the local hospital and Polina as a neu-
rologist. Because of the poor health of Poli-
na’s mother and husband she had to stop
working to care for them. Because of their dif-
ficult financial situation they also receive help

Raisa & Lubov

                                                         Polina & Frida
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through the medical project of the Shamash
Foundation. Both Frida and Polina express their
faith in Yeshua the Messiah.

The next people we visited in Vinnitsa was
a married couple, 69-year-old Raisa and 71-
year-old Mikhail. Raisa’s grandmother risked
her life to rescue Jews during the Holocaust.
Many years later Raisa met a Jew with whom
she fell in love and married. They have already
lived almost 50 years together. Their joy in li-
ving together has been darkened unexpecte-

Mikhail & Raisa

dly by Raisa’s very serious cancer sickness.
Month by month Raisa’s health has dramati-
cally worsened. They were forced to borrow
money so that Raisa could undergo chemo-
therapy. For each treatment they had to pay
from 2500 to 3000 UAH (about 115$). Their
joint monthly income is barely 2000 UAH (abo-
ut 80 $). Raisa and Mikhail have two sons. One
of them lives in the middle of Russia and the
other in Vinnitsa. We are thankful to God that
we could support Raisa and cover at least part
of the costs of her expensive treatment. When
we were saying good bye Raisa told us that
she believes that with God’s help she’ll be able
to fight for her life. Please pray for this mar-
ried couple, not only that the Lord would leng-
then Raisa’s earthly life, but that both would
come to know the Messiah Yeshua who can
save them and give them eternal life.

The next person we visited was 68-year-
old Samuel. When his wife got sick a few years
ago they were forced to sell their home and
buy a smaller one. Samuel used the difference
in price to pay for his wife’s health care. Unfor-
tunately Samuel’s wife died and he continues
to remember her and grieve for her. His only
son lives in Moscow. During our conversation

we encouraged Samuel to read God’s Word
and to develop a relationship through prayer
with the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua. We prayed
together and Samuel assured us that he would

seek encouragement and support in the Word
of God. Please pray for Samuel, that the Lord
would touch his heart, comfort him and fill him
with His peace. He is the Father of Israel and
Efraim is his firstborn (see Jer. 31:9).

We also visited 64-year-old Natasha who
lives alone. Her parents died long ago. Her
older 2 brothers are also no longer living. The
only close person for her is the son of one of
her brothers who lives in Lugansk. Unfortu-
nately, because of the continuing conflict in
eastern Ukraine, it is almost impossible to have
any contact with him. Natasha is an electrical
engineer by profession but worked for the
army all her life and was given an early retire-
ment. We are grateful to the Lord that Nata-
sha, through her contact with the Shamash
Foundation and the medical help she has re-
ceived, came to know and trust Jesus as her

Samuel

Natasha
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personal Savior. Pray with us for Natasha and
her needs, that the Lord might strengthen her
and lead her.

We were also able to visit Nina and her son,
Ruslan. We are thankful to the Lord that Nina
knows Yeshua as her personal Savior and is
responsible for the running of one of the soup
kitchens that we support in Vinnitsa. Her son
has serious vision problems and his treatment
is very expensive. To add to the problems, his
immunity to sickness is very weak and he also
needs continual care for this reason. Because
of his poor eyesight Ruslan isn’t able to work
regularly. Please pray for Nina, that her faith
would be even stronger in Yeshua and that her
son would be able to rejoice with her by also
being saved. Please also pray for wisdom for
Nina so that she can share salvation in Yeshua
with others she meets daily at the soup kit-
chen.

The last people we visited in Vinnitsa was a
married couple; 80-year-old Lidia and 86-year-
old Grigorij. Grigorij is much weaker and hasn’t
left his home for a long time. Lidia is also much
more physically limited. She used to take part
in the Shabbat celebrations of the Messianic
fellowship in Vinnitsa but now she can barely
manage to leave home. During our visit we
were able to pray again for Grigorij. He has
a renewed desire for Yeshua to become his
personal Savior. As we said good bye Grigorij
expressed the desire of his heart once again;
“May I not forget the name of Yeshua!” Please
pray for Grigorij and Lidia that the Lord God
of Israel might renew, through His Holy Spirit,
in their hearts the fact that they are the special
possessions of the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua.

“For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abra-
ham’s descendants.” (Heb. 2:16)

While we were in Vinnitsa we saw the need
for dedicated, believing people to regularly vi-
sit people, especially the elderly and disabled,
to read the Word of God to them and pray
with them. The volunteers from the Shamash
Foundation do that with joy in their hearts but
their time is limited because of their work and
family responsibilities. Let’s pray together be-
cause; “The harvest is plentiful but the wor-
kers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, the-
refore, to send out workers into His harvest
field.” (Mt. 9:37,38)

In Vinnitsa we also, with great joy, took part
in a Shabbat meeting as part of the Synagogue

Lidia & Grigorij

Shabbat meeting in Vinnitsa

project. Our joy was even greater because
most of the participants in the meeting expe-
rienced not only physical help but, more im-
portantly, spiritual. May the Lord be praised!

The next place we visited was Zmirinka
where we met firstly with Emma and her hus-
band, Valery. Emma, for many years already,

Emma & Valery

coordinates our help in Zmirinka, especially the
distribution of the food packages. We espe-
cially ask you to pray for Emma, especially for
her health, which has worsened greatly recen-
tly. To add to her problems, her husband has a
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drinking problem. This has led Emma close to
a nervous breakdown. Let’s pray also that
Emma would open her heart to Yeshua the
Savior who alone can save her and give her
relief in her daily problems.

In Zmirinka we also met with members of
the Jewish community and their leader for
lunch together. This time it was our privilege

Meeting in Zmirinka

to share the living hope and salvation there is
in the Passover Lamb, Yeshua. Pray that the
words that we shared there will bring the fruit
of eternal life in many hearts. It was a special
surprise for us, as it later turned out, that we
could sit at the table with Viatcheslav, a Jewish
believer in Yeshua the Messiah. He lives in Zmi-
rinka. We were encouraged and blessed by his
living faith and burning love to Yeshua. Pray
for Viatcheslav, that his testimony might have
a powerful effect among the descendants of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in Zmirinka.

It became possible to set up a small soup
kitchen (for about 10 people) also in Zmirin-
ka. It’s functioning depends, however, a great
deal upon the financial possibilities and the
health of Emma, who would be able to coor-
dinate the project.

With great sadness we want to let you know
of the death of our long time friend and fellow
worker, Leonid Siemionowitch Brekhman. We
wrote to you about his health situation in our
last Information and Prayer Letter from Ukra-
ine. During our visit to Ukraine we had hoped
to meet with him in hospital in Kiev where he
has been for treatment for some time now.
We unexpectedly, however, found out about
his death. Instead of meeting with the mem-
bers of the Jewish community in Mohyliv Po-

dolskyi as we had planned we took part in the
funeral of our dear friend. We are grateful to

God that we had the possibility of speaking
during this sad event.

Leonid was an exemplary leader who, du-
ring his lifetime, showed pastoral care for the
most needy and poorest members of the com-
munity without refusing anyone. Leonid was
twice at our conferences in Oswiecim. He vi-
sited our country through the “Remove the
Stones” project which we organize for our
dear friends from Ukraine. During this time
Leonid heard much about the salvation that is
in Yeshua. We don’t know what decision he
made in the last moments of his life. Only Al-
mighty God, who knows the human heart
completely, knows for sure.

After the funeral we met with the closest
fellow workers of Leonid – Tania, Frida and
her husband Isaac. It was a time of sharing with
each other our memories of working with Le-
onid. Please pray that despite these sad events
that have come upon the Jewish community
in Mohyliv Podolskyi, that they would be able
to continue this good work with their new le-
ader of the community.

The next place where we met with our dear
friends for a meal together was Gnivan. We
are grateful to God for the community leader,
Boris, as well as his wife, Natasha, who, despi-
te their poor health try to do their best to care
for all the members of the Jewish community
in Gnivan. Before the meal we were able to
talk with our friends about the perfect offe-
ring of the Passover Lamb who became the
Messiah of Israel, Yeshua, for each of them.

                                                         Leonid’s funeral
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While we were in Gnivan we visited 63-
year-old Sierioza. After our last visit in Decem-
ber of last year we decided to help him to re-

Meeting in Gnivan

Sierioza in front of his house

pray for God’s working in both their hearts. In
our helplessness we are aware of the fact that
only He, through His Holy Spirit, can speak to
their hearts and change them, so that they could
rejoice in His presence each day of their lives.

It was a very moving experience for us to
visit 92-year-old Donna who lived through the
war in the city ghetto where, unfortunately,
a large part of her family lost their lives. Don-

Bella

Donna

place the windows in his home. This has made
it much easier to keep his home warm. Please
pray for Sierioza, that in his loneliness and po-
verty he might not seek the company of his
friends who offer him alcohol, but that he mi-
ght look unto Yeshua the Messiah who offers
eternal salvation and true comfort and help in
his loneliness. Let’s pray also for wisdom for
Boris so that he might know how to most ef-
fectively help Sierioza in his situation.

We also visited 81-year-old Bella and her
daughter, 50-year-old Julia. We have written
about their situation more than once in our
last Information and Prayer Letters from Ukra-
ine. Bella and Julia’s situation is fairly stable.
They receive care daily, organized for them
by Boris. We want to ask you to continue to

na told us; “I also believe in God.” This made
us rejoice but when we asked her if she knew
and understood who the Savior the Lord Je-
sus is she said; “No, I don’t know this Jesus.”
In her answer we sensed the whole weight of
the Christian/Jewish relationship. The Lord
Yeshua has become so foreign to the Jews be-
cause of the negative attitudes of Christians
who, in the name of Jesus, have done such
harm to the Jews, not only in modern history
but throughout all the centuries. Step by step
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Donna heard again the good news about the
Messiah Yeshua who came, first of all, to save
His people. Please pray for Donna, that the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in whom
Donna so strongly believes, would reveal to
her His beloved Son, the Messiah of Israel,
Yeshua.

In nearby Tivrov we also visited a married
couple; 77-year-old Edik and 71-year-old Fa-
ina. Edik suffered from a second heart attack
recently. He needs to stay in hospital in Vinnit-

Edik & Faina

Rita & Raja

Many weak and sick died or were shot along
the way. Rita’s parents died not long after arri-
ving at the camp. The prisoners were purpo-
sely exposed to typhoid infection, starved and
kept in the most inhuman conditions. Rita’s
father was buried in a mass grave in the public
cemetery where as Rita’s mother and older
brother were buried in the nearby woods
where more than 20,000 Jews were shot.

We are very grateful to the God of Israel
that most of the members of the Jewish com-
munity of Tulchyn, among which were many
who lived through the Holocaust, with their

sa for observation and treatment. We are glad
that Edik will be able to receive specific help
through the Shamash Foundation. We are
thankful to the Lord that during our visit with
Faina and Edik we were able not only to talk
with them about their earthly lives but, most
importantly, about the eternal life that the
Messiah Yeshua offers. We read Isaiah 53 to-
gether and prayed for their salvation and phy-
sical health. Please pray for this married co-
uple that, in spite of all the difficulties that they
experience at present, they would find salva-
tion and healing in the Messiah Yeshua.

The next place in our visit was Tulchyn. It is
a special place. Many Jews from the local Je-
wish community lived through the concentra-
tion camp at Pechora. Among those who were
spared through the Holocaust is 80-year-old
Rita, leader of the Tulchyn Jewish community
and her 82-year-old fellow worker, Raya.

Rita and her parents, older brother and
other Jews from Tulchyn, during the war in
1942, in the harshness of winter, were forced
to go by foot to the concentration camp in the
village of Pechora, 40 kilometers from Tulchyn.

Meeting in Tulchyn

children and even grandchildren, were able to
join us for a meal together. At that time we
were able to share, with love, the good news
of Yeshua the Messiah, Who came, to help and
save especially those who lived through the
terrible time of the Holocaust. Only He, in His
unlimited love, knows what many of them had
to go through during their lives. He perfectly
understands the pain of losing your loved ones
and having to live alone through the years after
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the war. Please pray for those who listened to
us then, especially those who lived through the
Holocaust, that the words we shared would
go deeply into their hearts and minds. Pray to
the Lord that He would bring those words to
life in them so that they might come to know
Yeshua the Messiah, the Giver of eternal life.

In Tulchyn we visited 78-year-old Feyga
who, like most of the members of the Tulchyn

Feyga

At the end of our visit we decided, toge-
ther with Rita and Raya, to travel to the area
of the former camp in Pechora. Now there is
an orthopedic hospital in the buildings that re-

Frida

Rita at the gate of the former camp in Pechora

Jewish community, lived through the death
camp in Pechora, where, with the exception
of her mother and herself, her whole family
perished. Feyga worked for 45 years in a me-
tal factory, many times in very difficult and he-
avy circumstances, as a result her health has
been destroyed. She has lived alone for 9 years
after the death of her husband. During our vi-
sit with Feyga we found out many more terri-
ble details about the time when every Jew,
regardless of their sex or age, were worked
to death only because they were Jews.

While we were in Tulchyn we visited 89-
year-old Frida who also lived through the camp
in Pechora. Her whole family died in the camp.
Please pray for Frida, who received God’s
Word from us. We believe that the small seed
that was sown in her heart can bring an abun-
dant harvest to God’s glory.

mained after the camp. Patients with bone
problems are treated here. There is only
a small informational sign at the main gate of
the camp to inform people about what a terri-
ble place this was during the war. 63,000 Jews
died here. We also visited the nearby woods
where dead bodies were left and where more
than 20,000 Jews from Tulchyn and the surro-
unding areas were shot. Next to the huge dit-
ches where the dead and murdered bodies
were buried stands a statue of a Jewish mo-
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family, especially from her father’s side, suffe-
red greatly in the Holocaust. The most tragic
moment for her father occurred when, after
he arrived at the camp in Pechora, all the Jews
were assembled at the roll call area where the
last bits of their humble belongings were ta-
ken from them. Most of this was set aside in
one place and burned. Then the German sol-
diers and Ukrainian policemen took the infants
away from their mothers and threw them into
the burning pile of clothing and other things
they had just robbed the Jews of. When some
of the children fell out of the burning pile they
were kicked, like a ball, back into the fire. The
sight of this haunted Faina’s father until his de-
ath. On his death bed Faina promised her fa-
ther that she would never forget and would
pass this news on to others.

In a similar way the children from the Brac-
lav orphanage were terribly treated. In the
middle of the freezing night Ukrainian police-
men pushed and shoved the children onto the
nearby lake where a huge hole had been cut
earlier in the ice. All of the children were drow-
ned here. Those who tried to escape were
beaten with clubs like animals until they all
drowned. It’s impossible to describe the hell
which the Jews were forced to go through at
that time and how much innocent blood was
shed in this country.

It is to our joy that, despite the heavy bag-
gage of the Holocaust, the baggage of the last
generation, that Faina had to carry, she has
entrusted her heart to Yeshua the Messiah. As
the leader of the Jewish religious community
she doesn’t push her faith on others. Please
pray for Faina, that her faith would grow stron-
ger and that she would hold on to Yeshua the
Savior, to whom she has given her life, even
more in her problems and trials.

To sum up our trip, our hearts are full of
joy and thanksgiving to our Lord that we co-
uld meet with our dear friends in so many pla-
ces, not only to give them material help, but
especially to share the word that gives life with
them. This word has been sown in their he-
arts. Pray that the seed of this word would
bring an abundant harvest for the praise of His
kingdom.

ther, in despair over the loss of her brutally
murdered children. As we looked at this heart
rending statue the prophecy of Jeremiah be-
came alive for us again; “This is what the Lord
says; A voice is heard in Ramah, mourning and
great weeping, Rachel weeping for her chil-
dren and refusing to be comforted, because
they are no more.” (Jer. 31:15)

On the way from Tulchyn we stopped in
Braclav, where we visited Faina, who is the
leader of the local Jewish community. Faina’s

Statue of a Jewish mother in despair

Faina
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We want to give praise again to the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, who, through His
beloved Son, Yeshua, is faithful to His cove-
nant and doesn’t forget about His people in
need;  “Not to us, Lord, not to us but to your
name be the glory, because of your love and
faithfulness.” (Ps. 115:1)

Through the faithful and practical involve-
ment of each of you in this ministry of mercy

in Ukraine the Lord shows us time after time
that He remembers both their material and
spiritual needs because Israel has not ceased
to be His beloved people.

In the name of all who benefit from your
prayer and loving help we want to pass on the
warmest expressions of thanks and greetings
and blessings.

Shalom from Oświęcim


